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Step 1
Understand that your family member’s addiction 
does not mean he has a bad character, that he is a de-
linquent, or that he simply has behavior problems. 
Addiction shows that a spiritual force controls the 
addict’s mind. When the family understands this, 
they begin to see that the battle is spiritual. The 
family must fight with faith and determination to 
free their loved one from this control.

Step 2
Do not wait for the addict to ask for help before 
you take action. Most of the time, the addict will 
say he does not need help or will deny that he has a 
problem. This often leaves the family feeling pow-
erless because many treatments require the addict 
to be present.

The Treatment for Healing of Addictions allows 
families to seek help for the addict even if he or she 
is not present.

Step 3
Do not let the addict’s words influence you. Many 
addicts say things like, “I do not want help,” “I like 

using drugs and I will not stop,” “I use because I 
want to and I can quit whenever I want,” or “There 
is no point in looking for help because I will not 
stop.”

These words may sound convincing, but the spirit 
behind the addiction uses them to discourage the 
family from fighting. The best approach is to wait 
for the right moment to encourage the person to 
seek help. This moment often comes when the ad-
dict begins to see what he has lost and how much 
pain his actions have caused. The family can help 
him recognize this reality.

Step 4
Many families respond with anger or accusations, 
but the addict needs love and understanding. Avoid 
constantly blaming or condemning him for his ad-
diction. This can be very difficult, but it helps keep 
the connection between the addict and the family. 
When the family pushes him away, he often turns 
to other addicts who face the same rejection and 
struggles at home.

Step 5
Do not accept the idea that addiction has no cure 
or that you must live with it for the rest of your life. 
Some treatments promote this belief, but it only 
discourages families from continuing the fight.

The treatment for addictions at the Universal 
Church has shown that addiction can be overcome. 
Thousands of people around the world have expe-
rienced real freedom. Families should come to the 
treatment at the Universal Church nearest them, 
believe, persevere, and follow the guidance they re-
ceive. When they do this, they can see their loved 
one restored and their family transformed.

“My husband was very abusive 
and unfaithful to me. After we 
separated, I fell into depression 
and started drinking excessively. 
�e pain from his betrayal was 
unbearable, especially because 
it involved people I knew. In an 
attempt to cope with the pain, I 
turned to alcohol.

My children su�ered the most be-
cause of my drinking. Instead of 
taking care of them and provid-
ing what they needed, I put my 
addiction �rst. Eventually I lost 
my job and found myself trapped 
in a cycle of despair. Many times 
I felt that death would be a bet-
ter option, because I desperately 

wanted something that could 
take away the pain.

My sister suggested that I attend 
services at the Universal Church, 
and I decided to go. I remember 
that the pastor preached about 
the importance of taking care 
of ourselves and presenting our-
selves well in the house of God. 
His words touched me deeply, 
and I started taking care of my-
self again. I also took part in the 
chains of prayer for my deliver-
ance from addiction and depres-
sion. Little by little, as I kept at-
tending the services, I broke free 
from alcohol. However, my chil-
dren still lived with their grand-
mother because I could not sup-
port them �nancially at that time.

Determined to change my life, 
I started looking for a job and 
eventually found one. I dedicat-
ed myself to prayer. Many times I 

woke up during the night to pray 
and seek the presence of God. 
As I followed the guidance I re-
ceived in the church, I overcame 
my depression. I also got baptized 
in water, which marked a new be-
ginning in my life with God.

God has blessed me greatly. To-
day I am no longer addicted, de-
pressed, or suicidal. I have also 
received �nancial blessings. After 
leaving my job, I decided to open 
a daycare center. Today I live with 
joy and sobriety, and I can take 
care of my children. One of my 
children is now married, and I am 
part of my grandchildren’s lives. I 
feel truly grateful and blessed.

Even so, I continue to move for-
ward with a humble heart, know-
ing that everything I have comes 
from trusting and believing in 
God.”
            Onikah
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Bishop Edir Macedo

“I fell into depression and started 
drinking excessively”

The impact of drugs on American
homes
Addiction in families has steadily increased over the years. It has 
become one of the main causes of family dysfunction and separa-
tion. Living with someone who struggles with addiction can be very 
di�cult. At times, addiction can make a person mentally unstable. 
�ey may act impulsively, steal, or even become violent. As much as 
families love that person and try to help, it can feel overwhelming. 
Many begin to believe that change is impossible.

But what really happens in the mind of someone who is addicted? 
What drives a person to keep using drugs or alcohol even when they 
know it is destroying their life?

Many people who struggle with addiction try di�erent forms of 
treatment. Some take medication to suppress the addiction. Others 
spend years going through di�erent programs, entering and leaving 
rehabilitation centers. Yet even after so much e�ort, many relapse, 
which deeply discourages their families. In some cases, their loved 
ones eventually lose hope that recovery is possible.

In certain countries, such as England, some programs even give daily 
doses of heroin to addicts who are severely dependent. �e idea is to 
keep them o� the streets and reduce harm. However, this approach 
does not cure addiction. It only manages the problem temporarily 
while the addiction itself remains.

So why does it seem that nothing truly works for many people?
Many do not realize that addiction often has a spiritual root that 
a�ects a person's mind, behavior, and life as a whole. When that 
root remains untouched, the struggle continues. Once that root is 
addressed, a person can �nally �nd the strength to overcome addic-
tion.

For this reason, the treatment for addictions at �e Universal 
Church has helped many people rebuild their lives. �rough faith, 
spiritual guidance, and practical support, thousands have found 
freedom from addiction.

�e Universal Church in the United States holds deliverance ser-
vices on Fridays and spiritual support on Sundays. �e doors are 
open to anyone who struggles with addiction or has a loved one who 
needs help. We believe that addiction has a cure and that through 
faith and the help of God, lives can truly change.

Beating Depression
 Sometimes life’s struggles can be so intense that it feels 
like the world has turned gray. All joy, anticipation and excitement 
fade, giving way to a profound sense of weariness. �is is what 
depression does. It weighs down the soul with sorrow. It brings 
hopelessness, drains motivation, and makes even the simplest tasks 
feel impossible. And unfortunately, in the most severe of cases, it 
can even take away a person’s desire to live. 
 Depression is more than just feeling sad or a state of mind, 
it is a sickness of the soul. Yet, hope is not lost. With faith, it’s pos-
sible to restore what has been lost and recover the joy, strength, and 
purpose that was stolen. �e Lord Jesus, has the power to heal the 
soul and restore color into your life.
 Every Sunday, �e Universal Church opens its doors to 
those who are battling depression. If you need support, we invite 
you to visit a branch near you. Join a Chain of Prayer, a seven-week 
commitment where you receive spiritual strength through power-
ful prayers, practical guidance, and one on one counseling.
 You are not alone in this �ght. �ousands around the 
world have found hope and transformation through faith, proving 
that the Chain of Prayer can truly make a di�erence. You can be the 
next success story. You can beat depression.
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Bishop Joshua

My name is John Mendes, and 
today I am 62 years old. 
For many years, my life was 

completely destroyed by bad choices, 
addictions, and the wrong friendships. 
But God had mercy on me and changed 
my life.

I started working at a very young age. 
As I grew older, I allowed myself to be 
in�uenced by the wrong friends. One 
day after work, I accepted a marijuana 
cigarette from them. What seemed 
like something small quickly became a 
regular habit.

One day, right after we had bought 
drugs, a police car approached us. It was 
the �rst time I ended up at a police station. 
I signed the report and was released, but 
it was a great disappointment for my 
mother.

Even after that, I did not stop. At 
that time, I already had a wife and two 
children, but my life was falling apart. 
I was addicted to drugs, alcohol, and 
prostitution. I spent many nights in 
nightclubs, and I could not keep a job 
because I would return from lunch 
drunk. I lied constantly, people stopped 
trusting me, and since I could not keep a 
job, I began selling drugs.

In the 1980s, I was arrested and spent 
ten years in prison.

After I was released, instead of 
changing, I went even deeper into drugs 
and alcohol to escape reality. During that 
time, I was set up and shot six times. I 
almost died. Today I understand that 
God already had a plan for my life.

My family felt ashamed of the things 
I had done, and we did not have a 
single day of peace. �ere were constant 
arguments. My wife could not bear 
so much su�ering, and we separated. 
I left home and went to live in a dirty 
basement with a friend, and we basically 
survived on alcohol.

In 2019, while I was standing outside 
a bar, one of my daughters approached 
me. She invited me to go to church and 
told me something I will never forget:

“Dad, this is not the life God has 
prepared for you. He has something 
better for you. You just need to listen to 
and obey His Word.”

�ose words touched me deeply. 
Even though I felt empty and hopeless, 
I realized that God still cared about me. 
I began attending church meetings and 
slowly started surrendering my life to 
God.

As I did that, I saw God restoring my 
life. I was baptized in water, and four 
months later I received the greatest gift 
of all, the presence of God.

My process of deliverance was not 
easy. Sometimes I went to church with 
two cigarettes in my pocket so I could 
smoke after the service. But something 
inside me was already changing. I felt 
terrible listening to the Word of God and 
then returning to my old habits.

One day I spoke to the Lord Jesus 
with complete sincerity and asked Him 
to help me. From that moment on, I left 
my old life behind and was freed from 
all my addictions, including cigarettes, 
which had been part of my life for 47 
years. I had tried many times to quit 
before, but I could never do it on my 
own.

Today my life is completely di�erent. 
My family has been restored. My wife 
and my �ve children forgave me for 
everything I had done, and now we live 
in peace.

�e most important thing is that 
God lives in me. I no longer need any 
addiction to be happy. With God, my joy 
is constant, even in di�cult moments.

Today I can truly say that I am a new 
man.

Have you ever tried putting a bandage over pain? Not 
a cut, scratch, or burn, but real physical pain like 
a headache or a toothache. Probably not, because 

you know that would not solve the problem. It would be a 
pointless attempt at a solution.

Now imagine doing the same thing with spiritual pain. 
Trying to cover loneliness, sadness, depression, anxiety, or 
any deep feeling of despair with a quick �x. It does not work. 
Unfortunately, many people try to do exactly that. �ey turn 
to addictions, parties, long drives, and constant distractions 
in an attempt to ease the pain in their soul. But this is just 
like putting a bandage over a headache. �e real problem 
remains.

�e true solution is found here:
“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through Me.’” John 14:6
If you are looking for a way out, it is found in Jesus. 

Maybe you have been searching in many places and still feel 
empty. Maybe you wonder why nothing has worked. �e 
reason is simple. Permanent solutions are never found in 
temporary things.

If you are searching for life, look to Jesus. You will not be 
disappointed, and the pain in your soul can �nally be healed.

May the God of the Bible bless you.

Searching for permanent solutions in 
temporary things

Free from 47 
years of addiction

“Addiction had 
taken everything 
from me—my 
family, my dignity, 
and any hope for 
the future.”
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Acts 20:35
Verse of Reference

“I was in 
an abusive 
re l a t ion-
ship. One 
of my 
boyfriends 
even tried 
to kill 
me. One 
day he 
came to 
my house 
while I 
was walk-

ing down the block with my friends on the way 
to the store. When he saw me, he pulled out 
a gun. I immediately started running. �e shot 
came so close that people thought I had been hit 
in the back while I was running.

I actually had a good childhood in many ways. 
My mother was a nurse and worked two or three 
jobs to take care of us. My father struggled with 
heroin addiction, so my mother had to raise us 
as a single parent. �eir relationship ended be-
cause of his addiction. Later she remarried, but 
my stepfather was abusive. One time he beat me 
so badly that I had bruises and black eyes. After 
that, my mother forced him to leave.

I had my �rst cigarette when I was in �fth grade. 
In junior high school I had my �rst drink, a for-
ty ounce beer. I did not start with liquor right 
away. I started with beer, and that eventually led 
me to drinking liquor. I drank every day. It be-
came a habit and something I felt I needed. As 
soon as I �nished work, I would go straight to 
the bar and stay there all night, then wake up 
the next morning and go back to work.

I also tried cocaine a few times and used ecstasy 
on a few occasions. Even after I had children, I 
did not stop drinking. I could not sleep or func-
tion unless I drank. I felt depressed and hated 
being alone. I had no self esteem. I knew I need-
ed something in my life, but I did not know 

what it was.

My brother came to the Universal Church �rst. 
I saw the changes in his life. He started act-
ing di�erently, and by that time I had already 
decided that I wanted to change. I wanted to 
come closer to God. I had been searching for a 
church, and my brother told me about the Uni-
versal Church.

�e �rst time I came, I felt like I had found 
my home. I had visited many churches before, 
but what made me stay was the honesty of the 
pastor. He did not tell me what I wanted to hear 
just to keep me there or to make me give of-
ferings. He told me what I needed to hear so I 
could grow spiritually.

I surrendered everything to God, including my-
self. I even put God before my children. When 
I truly placed God �rst in my life, that is when 
I received the Holy Spirit.

Today I no longer struggle with alcohol or any 
other addiction. I do not use drugs anymore. 
I have been free from alcohol for more than 
three years. I no longer deal with depression 
either. Before, I could not stand being alone, 
but now I actually enjoy my quiet time. Today 
I am kinder and more friendly. I am a better 
mother and a better friend. My children and I 
now have a strong relationship. �ey talk to me 
about everything, and I talk openly with them. 
My daughter serves as a volunteer assistant at 
the church, and my son is training to become 
an auxiliary pastor. God has truly blessed my 
family.

Now my greatest desire is to 
help save souls. I want people 
to experience the same trans-
formation I experienced. 
Receiving the Holy Spirit is 
the most important blessing 
anyone can have.” 
    - Azalea Latimore

I was on drugs most of my lifeI was on drugs most of my life

“From the time I was about 12 years old until 
my late 40s, I su�ered a lot, mostly because of 
drugs. I started by inhaling glue. I would put 
it in a bag and breathe it in. Later I moved on 
to lighter �uid. I would soak a rag or a towel 
with it, hold it to my face, and get high. After 
that came marijuana, hallucinogenic drugs, 
acid, cocaine, and heroin. I lived like that for 
many years.

At one point I stopped for a while. I got mar-
ried and started a family, but even then I still 
used drugs from time to time. I did not know 
how to stop.

One of my biggest problems was the people I 
surrounded myself with. I stayed around peo-
ple who were doing the wrong things. I was 
not around anyone who wanted to guide me 
or help me grow. I chose the wrong path. I 
drifted away from church and went back to 
drugs again.

In 2004, my youngest son passed away. I be-
lieve drugs played a role in his death. Even af-
ter going through that pain, I still went back to 
drugs, and it became even worse than before.

When I came to the Universal Church, the 

�rst thing that caught my attention was that 
everything focused on saving souls. �at spoke 
to my heart.

When you use drugs for as long as I did, the 
problem starts in the mind. �at is where the 
change began for me. God cleared my mind 
when I came to Christ. I have now been free 
from addiction for about ten to twelve years. I 
do not live that way anymore. People tell me, 
‘You look good, man.’ I thank God for the de-
liverance from everything He freed me from. I 
want to continue being an example, not only 
for my family but also for anyone who sees the 
di�erence in my life.

If you are addicted, I understand because I 
was addicted too. Today I do not live that way 
anymore. But it was not by my strength. God 
did it. I just had to be willing to sacri�ce and 
truly want to change. I reached a point where 
I was tired of that life. I knew there had to be 
something better on the other side.

If you are addicted to any kind of drug, even 
strong ones, as long as you are alive right now, 
you can stop.

Help exists, and that help is Jesus. He is real. 
But you have to work with Him. He will help 
you, but you must truly want to stop. �e de-
cision has to come from your heart.

I spent most of my teenage years and a big part 
of my adult life on drugs, but I do not live like 
that anymore because I know there is a better 
life than drugs. Be careful with the company 
you keep. Look for new people to walk with. 
Find a church home. �e Universal Church is 
my home, and I am staying right here.”
      - Rushell Magee

I couldn’t sleep or do anything unless I drankI couldn’t sleep or do anything unless I drank

Faith in action4 5



My story began with a simple 
desire to fit in and follow 
the example of older 

friends. When I was 13, I smoked my 
first cigarette. By the time I turned 18, 
I was already smoking marijuana and 
drinking alcohol. Later, when I moved 
away to study with my older brother, 
I was introduced to ecstasy, LSD, and 
the party lifestyle. At first I only used 
cocaine at parties.

During that time, I met my first 
boyfriend and became pregnant. 
The birth of my daughter briefly 
interrupted my drug use. Back then 
it all felt like fun. I never imagined 
it would turn into an addiction that 
would trap me for years.

When I returned home for a while, 
my parents discovered my secret life. 
They noticed things disappearing 
from the house. I was stealing, 
selling my daughter’s belongings, 
and abandoning all responsibility. 
My addiction became obvious. In 
desperation, my parents even took 
me to witch doctors hoping for a 
cure, but nothing worked. My life 
kept spiraling out of control.

If I was not smoking drugs, my mind 
was constantly thinking about how 
to get the next hit. I lost jobs and 
relationships because I repeated the 
same behavior everywhere I went. 
Friends started distancing themselves 
from me. Eventually my addiction also 
affected my daughter’s health. Because 
I smoked around her, she developed a 
serious lung infection. Since I could 
no longer smoke inside the house, I 

moved into a crack house.
The place was dark, dirty, and 
filled with smoke. The living room 
was where everyone gathered to 
smoke and the kitchen was where 
we prepared the drugs. Broken 
furniture, stained mattresses, pipes, 
syringes, and lighters were scattered 
everywhere. I knew it was dangerous, 
but I did not care. The only thing 

that mattered was the next hit.
Sometimes I would disappear for 
weeks. When I came home, my family 
still welcomed me, even though I had 
caused them so much pain. One day 
my father reached his limit. While I 
was resting in my room, he chained 
my ankles and locked them to the bars 

of the window. For a week I stayed 
there, a prisoner in my own home. My 
father believed it was the only way to 
keep me from returning to the crack 
house.

But even that did not stop my 
addiction. Eventually I found a way to 
unlock the chains, took some money, 
said goodbye to my daughter, and ran 
back to my old life. Later my father 
came to find me and gave me one 
final ultimatum. This time I accepted 
help because deep down I was tired of 
that life. I agreed to enter a six week 
rehabilitation program. While I was 
there, I decided I would never smoke 
crack again, although I still continued 
smoking cigarettes.

After rehabilitation, my life seemed to 
improve. I stayed clean, met a good 
man, and my daughter came to live 
with us. We got married and later had 
two more children. For a time my 
life revolved around my family and 
everything seemed complete.
But slowly I began returning to old 
habits. I started drinking again and 
later smoking marijuana, which began 
to affect my marriage.

A major turning point happened 
during my oldest daughter’s 17th 
birthday party. Two intruders entered 

“My 8-Year Crack Hell”

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
According to the United States National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH):
• 48.4 million Americans aged 12 
and older, about 16.8 percent of the 
population, struggled with a substance 
use disorder.
• 27.9 million Americans aged 12 and 
older had an alcohol use disorder.
• 28.2 million Americans aged 12 and 
older reported dealing with a drug use 
disorder in the past year.
Source: https://americanaddictioncenters.org/
rehab-guide/addiction-statistics-demographics

When people hear the word addiction, 
they usually think about illegal drugs or 
excessive alcohol use. While these are the 
most common examples, the reality today 
is that many addictive substances and 
behaviors surround us.

Addiction happens when a person 
becomes dependent on something to 
the point that going without it causes 
withdrawal symptoms. Because those 
symptoms feel unpleasant, the person 
keeps using or doing what they crave, and 
the cycle continues.
Addiction does not only harm the 
individual. It also affects families, friends, 
and the entire community.

At the Universal Church, we hold special 
meetings on Fridays and Sundays designed 
to help people break free from negative 
habits and addiction. These meetings aim 
to strengthen individuals and families so 
they can overcome destructive behaviors 
and regain control of their lives.

If you struggle with addiction and want 
to leave that life behind, or if you worry 
about a loved one who needs help, visit 
the Universal Church nearest you. With 
the right help and support, it is possible 
to become free from addiction and stay 
free. See the back page for locations.

The only thing 
that mattered 

was the next hit.

“

our home and held a gun to her head. 
After that frightening moment, we 
decided to move to the United Kingdom 
where some relatives lived.

There, my cousins invited me to the 
Universal Church. From the first time I 
attended, something felt different. The 
people welcomed me and I felt a peace 
I had never experienced before. I began 
attending meetings for people struggling 
with addiction.

Everything changed when I heard the 
pastor say that I had the power to break 
the cycle, not only for myself but also for 
my children. Those words stayed with me. 
I started praying for strength, attending 
the Friday meetings for deliverance, and 
committing myself fully to my faith. 
Just as I once gave everything to drugs, I 

decided to give my full effort to seeking 
God.

Breaking free from addiction was not 
easy, but with faith, determination, and 
support, I rebuilt my life.

Today it has been 16 years since I last 
used crack cocaine, and two years since I 
stopped using marijuana, cigarettes, and 
alcohol. Life still brings challenges, but 
now I face them with peace and strength.
I am no longer an empty person. My 
marriage and my family are a blessing, 
and I live with a renewed sense of 
purpose. People once thought I was a lost 
case, but today my story inspires others.
I am grateful for the life I have today and 
thankful that I accepted the help I found 
at the Universal Church.” - Debora Bell

I arrived at the Universal Church 
carrying a lot of resentment and 
grudges against many people. I had 

developed addictions in my early teens. 
Even when I managed to stop smoking 
or drinking for a while, those habits 
were always the first things I returned to 
whenever I felt stressed or overwhelmed.
I felt deeply unhappy and carried an 
emptiness that would not go away. It did 
not matter how intoxicated I became or 
how many loved ones surrounded me. 
The emptiness was always there.

Things began to change the very first 
night I stepped into the Universal 
Church. I started attending the chain 
of prayer, even though I did not fully 
understand it at the time. I simply 
believed that God was there and that He 
would hear my prayers and do something 
great in my life.

Every time I attended a service, the 
message the man of God shared felt 
uplifting and powerful. The words were 
so direct and meaningful that I knew 
God was speaking to me. The messages 

touched things in my life that only the 
people closest to me could have known. 
The only thing I never shared with 
anyone was the emptiness I felt inside, 
because I was afraid people would think 
I was crazy. That was the life I lived.

Today I can say that I am completely free 
from all addictions. I forgave those who 
hurt me, and I also learned to forgive 
myself. I discovered that the emptiness I 
felt for so many years came from living 
without God in my life.

Today that empty place is filled. It 
belongs to the Holy Spirit. I do not 
believe that life will always be perfect. 
Challenges still come. But now I know 
where to turn when I need help. God is 
all I need, and whenever difficulties arise, 
He is the first one I turn to for strength.” 
- Antoinette Takiari

I had addictions that began in 
my early teens Why the Olive Oil?

In the Bible, the pure first press of the olive oil, when consecrated, represents 
the Holy Spirit. Therefore, this element was used in several biblical passages by 
the people of God  for anointing, sanctification, healing, and several other 
manifestations of the Presence of the Almighty. Check out the miraculous 
testimony of Umeka Holley, who used the Holy Anointing Oil* with faith 
based on the Word of God:

“My mother struggled with crack 
cocaine addiction, which led to 
a broken family and an abusive 
environment. As I got older, I 

also became involved with drugs. 
I eventually entered an abusive 

relationship and fell into depression.
Later, I was diagnosed with breast cancer and had 
to go through the severe effects of chemotherapy. 

During that difficult time, someone invited me to 
attend The Universal Church. I started going to the 
services and received the holy oil. After the prayers 
and the anointing, I am happy to say that God gave 
me victory over cancer. Today I am healthy, free 
from depression, and no longer struggle with any 
addictions.” - Umeka Holley

For many months, I suffered from lower back pain 
that would come and go. I ignored it and did not try 
to find out the cause. One day, the pain suddenly 
became unbearable and I collapsed. I could not 
sit up or move without help. My legs began to go 
numb, and my friends had to support me and carry 
me to a car to take me to the emergency room.
At the ER, I stayed for several hours, but the doctors 
did not give a clear explanation. They told me to 
follow up with my doctor because they believed 
it was a developing condition that needed further 
evaluation.
A few days later, my doctor examined me and 
said I was having muscle spasms. He prescribed 
medication, painkillers, and vitamin sprays for my 

back. He also said I would need 
a few weeks before returning to 
normal activities. During that 
time, I used my faith with the 
blessed oil. I anointed my back 
and my feet while praying. Within 
three or four days, the pain disappeared 
and my back was completely healed. I was able to 
move normally again.
Today I have returned to my activities, including 
dancing and gymnastics, without any pain. I believe 
that God healed me through my faith and the 
blessed oil, transforming what doctors said would 
take weeks into a healing that happened in just four 
days. - Julia Bieniek

Save the Date: On Easter Sunday, April 5th at 10 AM at The Universal Church. 
For information on locations, please check the back page. For more information, 

please call 1-888-332-4141 or text to 1-888-312-4141.
*DISCLAIMER: The Holy Anointing Oil is an element of faith and is NOT a replacement for any medical treatment. 
Please follow your doctor’s instructions along with using your faith in the Word of God.
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My story began with a simple 
desire to fit in and follow 
the example of older 

friends. When I was 13, I smoked my 
first cigarette. By the time I turned 18, 
I was already smoking marijuana and 
drinking alcohol. Later, when I moved 
away to study with my older brother, 
I was introduced to ecstasy, LSD, and 
the party lifestyle. At first I only used 
cocaine at parties.

During that time, I met my first 
boyfriend and became pregnant. 
The birth of my daughter briefly 
interrupted my drug use. Back then 
it all felt like fun. I never imagined 
it would turn into an addiction that 
would trap me for years.

When I returned home for a while, 
my parents discovered my secret life. 
They noticed things disappearing 
from the house. I was stealing, 
selling my daughter’s belongings, 
and abandoning all responsibility. 
My addiction became obvious. In 
desperation, my parents even took 
me to witch doctors hoping for a 
cure, but nothing worked. My life 
kept spiraling out of control.

If I was not smoking drugs, my mind 
was constantly thinking about how 
to get the next hit. I lost jobs and 
relationships because I repeated the 
same behavior everywhere I went. 
Friends started distancing themselves 
from me. Eventually my addiction also 
affected my daughter’s health. Because 
I smoked around her, she developed a 
serious lung infection. Since I could 
no longer smoke inside the house, I 

moved into a crack house.
The place was dark, dirty, and 
filled with smoke. The living room 
was where everyone gathered to 
smoke and the kitchen was where 
we prepared the drugs. Broken 
furniture, stained mattresses, pipes, 
syringes, and lighters were scattered 
everywhere. I knew it was dangerous, 
but I did not care. The only thing 

that mattered was the next hit.
Sometimes I would disappear for 
weeks. When I came home, my family 
still welcomed me, even though I had 
caused them so much pain. One day 
my father reached his limit. While I 
was resting in my room, he chained 
my ankles and locked them to the bars 

of the window. For a week I stayed 
there, a prisoner in my own home. My 
father believed it was the only way to 
keep me from returning to the crack 
house.

But even that did not stop my 
addiction. Eventually I found a way to 
unlock the chains, took some money, 
said goodbye to my daughter, and ran 
back to my old life. Later my father 
came to find me and gave me one 
final ultimatum. This time I accepted 
help because deep down I was tired of 
that life. I agreed to enter a six week 
rehabilitation program. While I was 
there, I decided I would never smoke 
crack again, although I still continued 
smoking cigarettes.

After rehabilitation, my life seemed to 
improve. I stayed clean, met a good 
man, and my daughter came to live 
with us. We got married and later had 
two more children. For a time my 
life revolved around my family and 
everything seemed complete.
But slowly I began returning to old 
habits. I started drinking again and 
later smoking marijuana, which began 
to affect my marriage.

A major turning point happened 
during my oldest daughter’s 17th 
birthday party. Two intruders entered 

“My 8-Year Crack Hell”

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
According to the United States National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health 
(NSDUH):
• 48.4 million Americans aged 12 
and older, about 16.8 percent of the 
population, struggled with a substance 
use disorder.
• 27.9 million Americans aged 12 and 
older had an alcohol use disorder.
• 28.2 million Americans aged 12 and 
older reported dealing with a drug use 
disorder in the past year.
Source: https://americanaddictioncenters.org/
rehab-guide/addiction-statistics-demographics

When people hear the word addiction, 
they usually think about illegal drugs or 
excessive alcohol use. While these are the 
most common examples, the reality today 
is that many addictive substances and 
behaviors surround us.

Addiction happens when a person 
becomes dependent on something to 
the point that going without it causes 
withdrawal symptoms. Because those 
symptoms feel unpleasant, the person 
keeps using or doing what they crave, and 
the cycle continues.
Addiction does not only harm the 
individual. It also affects families, friends, 
and the entire community.

At the Universal Church, we hold special 
meetings on Fridays and Sundays designed 
to help people break free from negative 
habits and addiction. These meetings aim 
to strengthen individuals and families so 
they can overcome destructive behaviors 
and regain control of their lives.

If you struggle with addiction and want 
to leave that life behind, or if you worry 
about a loved one who needs help, visit 
the Universal Church nearest you. With 
the right help and support, it is possible 
to become free from addiction and stay 
free. See the back page for locations.

The only thing 
that mattered 

was the next hit.

“

our home and held a gun to her head. 
After that frightening moment, we 
decided to move to the United Kingdom 
where some relatives lived.

There, my cousins invited me to the 
Universal Church. From the first time I 
attended, something felt different. The 
people welcomed me and I felt a peace 
I had never experienced before. I began 
attending meetings for people struggling 
with addiction.

Everything changed when I heard the 
pastor say that I had the power to break 
the cycle, not only for myself but also for 
my children. Those words stayed with me. 
I started praying for strength, attending 
the Friday meetings for deliverance, and 
committing myself fully to my faith. 
Just as I once gave everything to drugs, I 

decided to give my full effort to seeking 
God.

Breaking free from addiction was not 
easy, but with faith, determination, and 
support, I rebuilt my life.

Today it has been 16 years since I last 
used crack cocaine, and two years since I 
stopped using marijuana, cigarettes, and 
alcohol. Life still brings challenges, but 
now I face them with peace and strength.
I am no longer an empty person. My 
marriage and my family are a blessing, 
and I live with a renewed sense of 
purpose. People once thought I was a lost 
case, but today my story inspires others.
I am grateful for the life I have today and 
thankful that I accepted the help I found 
at the Universal Church.” - Debora Bell

I arrived at the Universal Church 
carrying a lot of resentment and 
grudges against many people. I had 

developed addictions in my early teens. 
Even when I managed to stop smoking 
or drinking for a while, those habits 
were always the first things I returned to 
whenever I felt stressed or overwhelmed.
I felt deeply unhappy and carried an 
emptiness that would not go away. It did 
not matter how intoxicated I became or 
how many loved ones surrounded me. 
The emptiness was always there.

Things began to change the very first 
night I stepped into the Universal 
Church. I started attending the chain 
of prayer, even though I did not fully 
understand it at the time. I simply 
believed that God was there and that He 
would hear my prayers and do something 
great in my life.

Every time I attended a service, the 
message the man of God shared felt 
uplifting and powerful. The words were 
so direct and meaningful that I knew 
God was speaking to me. The messages 

touched things in my life that only the 
people closest to me could have known. 
The only thing I never shared with 
anyone was the emptiness I felt inside, 
because I was afraid people would think 
I was crazy. That was the life I lived.

Today I can say that I am completely free 
from all addictions. I forgave those who 
hurt me, and I also learned to forgive 
myself. I discovered that the emptiness I 
felt for so many years came from living 
without God in my life.

Today that empty place is filled. It 
belongs to the Holy Spirit. I do not 
believe that life will always be perfect. 
Challenges still come. But now I know 
where to turn when I need help. God is 
all I need, and whenever difficulties arise, 
He is the first one I turn to for strength.” 
- Antoinette Takiari

I had addictions that began in 
my early teens Why the Olive Oil?

In the Bible, the pure first press of the olive oil, when consecrated, represents 
the Holy Spirit. Therefore, this element was used in several biblical passages by 
the people of God  for anointing, sanctification, healing, and several other 
manifestations of the Presence of the Almighty. Check out the miraculous 
testimony of Umeka Holley, who used the Holy Anointing Oil* with faith 
based on the Word of God:

“My mother struggled with crack 
cocaine addiction, which led to 
a broken family and an abusive 
environment. As I got older, I 

also became involved with drugs. 
I eventually entered an abusive 

relationship and fell into depression.
Later, I was diagnosed with breast cancer and had 
to go through the severe effects of chemotherapy. 

During that difficult time, someone invited me to 
attend The Universal Church. I started going to the 
services and received the holy oil. After the prayers 
and the anointing, I am happy to say that God gave 
me victory over cancer. Today I am healthy, free 
from depression, and no longer struggle with any 
addictions.” - Umeka Holley

For many months, I suffered from lower back pain 
that would come and go. I ignored it and did not try 
to find out the cause. One day, the pain suddenly 
became unbearable and I collapsed. I could not 
sit up or move without help. My legs began to go 
numb, and my friends had to support me and carry 
me to a car to take me to the emergency room.
At the ER, I stayed for several hours, but the doctors 
did not give a clear explanation. They told me to 
follow up with my doctor because they believed 
it was a developing condition that needed further 
evaluation.
A few days later, my doctor examined me and 
said I was having muscle spasms. He prescribed 
medication, painkillers, and vitamin sprays for my 

back. He also said I would need 
a few weeks before returning to 
normal activities. During that 
time, I used my faith with the 
blessed oil. I anointed my back 
and my feet while praying. Within 
three or four days, the pain disappeared 
and my back was completely healed. I was able to 
move normally again.
Today I have returned to my activities, including 
dancing and gymnastics, without any pain. I believe 
that God healed me through my faith and the 
blessed oil, transforming what doctors said would 
take weeks into a healing that happened in just four 
days. - Julia Bieniek

Save the Date: On Easter Sunday, April 5th at 10 AM at The Universal Church. 
For information on locations, please check the back page. For more information, 

please call 1-888-332-4141 or text to 1-888-312-4141.
*DISCLAIMER: The Holy Anointing Oil is an element of faith and is NOT a replacement for any medical treatment. 
Please follow your doctor’s instructions along with using your faith in the Word of God.
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In my home, we were all religious. My parents had 
the habit of taking us to church on Sundays, so I 
learned how to pray and had a simple religious life. 

My father worked as a freight loader at a company. 
Over time he began to grow �nancially, and his 
progress attracted envy. After that, everything started 
getting worse very quickly. My mother became sick, 
and my father got involved in a situation that caused 
him to lose one of our houses. �e small stand where �e small stand where 
he had �rst started selling fruit, vegetables, and bread he had �rst started selling fruit, vegetables, and bread 
ended up becoming the place where we lived. We fell ended up becoming the place where we lived. We fell 
into misery. It was a shack made of mud and pieces of into misery. It was a shack made of mud and pieces of 
wood. Six of us lived there. Sometimes we woke up in wood. Six of us lived there. Sometimes we woke up in 
the middle of the night with our �ngers or toes bitten the middle of the night with our �ngers or toes bitten 
by rats. �en things got even worse. My mother passed by rats. �en things got even worse. My mother passed 
away at the age of 35, and my father got involved with away at the age of 35, and my father got involved with 
another woman. �at was when everything truly fell another woman. �at was when everything truly fell 
apart, because she began mistreating us. I saw my sisters apart, because she began mistreating us. I saw my sisters 
being abused. One time she punched one of them and being abused. One time she punched one of them and 
broke her nose. Eventually my father had to choose broke her nose. Eventually my father had to choose 
between his children and that woman, and he chose to between his children and that woman, and he chose to 
stay with her.stay with her.

By that time I was 13 years old, and he forced me to 
leave the house. I ended up living behind a gas station 
where there was an old abandoned car wash. While 
I lived there, I started 
stealing from the store 
at the gas station. 
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After I got released, I tried 
cocaine for the �rst time. 
�����������������������������������
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����������  One day a drug 
dealer called me over, pointed a gun at my 
head, and said he was going to kill me. 
I remember his wife running out of the 
house and begging him not to do it. I left 
that place in complete panic. Around 7:30 

that same night, my brother in law, who was married 
to another one of my sisters, came into the shack and 

asked, ����������������������� I answered, ������������������
� He 
asked what had happened, and I told him someone 
had threatened to kill me that day. He looked straight 
into my eyes and asked, ����������
	�������������������������	

�
����
��������	��� I said that I believed.  When he told me 
that my life was going to change, something inside 
me felt certain. I felt peace, something I had never felt 
before. I looked up at the sky and prayed. I remember 
that prayer clearly: �����������������	���������������������������
���������������������������	��������	�� ��������������
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��­��
����������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������
������ Just one message, one meeting, 
and everything felt di�erent. �ey spoke about faith 
in such a powerful way that when the meeting ended, 
I did not want to leave. As I walked home, I already 
wanted to return to church on Monday. Something 
inside me began to change. All I wanted was to be 
involved in the things of God. �en I heard messages 
about leaving sin behind, repenting, and letting go 
of my old life. During one meeting I ran to the altar 
and said, “Pastor, I want to be baptized.” When I went 

under the water, I felt like I was going to �y. When I 
came out, it felt like I was not even walking. It felt like 
I was �oating. From that moment on, I knew my life 
would be di�erent. 
I started living my 
faith. I began seeking 
God and dedicating 
myself to His work.
One day I ran into a 
drug dealer who had 
once sworn he would 
kill me. When he saw 
me, he said, “Romero, 
you look di�erent. 
Your expression 
is di�erent. You 
look happy. What 
happened?” I told 
him, “I go to church 
now.” He replied, 
“�en pray for me.” �at moment marked a turning 
point for me. A man who once wanted to kill me now 
asked me for help. Later I learned about the Holy Spirit 
and understood that He could guide me and live inside 
of me. I knew that with Him no one would defeat me. I 
began seeking Him with all my heart and surrendering 
my life more and more. �en one Sunday, the Holy 
Spirit came. �e church was full, but it felt like it was 
just me and Him. Today I live ful�lled in every area 
of my life. �e greatest gift I have received is the Holy 
Spirit. He brings joy, strength, peace, and love that I had 

never experienced 
before. Now I live in 
that love every day. 

My most precious 
treasure is the Lord 
Jesus. Having the 
Spirit of God inside 
me is something I 
would never trade, 
never give up, and 
never let go of for 
anything or anyone. 
�at is the greatest 
wealth in my life.
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�e nursing home houses more than 100 elderly 
residents, many of whom experience loneliness, 

especially during special occasions like Women’s Day. 
A group of church volunteers visited the facility to 
show appreciation and care for the women who live 
there. 

�rough small but meaningful gestures such as hand 
massages and nail care, the volunteers aimed to bring 
joy and restore a sense of dignity to the residents. 
Along with these acts of care, the volunteers prayed 
for the residents so they would feel remembered and 

valued. �e local pastor also shared a message of faith 
and encouragement, highlighting the importance of 
hope and spiritual strength. 
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Church leaders explained that initiatives like this form 
part of the Universal Church’s ongoing outreach e�orts 
across the country. 

�rough volunteer work, donations, and visits to 
community institutions, the church works to show 

compassion and support to people in need. 
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DIRECT TV (NY)
CHANNEL 42 

DISH TV (NY)
CHANNEL 39

FIOS BY VERIZON 
CHANNEL 792

FRONTIER 
CHANNEL 726

PROMISED LAND | 5PM

KINGS THE SERIES | 7PM

The Genesis Series: 
To Understand the 
Present, We Have 
to Start From the 

Beginning

GENESIS | 9PM



During the event, cloth-
ing, shoes, toys, and children’s 
items were distributed to fam-
ilies in need. Many people ar-
rived carrying heavy burdens, 
but they left with smiles and 
gratitude for the help they re-
ceived.

More than the material as-
sistance, the most valuable gift 
o�ered that day was a word 
of faith and a sincere prayer. 
Volunteers took time to lis-
ten, encourage, and remind 
people that they are not alone 

and that God cares for them.

�rough the work of 
Unisocial, lives continue to 
be reached and transformed. 
Every outreach is an opportu-
nity to extend a helping hand 
and share the message of hope 
that comes from the Word of 
God.

A few days ago, an important 
social outreach took place 
in the Bronx, near the Gun 

Hill Station in  Arnow communi-
ty. Volunteers from Unisocial came 
together with one purpose: to help 
those who are going through di�-
cult times.

Unisocial reaches out to the community in the Bronx

New York City in action

Recently, UniSocial volunteers 
carried out a special outreach 
on Bedford Avenue in New 

York City. It was a day dedicated to 
helping the community and showing 
that a simple act of kindness can make 
a big di�erence.

But the most important part of the day 
went beyond the material help. Each per-
son also received a prayer and a word of 
faith. Many listened with open hearts and 
left encouraged, knowing that God cares 
for them and that they are not alone.

Everyone welcomed the help with gen-
uine joy and gratitude. Moments like 
this show the true purpose of UniSocial. 
�e group continues to work tirelessly, 
reaching out to those in need and sharing 
faith, hope, and practical support with 
the community.

During the event, many people received 
support. Children were excited to receive 
toys, while families were given clothes and 
shoes donated by volunteers who wanted to 
lend a helping hand.

11 unisocial



TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (682) 230-3592
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
WEST DALLAS • 3024 Conklin St., Dallas TX 75212 • (682) 337-1585
NORTH HOUSTON • 16800 Imperial Valley Dr, Houston, TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 4546 W Commerce St, San Antonio, TX 78237 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 172 N ALLEN ST., ALBANY, NY 12206 • (518) 816-7904
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226 • (347) 756-8339
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10467 
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
FAR ROCKAWAY • 14-25 CENTRAL AVE FAR ROCKAWAY NY 11691 • (929) 260-8198
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 • (914) 447-0743
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 2045 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL 36107 • (334) 840-4656
COLORADO • 6738 E Colfax Ave, Denver CO 80220 
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900 
BROADWAY • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019
LONG BEACH • 
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1921 E Belmont Ave. Fresno CA 93721 • (559) 538-9346
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 807 N Union street Wilmington, DE 19805 • (302) 688-9307
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 • (754) 212-7878
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (689) 233-2409
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 N Main Street, Jacksonville FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
GEORGIA • DECATUR • 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave.Scottdale, GA 30079 • (470) 575-5222
EAST POINT • 2792 East Point St Atlanta, GA 30344
SAVANNAH • 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 • (912) 446-4914
HAWAII • 94-307 Farrington Hwy, Unit A11 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090
HILO • 750 Kaneolehua Ave. STE 103 - Hilo, HI 96720
HONOLULU • 1128 SMITH ST. HONOLULU, HI 96817
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
IOWA • 4240 Hickory Ln, Lower level, Sioux City, Iowa 51106 •(712) 797-1280
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, Upper level (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, NV 89119 • (702) 517-6367
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 3510 W 41st. St. Cleveland, OH 44109 • (440) 462-9595
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • (267)469-2594
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
GREENVILLE • 1601 Rutheford St. South Carolina 29609  •(864) 551-8651
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
VIRGINIA • 200 E Belt Blvd., Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 914-6086

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |

TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • 
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
DOWNTOWN DALLAS • 1508 Cadiz St., Dallas TX 75201 • (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON • 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226 • (347) 756-8339
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10467 
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 2045 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL 36107 • (334) 
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd., CA 90220 (855) 3321900
BROADWAY • 237  S.  Broadway,  Los  Angeles  CA  90012  •  (323)  975-1019
LONG BEACH • 
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 •  
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 688-9307
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 344 Candler Park Dr. NE. Atlanta, GA 30307 • (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH • 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 • (912) 446-4914
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407) 462-3026
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING access)

 MD  20910  •  (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 • (769) 218-9472
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, Nv 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 914-6086
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |

TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (682) 230-3592
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
DOWNTOWN DALLAS • 1508 Cadiz St., Dallas TX 75201 • (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON • 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226 • (347) 756-8339
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10467 
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 2045 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL 36107 • (334) 840-4656
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA
 

• COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
 BROADWAY • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019

LONG BEACH • 
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 538-9346
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 688-9307
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave.Scottdale, GA 30079 • (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH • 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 • (912) 446-4914
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA

 
• FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609

MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI •

 
12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036

POMPANO BEACH •
 

1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 • (754) 212-7878
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407)

 
462-3026

WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, Upper level (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 • (769) 218-9472
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, NV 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657

UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 914-6086
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |

GREENVILLE • 1601 Rutheford St. South Carolina 29609 • (864) 551-8651

15 E Montgomery Crossroad suite 101 Savannah, GA 31406

561-537-2447

TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (682) 230-3592
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
WEST DALLAS • 3024 Conklin St Dallas, TX 75212 • 682 337 1585
NORTH HOUSTON • 16800 Imperial Valley Dr Houston, TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 4546 W Commerce St San Antonio, TX 78237 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 • 832-779-4075

ALBANY • 172 N ALLEN ST. ALBANY, NY 12206 • 518 816 7904
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226 • 347 756 8339
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10456
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
FAR ROCKAWAY • 14-25 CENTRAL AVE FAR ROCKAWAY, NY 11691 • 929 260 8198
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 • 914 447 0743 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 2045 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL 36107 • (334) 840 4656
COLORADO • 6738 E Colfax Ave Denver, CO 80220
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
BROADWAY • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019
LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave �Long Beach, CA 90813 
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1921 E Belmont Ave Fresno CA 93721• (559) 538-9346
GLENDALE • 317 W Palmer Ave Glendale, CA 91204
OAKLAND • 9614 Macarthur Blvd Oakland, CA 94605
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 807 N Union St Wilmington, DE 19805 • (302) 688 9307
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 • 754 212 7878
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (689) 233 2409
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • 561-537-2447 
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
GEORGIA • DECATUR • 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave Scottdale, GA 30079 • (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH • 15 E Montgomery Crossroad suite 101 Savannah, GA 31406 
EAST POINT • 2792 East Point St Atlanta, GA 30344
HAWAII • 94-307 Farrington HWY, Unit A11 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090
HILO • 750 Kaneolehua Ave Ste 103 - Hilo, HI 96720
HONOLULU • 1128 Smith St. Honolulu, HI 96817
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
IOWA • 4240 Hickory Ln, Lower level, Sioux City, IA 51106 • 712 797 1280
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, upper level (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, Nv 89119 • (702) 517-6367
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • 862 955 7782 
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 3510 W 41st St Cleveland, OH 44109 • (440) 462-9595
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 267 469 2594
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
GREENVILLE • 1601 Rutherford St South Carolina 29609 •(864) 551-8651
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
VIRGINIA • 200 E Belt Blvd Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 914-6086

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:


