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Abraham held on to his beliefs for a long 
time, even when there was no hope left of 
seeing his dream come true. Because of this, 

he became the father of faith and a friend of God. 
He was blessed not only with one son but with mil-
lions of descendants, just as he was promised:

“So shall your descendants be. And not being 
weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, 
already dead (since he was about a hundred years 
old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. He did 
not waver at the promise of God through unbe-

lief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to 
God, and being fully convinced that what He had 
promised He was also able to perform.” Romans 

4:18–21

Those who truly live by faith are guided by what 
they cannot see, not by what they can see. If Abra-
ham had focused on his circumstances, he would 
certainly have been discouraged, just like anyone 
else would. In fact, he had plenty of reasons to feel 
that way. Outwardly, nothing was in his favor. He 
was not a young man married to a young woman 
who was unable to have children. He was an old 
man married to an old woman who was also unable 
to have children.

Those who have supernatural faith submit their 
natural plans to spiritual plans. Everything heaven-
ly is above what is earthly, and the spiritual is above 
the material.

Abraham’s secret was that his faith was completely 
anchored in the Word of God. That is why he never 
grew weak. The years of waiting did not defeat him, 
and the physical condition of him and his wife did 
not make him doubt what was most sublime and 

precious: the Word that God had given him.

Nothing in the universe compares to the Word of 
Almighty God. It is sovereign in Heaven and on 
Earth. Nothing can stop it. No force or power can 
oppose it. It is God Himself. Wherever His Word 
goes, darkness disappears and the impossible be-
comes possible. Abraham knew this. He under-
stood it and was fully convinced that the Almighty’s 
promise would be fulfilled. The time it took did 
not matter. He believed, and that faith sustained 
him day after day, year after year.

Exchanging what is certain for what seems un-
certain looks like madness to the world, but it is 
something only those who receive the revelation of 
supernatural faith can understand. Abraham was 
different. His faith made him stand out among 
his generation. Physical eyes look for physical ev-
idence, but spiritual eyes, the eyes of faith, look to 
the invisible and persevere until the promise is ful-
filled.

I couldn’t sleep properly for a 
long time. �is was my biggest 
problem. �ere were days when I 
wouldn’t sleep at all. On the days 
I did sleep, I only managed one 
or two hours. I just couldn’t stay 
asleep.

My mind was always racing. Since 
I couldn’t sleep, I would look for 
something to do. I worried about 
my children and grandchildren. I 
worried about what I had to do 
the next day, and how I was go-
ing to manage if I didn’t get any 
rest. Would I be alert enough to 
handle the things I needed to 

do? During the day, I dragged 
myself around just to complete 
simple chores because I was so 
tired. I could barely get through 
the day. But even though I felt 
exhausted, when I closed my 
eyes, I couldn’t fall asleep. I even 
tried taking melatonin, but it 
didn’t work.

When you can’t sleep, it feels like 
a heavy weight is on you. In that 
state, you start to fall behind in 
many things because you don’t 
have the energy. Doing chores 
becomes hard, cooking feels over-
whelming, and even taking care 
of basic hygiene becomes a strug-
gle. I just wanted to lay around 
all day. �e lack of sleep led me 
into depression. Not wanting to 
clean up or take care of myself 
was a sign of that.

One day, a friend invited me to 
the Universal Church. When I 

went, I simply listened. I wanted 
to understand what was so di�er-
ent about the Universal Church 
compared to other churches. 
From the very �rst day, I found 
myself returning every Sunday. I 
learned about the blessed water 
and began drinking it. I remem-
ber one service when the pastor 
prayed for those who could not 
sleep at night. He advised me 
to drink the blessed water three 
times a day, and I did. I kept it 
by my bed and drank some be-
fore lying down. Gradually, I be-
gan sleeping four or �ve hours. 
�en, all of a sudden, I realized 
I was sleeping through the entire 
night.

At �rst, I didn’t even notice. But 
then, like a light bulb turning 
on, it hit me: I was �nally sleep-
ing. Now I sleep well every night, 
and I have ever since.
  - Terrie Simpson
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“I Could Not Sleep at All”

The well of miracles
 �e Bible is �lled with stories of people who, 
when faced with impossible situations, turned their faith 
to God and received an answer. But they didn’t just say 
they believed; they took action that proved their faith. 
Both in the Bible and in our days, it is clear: when some-
one stands still, nothing changes. But when they cry out 
to God and put their faith into practice, results come.

�at’s why the doors of our church are open: to give you 
the chance to turn to God for help and put your faith 
into action.

Are you going through a di�cult time with your health? 
Is someone you love su�ering from a rare or serious ill-
ness? Have you been battling a chronic or medically in-
curable condition? If so, I have good news for you—don’t 
lose heart. No matter how big the problem may seem in 
your life or family, nothing is impossible for God. He 
can change it, He can heal it, and He can set you free. 
All He asks is that you believe and have the courage to 
act on your faith.

If you or someone you love is facing sickness, join us this 
Sunday at a Universal Church near you for the Gather-
ing of Faith and Miracles. You will receive a free bottle of 
the blessed water from the Well of Miracles. �is water 
comes from the Temple of Solomon and has been prayed 
over by Bishops and Pastors. �rough it, countless peo-
ple have shared powerful testimonies of healing. Wheth-
er you need physical, emotional, or spiritual healing, this 
invitation is for you.

Don’t miss this special gathering of faith at Universal 
Churches nationwide.
Service times: 7 AM, 10 AM, 3 PM, and 6 PM.
(Times may vary by location. Please contact your nearest 
Universal Church for details.)

BEATING DEPRESSION
 Depression is more than just feeling sad. It is a 
deep, overwhelming sorrow that weighs down the soul. 
It brings hopelessness, drains motivation, and makes even 
the simplest tasks feel impossible. In severe cases, it can 
even take away a person’s will to live. Depression is not 
only a state of mind, it is a sickness of the soul. But what 
can heal the soul? Only the Savior, the Lord Jesus, has the 
power to restore a troubled heart.
 Every Sunday, �e Universal Church opens its 
doors to those who are battling depression. If you need 
support, we invite you to visit a nearby branch. Join a 
Chain of Prayer, a seven-week commitment where you 
will receive spiritual strength through powerful prayers, 
practical guidance, and one-on-one counseling.
 You are not alone in this �ght. �ousands of peo-
ple around the world have found hope and transformation 
through faith, proving that a Chain of Prayer can truly 
make a di�erence. You can be the next success story. You 
can overcome depression.
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A Start

Kely Costa, 49, had no prior health prob-
lems when she suddenly began experienc-
ing severe pain. “It all happened out of the 
blue. I wasn’t feeling anything, and then I 
suddenly started feeling nauseous and had 
no desire to eat. I was constantly going 
to the bathroom, and I noticed my urine 
was very yellow, almost reddish in color. I 
also began to feel pain that reminded me 
of childbirth.”

At �rst, Kely and her sister believed a tea 
made from medicinal herbs would solve 
the problem. But instead of helping, it 
delayed her from getting proper medical 
care. As the hours passed, the pain grew 
worse. “�at was when my brother no-
ticed my lips turning purple and rushed 
me to the hospital,” Kely recalls, remem-
bering the fear her family felt.

Making faith an ally
�e doctor immediately ordered a urine 
test. �e results were so serious that Kely 
was admitted to the hospital right away. 
She describes the moment: “�e doctor 
didn’t tell me the results at �rst. He just 
asked me to sign the hospitalization pa-
pers. I didn’t understand, but I imagined 
it was serious. Later, I found out the test 
showed almost three million white blood 
cells—a very high number for a urine 
test.”

White blood cells, also called leukocytes, 

are part of the immune system and de-
fend the body. When they die, they are 
eliminated in the urine. A small amount 
is normal, but a very high count usually 
indicates infection. In most cases, a high 
number of white blood cells points to 
pyuria, or pus in the urine, which hap-
pens with a severe urinary tract infection. 
Patients with infections at this stage often 
require hospitalization and intravenous 
antibiotics, since the condition can be-
come very dangerous if untreated.(Source: 
Pedro Hsieh, Hematologist)

Kely began treatment with antibiotics, but 
she wasn’t given a discharge date, which 
increased her anxiety. “In that situation, 
I spoke to God. I told Him I couldn’t ac-
cept it. One moment I was �ne, and sud-
denly I was in a hospital bed. �at same 
day, my brother visited me and brought 
a Bible and the blessed water from the 
church. I began to combine my faith with 
the medical treatment.”

Her prayers gave her comfort and 
strengthened her conviction that God 
would restore her health. “I prayed like 
this: ‘My God, when I drink this water, I 
believe it is You entering me to heal me.’ I 
drank it with great faith.”

More than asking to be healed, Kely de-
termined she would not spend another 
day in the hospital. And that is exactly 
what happened. “I didn’t know how God 
would do it, but I believed that the next 
day He would be the one to discharge me. 
�e doctor came in with the new test re-
sults, showing my white blood cell count 
had dropped, and he cleared me to go 
home.”
Since then, she has never faced the prob-
lem again. Today, her routine exams are 
always within the normal range.

--Universal News--

Her test showed almost 3 million
 leukocytes

What's happening at the Universal ChurchWhat's happening at the Universal Church

In 2010, 
3 0 - y e a r - o l d 
wedding plan-
ner Sara started 
exper iencing 
some discom-
fort, but little 
did she know 
it was caused 
by a serious ill-
ness. 

"I started to 
feel changes in 

my abdomen, including bloating and shortness 
of breath while walking. I talked to my mother, 
Maria, about it, and we both thought it would 
go away on its own over time, but it didn't. 
Soon, speculation began that I was pregnant be-
cause of how distended my stomach was. I was 
calm within, but my mother, hearing all this, 
was not. We decided to go to the doctors, and 
I underwent some tests. It was discovered that I 
had ascites (abdominal swelling due to �uid ac-
cumulation, most often related to liver disease), 
but they said it wasn't possible to determine 
what was really happening through imaging 
alone," she explains.

Sara had to undergo several drainages to remove 
the �uid."I had �ve to six liters of �uid removed 
in one week at the hospital. �rough drainage 
and medication, the doctors were able to de-
termine that there was a tumor in my ovary. A 
week before my 15th birthday, I found out I had 
cancer."

At �rst, despair arose, but the teachings she had 
learned as a child, when she discovered the faith 
through her mother (who had been with the 
Universal Church for over 30 years), awakened 
something di�erent in Sara. "Of course, I felt 
fear. But as if a movie about the faith played in 
my head, I said to myself, I wouldn't accept dy-
ing of cancer. I felt fear like any human being, 
but I didn't panic. At times like this, when peo-
ple receive news that seems like a death sentence, 
the words of experts, of people, any word at all, 
is like a seed sown, but it's up to each person to 
decide what fruit that seed will bear. Although I 
didn't know God's plans, I knew that from this 
situation would come a great testimony and a 
profound inner change."

After the discovery, chemotherapy sessions be-
gan. "I was completely bald, debilitated, and to 

human eyes, I was an undead being," she says. 
"�ere were days when I couldn't eat anything. 
On the street, many people looked at me with 
pity." During treatment, an intestinal mass de-
veloped, preventing the chemotherapy from 
working. An umbilical hernia also developed, 
necessitating risky emergency surgery. "My 
mother had to sign a waiver. We were afraid, but 
our faith was stronger. Often, the ambulance 
would drop us o� at the church door. I attend-
ed the meetings feeling nauseous, but my soul 
was strengthened by the Word. �roughout this 
process, we steadfastly used the blessed water 
and we never missed a Sunday. When I couldn't 
go, my mother would bring the water to me at 
the hospital," she explains.

Upon entering the operating room, Sara knew 
God was with her. During the procedure, the 
intestinal mass and hernia, along with part of 
her intestine, ovary, and uterus, were removed. 
�e surgery lasted about three hours. "I believe 
it was God Himself who operated on me and 
that faith lifted me up, because everything I was 
experiencing was risky in human eyes, but today 
I am a living miracle," she shares.

Before and after
After three days, Sara left the ICU and went to a 
room."I started to recover, and my bowels start-
ed working. �ere was the possibility of using 
a colostomy bag, but it wasn't necessary. Once 
again, I used faith and the blessed water. I clung 
to God's Word, prayer, and purposes." In total, 
between the discovery and the end of my treat-
ment, it was a four-year struggle. "God is sov-
ereign in everything, and when something bad 
happens, we have to believe. Faith tells me that I 
have to believe that something good will come. 
It's easy to believe and 
trust when everything is 
going well, but faith is 
also for bad times. God 
was much more present 
with me in the desert."

�ere's a Sara before and 
after. She overcame the 
insecurity of having her 
uterus removed. "Today 
I'm a professional and 
am happily married. I'm 
happy, and my health and 
family are blessed," she 
concludes.

"In the eyes of humans, I was a living dead."

Before

After

4 -- Bishop Joshua --  -- Universal News --

Some people get so used to the storm that they build a 
house inside it. They stop fighting. They stop believing. 
They simply try to survive. They say things like:

“Maybe this is how my life will always be.”
“Maybe I deserve this.”
“This is just my cross to carry.”

But Jesus never told us to accept the storm. He told us to 
rebuke it.

When the disciples were in the boat and the storm came, 
they panicked. But what did the Lord do? He stood up and 
spoke to the wind and the sea:

“Peace! Be still!” (Mark 4:39)

And the storm obeyed.
The storm may be around you, but do not let it get inside 

you. Do not make peace with pain. Do not get comfortable 
with fear. Stand up in faith and speak to that storm.

Say:
“This problem has an end.”
“This depression is not mine.”
“This situation will not define my future.”
Jesus did not panic in the storm, and neither should you. 

Use your faith and the storm will have to obey.
May the God of the Bible bless you!

Rosilea, 53, a public servant 
in the salt industry, lives 
with her husband Donato 

and their two sons: Thalles, 27, a 
mechanical engineer, and Kaiky, 
15, a student.

In July 2021, their lives were 
shaken. After feeling unwell and 
noticing her abdomen swelling, 
Rosilea sought medical care. 
Initial tests suggested a liver 
condition that had caused ascites, 
a dangerous buildup of fluid in the 
abdomen. She underwent three 
procedures that drained a total 
of 15 liters of fluid. But the real 
diagnosis was far more serious: 
stage 3 ovarian cancer, already 

advanced and spreading to her peritoneum, the large membrane lining the abdominal 
cavity.

Rosilea recalls one of her most painful moments:
“The hardest part was telling my mother. She 

had already lost my father to cancer and my brother 
to leukemia. I could not bear the thought of her 
losing her only daughter too. But clinging to God, 
I told her: tears do not move Him, only faith in 
action does.”

Her eldest son, Thalles, was the first to hear the 
devastating verdict. After delivering her test results, 
the doctor told him bluntly:

“For medicine, there is no hope. On a scale of 0 to 100, her chance of survival is less 
than 1%. She has only a few months to live.”

Thalles chose not to share this with the rest of the family. Instead, he made a vow 
to God: he would only speak of the diagnosis after his mother’s healing testimony was 
complete.

The Moreira family had long been part of the Universal Church, and their faith had 
always been central. Faced with this crisis, they immersed themselves in prayer, vows, and 
trust in God while also following medical treatment.

“I did not want to dwell on the disease,” Rosilea says. “I told the doctors: I am here 
to undergo treatment, and I am here to use my faith. I went through 13 chemotherapy 

sessions. The first six did not work at all. But I never gave in to 
despair. One doctor even told me she could not understand how, 
with such an advanced illness, I was still eating and drinking 
normally.”

For Thalles, faith became their greatest weapon:
“We used water that had been blessed at Universal. She drank 

it even during chemo. We prayed together. She never missed the 
chain of healing prayers held on Tuesdays. We also climbed the 
Altar of sacrifice, putting everything in God’s hands.”

Their conviction was so strong that on January 25 of this 
year, the day of her surgery, Thalles recorded a video with his 
mother in the hospital. In it, they declared that they would soon 

be standing on the Altar sharing her testimony of healing, a promise they believed was 
already sealed by the Holy Spirit.

The surgery removed her ovary, uterus, and fallopian tubes. But the greatest concern 
was the peritoneum. A biopsy would determine whether the cancer had spread further. To 
everyone’s astonishment, the results came back showing no trace of malignancy.

After a year and three months of treatment, medical tests confirmed what the family 
had believed all along: Rosilea was healed. Her tumor marker levels, once at a staggering 
2,498 U/ml (normal is under 35), had dropped back to 23.7 U/ml, perfectly within the 
healthy range.

Only then did Thalles reveal to the rest of the family how dire the prognosis had truly 
been. He waited until they were standing at the church Altar, testifying of his mother’s 
recovery:

“It was not just about healing from cancer, it was about God proving His faithfulness. 
We always knew He would do it, but that day confirmed it is worth trusting Him with 
everything.”

Rosilea reflects on her journey:
“I overcame through faith. I once prayed: God, take me for any reason, but please not 

cancer. Break this curse. My son carried the weight of that grim diagnosis alone, but he 
never wavered. Only the Holy Spirit can explain such strength. I am here today for the 
honor and glory of God.”

Her husband, Donato, remembers one unforgettable exchange with her doctor at the 
height of her illness:

“We told her we would lean on our faith while fully respecting her role as a doctor, and 
as an angel sent to help us. She thought we were being naive. But a year and three months 
later, after seeing the results, she looked at us and said, ‘Your God is amazing. Your God 
is top.’”

Speak to the storm

“Less than a 1% chance of cure,” the doctor said
But Rosilea and her family’s faith defied the odds.

|Message|

Bishop Joshua
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A Start

Kely Costa, 49, had no prior health prob-
lems when she suddenly began experienc-
ing severe pain. “It all happened out of the 
blue. I wasn’t feeling anything, and then I 
suddenly started feeling nauseous and had 
no desire to eat. I was constantly going 
to the bathroom, and I noticed my urine 
was very yellow, almost reddish in color. I 
also began to feel pain that reminded me 
of childbirth.”

At �rst, Kely and her sister believed a tea 
made from medicinal herbs would solve 
the problem. But instead of helping, it 
delayed her from getting proper medical 
care. As the hours passed, the pain grew 
worse. “�at was when my brother no-
ticed my lips turning purple and rushed 
me to the hospital,” Kely recalls, remem-
bering the fear her family felt.

Making faith an ally
�e doctor immediately ordered a urine 
test. �e results were so serious that Kely 
was admitted to the hospital right away. 
She describes the moment: “�e doctor 
didn’t tell me the results at �rst. He just 
asked me to sign the hospitalization pa-
pers. I didn’t understand, but I imagined 
it was serious. Later, I found out the test 
showed almost three million white blood 
cells—a very high number for a urine 
test.”

White blood cells, also called leukocytes, 

are part of the immune system and de-
fend the body. When they die, they are 
eliminated in the urine. A small amount 
is normal, but a very high count usually 
indicates infection. In most cases, a high 
number of white blood cells points to 
pyuria, or pus in the urine, which hap-
pens with a severe urinary tract infection. 
Patients with infections at this stage often 
require hospitalization and intravenous 
antibiotics, since the condition can be-
come very dangerous if untreated.(Source: 
Pedro Hsieh, Hematologist)

Kely began treatment with antibiotics, but 
she wasn’t given a discharge date, which 
increased her anxiety. “In that situation, 
I spoke to God. I told Him I couldn’t ac-
cept it. One moment I was �ne, and sud-
denly I was in a hospital bed. �at same 
day, my brother visited me and brought 
a Bible and the blessed water from the 
church. I began to combine my faith with 
the medical treatment.”

Her prayers gave her comfort and 
strengthened her conviction that God 
would restore her health. “I prayed like 
this: ‘My God, when I drink this water, I 
believe it is You entering me to heal me.’ I 
drank it with great faith.”

More than asking to be healed, Kely de-
termined she would not spend another 
day in the hospital. And that is exactly 
what happened. “I didn’t know how God 
would do it, but I believed that the next 
day He would be the one to discharge me. 
�e doctor came in with the new test re-
sults, showing my white blood cell count 
had dropped, and he cleared me to go 
home.”
Since then, she has never faced the prob-
lem again. Today, her routine exams are 
always within the normal range.

--Universal News--

Her test showed almost 3 million
 leukocytes

What's happening at the Universal ChurchWhat's happening at the Universal Church

In 2010, 
3 0 - y e a r - o l d 
wedding plan-
ner Sara started 
exper iencing 
some discom-
fort, but little 
did she know 
it was caused 
by a serious ill-
ness. 

"I started to 
feel changes in 

my abdomen, including bloating and shortness 
of breath while walking. I talked to my mother, 
Maria, about it, and we both thought it would 
go away on its own over time, but it didn't. 
Soon, speculation began that I was pregnant be-
cause of how distended my stomach was. I was 
calm within, but my mother, hearing all this, 
was not. We decided to go to the doctors, and 
I underwent some tests. It was discovered that I 
had ascites (abdominal swelling due to �uid ac-
cumulation, most often related to liver disease), 
but they said it wasn't possible to determine 
what was really happening through imaging 
alone," she explains.

Sara had to undergo several drainages to remove 
the �uid."I had �ve to six liters of �uid removed 
in one week at the hospital. �rough drainage 
and medication, the doctors were able to de-
termine that there was a tumor in my ovary. A 
week before my 15th birthday, I found out I had 
cancer."

At �rst, despair arose, but the teachings she had 
learned as a child, when she discovered the faith 
through her mother (who had been with the 
Universal Church for over 30 years), awakened 
something di�erent in Sara. "Of course, I felt 
fear. But as if a movie about the faith played in 
my head, I said to myself, I wouldn't accept dy-
ing of cancer. I felt fear like any human being, 
but I didn't panic. At times like this, when peo-
ple receive news that seems like a death sentence, 
the words of experts, of people, any word at all, 
is like a seed sown, but it's up to each person to 
decide what fruit that seed will bear. Although I 
didn't know God's plans, I knew that from this 
situation would come a great testimony and a 
profound inner change."

After the discovery, chemotherapy sessions be-
gan. "I was completely bald, debilitated, and to 

human eyes, I was an undead being," she says. 
"�ere were days when I couldn't eat anything. 
On the street, many people looked at me with 
pity." During treatment, an intestinal mass de-
veloped, preventing the chemotherapy from 
working. An umbilical hernia also developed, 
necessitating risky emergency surgery. "My 
mother had to sign a waiver. We were afraid, but 
our faith was stronger. Often, the ambulance 
would drop us o� at the church door. I attend-
ed the meetings feeling nauseous, but my soul 
was strengthened by the Word. �roughout this 
process, we steadfastly used the blessed water 
and we never missed a Sunday. When I couldn't 
go, my mother would bring the water to me at 
the hospital," she explains.

Upon entering the operating room, Sara knew 
God was with her. During the procedure, the 
intestinal mass and hernia, along with part of 
her intestine, ovary, and uterus, were removed. 
�e surgery lasted about three hours. "I believe 
it was God Himself who operated on me and 
that faith lifted me up, because everything I was 
experiencing was risky in human eyes, but today 
I am a living miracle," she shares.

Before and after
After three days, Sara left the ICU and went to a 
room."I started to recover, and my bowels start-
ed working. �ere was the possibility of using 
a colostomy bag, but it wasn't necessary. Once 
again, I used faith and the blessed water. I clung 
to God's Word, prayer, and purposes." In total, 
between the discovery and the end of my treat-
ment, it was a four-year struggle. "God is sov-
ereign in everything, and when something bad 
happens, we have to believe. Faith tells me that I 
have to believe that something good will come. 
It's easy to believe and 
trust when everything is 
going well, but faith is 
also for bad times. God 
was much more present 
with me in the desert."

�ere's a Sara before and 
after. She overcame the 
insecurity of having her 
uterus removed. "Today 
I'm a professional and 
am happily married. I'm 
happy, and my health and 
family are blessed," she 
concludes.

"In the eyes of humans, I was a living dead."

Before

After
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Daiane Brito discovered she was 
pregnant unexpectedly. Despite the 
shock, she loved her baby from the 

start and continued her daily routine, as he was 
healthy and required no special care.

At 26 weeks, however, she experienced a 
placental abruption, a serious complication in 
which the placenta separates from the uterus. 
This required an emergency delivery and 
resulted in the premature birth of her son, John.
John was born measuring 13 inches and 
weighing just 2 pounds. At only six months of 
development, he faced uncertainty about his 
survival and was immediately transferred to the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. He battled several 
complications, including reflux, apnea, and a 
low platelet count, and had to remain isolated 
from other babies. After two months, he moved 
to a regular room but contracted COVID-19, 
which further threatened his fragile health.

While Daiane cared for John in the hospital, 
her family, who attended the Universal Church, 
prayed fervently for his recovery during services 
and at home. They also used the blessed water 
from church on Sundays as part of their prayers.
These were days of intense worry for Daiane 
and her husband, Gutemberg. 

He recalls: “I was very distressed by the situation, 
but I had to be strong, not just for myself, but 
especially for my wife. She was devastated seeing 
our son fighting for his life. I put my faith into 

action, persevered in prayer, and held tightly to 
God’s Word. That gave me hope.”

John’s condition worsened, and he returned to 
the neonatal intensive care unit, where he stayed 
on a ventilator until his lungs grew stronger. 
After a long and challenging journey, he was 
finally transferred to a regular room. After three 
months in the hospital and many prayers for a 
miracle, John went home.

Even after discharge, he still needed oxygen 
support to breathe. His parents applied what 
they had learned in church, trusting in God 
completely. They declared by faith that John 
would fully recover within a month, and their 
faith was rewarded. Before the month ended, 
the doctors confirmed his full recovery, and 
John began breathing normally on his own.

“Today, John is two years and four months old, 
healthy, and active. He has no after-effects, has 
been cleared by all specialists, and requires no 
ongoing monitoring. His life is a true miracle,” 
Daiane concludes.

Chagas disease pushed 
Elisangela to the brink 
of death. When even 

doctors gave up, her daughter 
Camila believed faith was the 
only way to save her mother.
Camila recalls how her mother’s 
health declined. It started with 
stomach pain, then frequent 
vomiting. “She lost so much 
weight, really a lot. We went 
to several hospitals, but no one 

could figure out what it was. 
When the doctors saw her, they 
thought it was HIV or syphilis,” 
Camila says.

At her weakest, Elisangela 
weighed only 50 pounds. For 
two years, the family went from 
hospital to hospital, searching 
for answers but finding none.
Eventually, a doctor suggested 
Chagas disease, and the diagnosis 
was confirmed through specific 
tests. She had been living with it 
for nearly ten years, and by then 
the condition had reached its 
most severe stage with dangerous 
complications. Her refusal to 
eat was linked to the dilation 
of her esophagus, which made 
swallowing almost impossible. 
This condition, known as 
Chagas megaesophagus, happens 
when the nerves in the organ are 
damaged.

The disease often progresses 
silently, without clear symptoms. 
“It was a hard time, especially 

because my mother was the 
one providing for us back then. 
To stay strong, I would lock 
myself in the hospital bathroom 
and pray, crying and calling 
out to God for her. I couldn’t 
imagine going through that, but 
I realized I had to put my faith 
into action,” Camila recalls. The 
diagnosis came in September 
2020.

Palliative treatment
Elisangela’s condition grew 
worse each day. During her 
crises, she twisted in pain. “She 
couldn’t walk anymore, she had 
to take bed baths, wear diapers, 
and use a feeding tube, which 
often didn’t work properly and 

only caused more suffering,” says 
Camila. Doctors offered only 
palliative care, meant to ease pain 
rather than cure. “The longer she 
stayed in hospitals, the more 
confused they seemed. They 
didn’t know what else to do, and 
many times they just transferred 
her because they no longer had 
the resources,” Camila explains.

Prepared for the worst
As her health deteriorated, 
doctors sent her home. “One 
of them told me, ‘I’m going 
to release your mother so she 
can be with her family, because 
there’s nothing else we can do.’ 
Every day they said she wouldn’t 
survive, but I kept encouraging 
her to use her faith. I told her 
only God could rescue her. The 
truth is, we had no one but 
Him,” Camila remembers.

Even the family had lost hope. 
“Some said they would pay for 
a funeral plan since she wouldn’t 
last long,” Camila says. One 
doctor even refused to treat her: 

“When he saw her get out of the car, he said she 
would die soon and he didn’t want to carry that 
guilt.”

Nobody expected it
While relatives were preparing for the worst, 
Camila held on to her faith. “I used the blessed 
water. Since my mother couldn’t go to church, 
I drank it on her behalf and, by faith, declared 
her healing. I made personal vows and prayed 
for her,” she says.

Then the unthinkable happened. After her 
condition had reached its lowest point, new tests 
showed no trace of Chagas disease. The doctors 
were stunned. “I had no one else to turn to, and 
faith in God was my refuge,” Camila says.

“God healed me. Today I’m here, alive and 
strong,” Elisangela adds.

“For My house shall 
be called a house 
of prayer for all 

nations.” Isaiah 56:7

The family considered ordering a coffin for her.The family considered ordering a coffin for her.

Rosemeri Terezinha Pompeu noticed an 
increase in her menstrual flow, which 
intensified over time. “During this period, 

I sought medical help, and there was a suspicion 
of a sequela of COVID-19. However, even with 
the use of medication, the flow did not return to 
normal,” she says.

As the situation worsened, she began to have 
hemorrhages and, because of this, in a period of 
two months, she ended up needing a transfusion 
of 12 bags of blood. However, this was still not 
enough to replace the blood 
loss, since her body was also 
expelling blood from transfusions. 
“I fainted several times, had 
severe headaches, and was often 
embarrassed because my clothes 
would get dirty when I went to 
church and the supermarket, due 
to the constant bleeding,” she says.

At that time, Rosemeri underwent 
several medical tests and, when 
she consulted another specialist, 
the diagnosis of all her suffering 
was confirmed: cancer of the cervix. “When they 
saw my condition, the doctors gave me 15 days to 
live and a remote chance of a cure. After all, they 
believed it was a rare cancer that was already rooted 
in my body and could spread to other organs in a 
short time,” she explains.

Rosemeri recalls that, when she heard this news, 
she felt very sad, especially when she thought of 
her son, who was only 6 years old at the time, 
after all, the news about his health was getting 
worse with each passing moment. “Because of the 
constant blood loss, I developed anemia and almost 
leukemia. The doctors also said that the chance of 
death was 85% and that this was increasing with 

each passing day,” she says.

Faced with such a critical case, the medical 
team stated that a surgical procedure was no 
longer possible, since death was inevitable. So, 
chemotherapy treatment was the desired option. 
“I did the sessions for eight months. It was a very 
difficult period, because, in addition to what I was 

already going through as a 
consequence of the cancer, 
the reactions to the treatment 
were increasing, which 
affected my family life and 
my financial situation,” she 
says.

However, she already knew 
about faith, attended the 
Universal Church, and knew 
that, even if she could not 
obtain a cure from the hands 
of man, she had the Doctor 

of doctors on her side. “Even when faced with 
obstacles, I believed that the cure would come from 
Jesus, just as he cured the hemorrhaging woman, 
and I used my faith through healing campaigns 
and chains of prayer,” she says.

After so many words of death, she surrendered 
herself at the Altar of God through a campaign 
of faith, and, in February 2021, her cure was 
confirmed through new tests. “It was a surprise for 
the doctors, because I was completely cured. When 
I entered the office, the doctor could hardly believe 
that I was there before him, to the point of getting 
emotional and saying: ‘you made me believe in 
God again’”, she says.

...............................................................................................................................................

"The doctors also said 
that the chance of death 

was 85%."

By our standards, there are insoluble 
problems, unthinkable outcomes, and 
conditions that mathematically do not 

change. But Faith – which ignores the impossible – 
makes human reasons be questioned. After all, who 
is capable of explaining a miracle?

Faith dares to provoke miracles and, at the same 
time, does not give us explanations for this. Either 
you believe in the miracle or you do not believe in 
it, and in this case, doubts may arise. Would there, 
after all, be a unilateral way out of a life submerged 
in addictions, for example? Would there be a stroke 
of luck or something for the despicable to crown 
them with honor? Would there also be turnarounds 
for commonly accepted problems? To the most 
skeptical, any story that turns the corner in the 
face of what is considered to be obvious in detail is 
reduced to insignificance. However, from a spiritual 
point of view, there is a certain absurdity in this 
resistance. Our humanity, although endowed with 
reason and intelligence, is undeniably limited, and 
having quantum-physical explanations for any 
subjects, therefore, becomes something alluring, 
but equally fallible.

Imagine the scenes of various situations described in 
it, such as the one the prophet Ezekiel experienced 
before an enormous valley of very dry bones, which 
gathered each one in its right place and formed, 
frighteningly, a great army (Ezekiel 37). Who 
would be able to imagine the sun standing still 
for almost an entire day, at Joshua’s command? 
(Joshua 10). Doomed to her misery, how can we 
explain what the widow of Zarephath experienced, 
who saw flour and oil appear practically “out of 
nowhere” and overflow her jars? (1 Kings 17). How 
can we understand a sea that opens up and kindly 
allows a multitude of millions to cross on dry land? 
(Exodus 14). From these examples we understand 
that a miracle is something that seems unattainable 
and, in fact, humanly speaking, it is something 
that escapes our comprehension.

The miracle points to the fact that God’s power 
is immeasurable, revealing, in a way, His “size”. 
There are countless Divine promises, and they fall 
like rain from Heaven to all Humanity. However, 
they are only fulfilled in the lives of those who 
believe, “because if there is no belief, there is no 
miracle. It does not come from God alone nor 
you alone:   there has to be a partnership between 
you and God, God and you. You unite with Him 
through the faith that He gave you. This faith that 
you have inside is suffocated by doubts, fears, 
worries, suffering, the words of others, advice, and 
empty ideas, so that it becomes powerless. Now, if 
your faith is without strength, without vigor, how 
are you going to overcome this situation? How are 
you going to get out of this suffering, this state of 
depression, anguish and pain? There is no way. 
Now, those who cling to a little piece of faith, even 
if suffocated, and encourage it, finally contemplate 
the impossible.

You and your loved ones can also receive miracles. 
Believe that the impossible can be possible! Read 
the following stories of faith and be empowered to 
receive your miracle today! 

IS THE TIME FOR MIRACLES OVER?

Today, three years after that date, Rosemeri 
undergoes tests that further validate the 
miracle and her life, since then, has been 
normal. “I have health, life, and disposition, 

I have not had any after-effects or problems. 
I am very grateful for God’s mercy and I 
will speak of Him every day of my life”, she 
concludes.

Cristiane Rodrigues was in the 
Presence of God when she began to 
be enchanted by the world. At first, 

she felt happy, free, and fulfilled. It was during 
this period, two decades ago, that she met 
Anélio Rodrigues. They soon began dating, 
then moved in together and got married in a 
civil ceremony.

But their relationship was always turbulent, 
as she reports: “He drank uncontrollably and 
we fought a lot. I got to the point where I 
would boil water to throw on him, lock the 
door, and leave him outside or locked up in 
the house so he wouldn't go out drinking 
with his friends. As time went by, the physical 
aggressions began.”

Cristiane’s family always invited her to return 
to the Universal Church, but she reluctantly 
went. This changed with the unsustainable 
situation she was experiencing in her marriage, 
which made her want to go to church. She 
went, but with the wrong intentions: she 
wanted to fight for her marriage and for her 
husband to change.

She says that, before completing two years of 
marriage, the pastor asked a question during a 
meeting that caught her attention: “How can 
a person who is drowning save another who 
is also drowning?” She says how she reacted 
to the message: “That touched me. I thought: 
‘Really! How can that be? I’m not well and 
I’m looking for my husband.’ So, I started 
searching for myself.”

She was baptized in water, started praying and 
reading the Bible again, and sought the Holy 
Spirit. Her desire to see Anélio converted 
remained, and she still made resolutions 
for him, but her goal was to change herself 

and, with the help of the Author of Love, act 
wisely. Do you want to know how she did 
this? Because her husband always refused her 
invitations to go to church, she subtly shared 
verses that caught his attention.

She shares the result of this attitude: “He 
began to take an interest in reading the Word 
of God. Sometimes, when he was at work, 
he would call me and say, ‘I’m reading this 
and I don’t understand it.’ I would explain 
it to him. He began to pay his tithe, stopped 
buying alcoholic beverages, and I saw that 
God was doing His Work.”

Until one Sunday morning, he asked his wife, 
“Iron some clothes so I can go to church 
with you.” She did so and saw her husband 
accompany her for the first time. He soon 
freed himself from his drinking addiction, 
was baptized in water, and also received the 
Holy Spirit. When they both began to have 
the Author of Love dwelling in them, their 
marriage was transformed.

If she had not understood that she needed 
to seek herself, instead of focusing on her 
husband, the conflicts in their marriage 
would have continued. It was when he saw 
his wife's change and the wise way she began 
to act and react that he wanted to go through 
the same transformation. “Today, thank God, 
my husband and I serve God as volunteers, as 
I prophesied so many times when he would 
pick me up from church after the meeting, 
and he would laugh. I know that, in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, God will honor our faith 
much more,” he concludes.

"He drank uncontrollably and we fought a lot." 

Arlindo João Mendes says 
he was influenced by false 
friendships in his youth. 

Once, when he was returning 
home after work, he agreed to 
try a marijuana cigarette, which 
became frequent. “Until one day 
a police car stopped us right after 
we bought drugs and it was the first 
time I ended up in a police station. 
I marked the investigation and was 
released. That was a disappointment 
for my mother,” he recalls.

Even after this bad experience, he 
says he continued using drugs and, 
because of that, his situation got 
worse. “I already had a wife and two 
children and a completely ruined 
life. I was a drug user, addicted 
to drinking and prostitution, and 
I frequented nightclubs. I had a 
troubled relationship and every 
job I got didn’t work out because 
I would come back drunk when I 
got back from lunch. I was a liar, 
people didn’t trust me, and because 
I couldn’t stop at any job, I started 
selling drugs. I was arrested in 
the 1980s and served ten years in 
prison,” he says.

Upon his release, he recalls that 
he gave in to his drug and alcohol 
addiction in an attempt to escape 
reality. When he was going with 
a colleague to buy drugs, he was 
almost killed. “They set me up, I 
was shot six times and almost died, 
but God already had a plan for my 
life. My family was ashamed of me 
for the things I did and we never 

had a day of peace, because it was 
fight after fight. My wife couldn’t 
handle so much suffering and we 
separated. So, I left home and went 
to live in a dirty basement with a 
friend. We lived off of alcohol,” he 
says.

All it took was one decision.
One day in 2019, when he was 
at the door of a bar, one of his 
daughters, who is a volunteer at 
the Universal Church, invited him 
to go to church. “I still remember 
what she told me: ‘Father, this is not 
the life God has prepared for you. 
He has the best to give you, you just 
have to listen and obey the Word.’ 
That’s when I saw how much God 
cared for me. Even though I was 
at rock bottom, empty, without 
any hope, He was taking care of 
me. I started attending meetings, I 
truly surrendered myself, and gave 
my all to God. As I surrendered, I 
saw God completely restoring me. 
I was baptized in water and after 
four months I received my most 
precious gift: the Presence of God. 
With that, all my traumas, fears, 
and emptiness were overcome,” he 
assures.

Although Arlindo decided to 
surrender to God, he says that his 
period of deliverance was not easy. 
“I would go to meetings with two 
cigarettes in my pocket to smoke 
after leaving church, but something 
inside me was already changing. I 
already felt terrible about hearing 
the Word of God and going back 

to doing everything wrong. God 
was working in my life until I spoke 
to the Lord Jesus with all sincerity 
and asked for help. That was when 
I abandoned my error and freed 
myself from all my addictions, 
including cigarettes, which had 
been with me for 47 years. I had 
already tried to quit smoking and 
couldn’t,” he says.

Free from his addictions and 
everything that oppressed him, 
Arlindo says that, after receiving 
the Holy Spirit, it didn’t take long 
for his story to be completely 
transformed. “Today I am in the 
faith, my family is restored, my wife 
and five children have forgiven me 
for all my mistakes and now we live 
in harmony. The most important 
thing is that God lives in me. I no 
longer need any kind of addiction 
to be happy. With God, my joy 
is permanent, even in the midst 
of struggles. I am a new man,” he 
concludes.

My wife couldn’t handle so much suffering. Christian Carelli has a story of 
overcoming obstacles. His childhood 
was marked by financial difficulties 

and family conflicts. “My father was 
scammed by a company and lost all his assets, 
including an apartment, house, cars, money, 
and a company,” he recalls. “We had difficulty 
eating and were evicted from two houses.”

These experiences left painful scars on 
Christian. “My father drank a lot, my mother 
would lock him out of the house because he 
would come home drunk,” he says. Growing 
up amidst tensions, Christian became a 
rebellious teenager. “My parents kept me at 
home a lot. I told them that when I came 
of age I would learn everything at once and 
that’s what I did,” he says.

Despite all the turbulence, a new hope arose 
for the family when his parents discovered 
the Universal Church. “My parents came to 
church through television programs and my 
sister and I, who were still children, followed 
them,” he says. Christian began attending 
the Children’s Bible Center (CBC) and 
then the Youth Power Group (YPG), where 
he remained until he was 16. However, his 
curiosity about the world grew within him. 
At 17, he left the church. “I knew the church 
and participated in the events, but I had not 
had an encounter with God,” he explains. “I 
lost my dignity” His lack of connection with 
faith led him to seek what the world had to 
offer, especially in soccer, a passion that led 
him to join an organized fan club and, later, 
to lead the group. It was in this environment 
that Christian began to get involved with 
drugs: 

“I started using it recreationally, I started 
smoking cigarettes and then I discovered 
cocaine.” What seemed like occasional fun 
quickly became a devastating addiction, 
which led him to lose material possessions, 

such as a car, money, and other things in 
life. “My addiction made me lose what I 
had achieved with great sacrifice and got 
into debt, but the worst part was losing my 
dignity,” he says.

The crisis reached its peak after several 
fights and episodes of violence, when his 
wife decided to leave home, taking their son 
with her. “I was left alone in a small house, 
with nothing, no family, and completely 
disillusioned.” Sunk in depression and 
without prospects, Christian found solace in 
drugs, but his mother, who had always been a 
believer, never gave up on him. “My mother 
always made vows for me, she fought for my 
soul,” he says. Amid the darkness, Christian 
says that a pastor’s invitation for him to go to 
church changed his life. Even though he felt 
disturbed, he began attending meetings at the 
Universal Church.

The transformation was gradual but definitive. 
Christian abandoned old habits, friendships, 
and attitudes that had distanced him from 
his faith and promised never to get involved 
with anything illicit again. Baptism in water 
marked the beginning of a new phase, in 
which he decided to start over from scratch. 
“I humbled myself and learned everything 
again.” From that moment on, Christian 
committed himself completely to his faith, 
until he received the Holy Spirit.

Today, Christian has rebuilt his family, 
remarried his wife, Patricia Zaggia Carelli, 
and achieved a leadership position in his 
work. “That person who could not hold 
a penny in his hand now takes care of his 
bosses’ money,” he celebrates.

My addiction made me lose my dignity.

Originating from the Latin term “vitium”, 
the word addiction means failure or 
defect. In the dictionary, we read the 
following definition: “to make bad, worse, 
corrupt or spoiled; to alter to deceive; to 
corrupt, pervert, deprave”. The World 
Health Organization (WHO), in turn, 
understands that addiction is a physical 
and psycho-emotional disease.

Addiction is viewed by many as a personal 
experience. However, addiction can affect 
the family in many ways. Studies show that 
growing up with an alcoholic parent can 
affect a child, and spouses and parents can 
be similarly impacted by addiction.

The effects of addiction can be both short-
term and long-term. Conflict becomes 
normal. Trust begins to erode. Marriages 
can end in divorce due to changes caused 
by addiction. Communication becomes 
more difficult, highlighting frustration.
When one family member is addicted, 
the family as a whole can be negatively 
impacted by phenomena such as:
* Side effects
* Withdrawal
* Strained relationships
* Financial hardships
* Poor school performance
* Exposure to other drugs
* Reckless behavior within the home
* Stealing money to support a habit
* Running away from home
* Causing parental grief

The latest National Survey of Families of 
Drug Addicts estimates that at least 28 
million people have a family member who 
is a drug addict and the repercussions are 
the most varied: 58% of families are affected 
in their professional activities and 33% 
are afraid of their family member dying 
or claim to have been threatened by them. 
It is easy to understand this data, since no 
mother, wife, or daughter, for example, 
sees a family member self-destructing and 
remains fine or indifferent.

What is behind any type of addiction is a 
spirit and, more than wanting to affect the 
body or mind of the addict, its main target 
is to reach his soul. But there is a way out 
to be free from any addiction! Participate 
every Friday, deliverance service, at the 
nearest Universal Church to you. See the 
back page for locations.

“The effects “The effects 
of addiction of addiction 
on American on American 

families.”families.”

Source: https://www.addictioncenter.com/addiction
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“Our son was “Our son was 
fighting for his life.”fighting for his life.”

Note: The Universal Church teaches the practice of spiritual faith combined with the medical treatment recommended for each patient.

Since its inauguration in 2014, the Temple 
of Solomon has stood as a house of prayer 
for every nation and culture. With room 
for 10,000 people and four services each 

day from Monday to Monday, 40,000 
prayers rise daily from this sacred place. 
In just one month, more than 1.2 million 
prayers are lifted to God, prayers that are 
answered and cries that reach heaven.

Chosen by God, the Temple of Solomon 
also holds the well of blessed water in the 

Garden of Olives. This same water will 
be shared this Sunday in every Universal 
Church. Many people have already 
experienced God’s power through faith, 
attending the Gathering of Faith and 
Miracles, and drinking the blessed water. 

What once seemed impossible became a 
miracle in their lives. Do not miss this 
opportunity, because one sincere prayer 
made in faith can change your life forever.

John was born John was born 
measuring 13 inches measuring 13 inches 

and weighing just and weighing just 
two pounds. two pounds. 
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Daiane Brito discovered she was 
pregnant unexpectedly. Despite the 
shock, she loved her baby from the 

start and continued her daily routine, as he was 
healthy and required no special care.

At 26 weeks, however, she experienced a 
placental abruption, a serious complication in 
which the placenta separates from the uterus. 
This required an emergency delivery and 
resulted in the premature birth of her son, John.
John was born measuring 13 inches and 
weighing just 2 pounds. At only six months of 
development, he faced uncertainty about his 
survival and was immediately transferred to the 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. He battled several 
complications, including reflux, apnea, and a 
low platelet count, and had to remain isolated 
from other babies. After two months, he moved 
to a regular room but contracted COVID-19, 
which further threatened his fragile health.

While Daiane cared for John in the hospital, 
her family, who attended the Universal Church, 
prayed fervently for his recovery during services 
and at home. They also used the blessed water 
from church on Sundays as part of their prayers.
These were days of intense worry for Daiane 
and her husband, Gutemberg. 

He recalls: “I was very distressed by the situation, 
but I had to be strong, not just for myself, but 
especially for my wife. She was devastated seeing 
our son fighting for his life. I put my faith into 

action, persevered in prayer, and held tightly to 
God’s Word. That gave me hope.”

John’s condition worsened, and he returned to 
the neonatal intensive care unit, where he stayed 
on a ventilator until his lungs grew stronger. 
After a long and challenging journey, he was 
finally transferred to a regular room. After three 
months in the hospital and many prayers for a 
miracle, John went home.

Even after discharge, he still needed oxygen 
support to breathe. His parents applied what 
they had learned in church, trusting in God 
completely. They declared by faith that John 
would fully recover within a month, and their 
faith was rewarded. Before the month ended, 
the doctors confirmed his full recovery, and 
John began breathing normally on his own.

“Today, John is two years and four months old, 
healthy, and active. He has no after-effects, has 
been cleared by all specialists, and requires no 
ongoing monitoring. His life is a true miracle,” 
Daiane concludes.

Chagas disease pushed 
Elisangela to the brink 
of death. When even 

doctors gave up, her daughter 
Camila believed faith was the 
only way to save her mother.
Camila recalls how her mother’s 
health declined. It started with 
stomach pain, then frequent 
vomiting. “She lost so much 
weight, really a lot. We went 
to several hospitals, but no one 

could figure out what it was. 
When the doctors saw her, they 
thought it was HIV or syphilis,” 
Camila says.

At her weakest, Elisangela 
weighed only 50 pounds. For 
two years, the family went from 
hospital to hospital, searching 
for answers but finding none.
Eventually, a doctor suggested 
Chagas disease, and the diagnosis 
was confirmed through specific 
tests. She had been living with it 
for nearly ten years, and by then 
the condition had reached its 
most severe stage with dangerous 
complications. Her refusal to 
eat was linked to the dilation 
of her esophagus, which made 
swallowing almost impossible. 
This condition, known as 
Chagas megaesophagus, happens 
when the nerves in the organ are 
damaged.

The disease often progresses 
silently, without clear symptoms. 
“It was a hard time, especially 

because my mother was the 
one providing for us back then. 
To stay strong, I would lock 
myself in the hospital bathroom 
and pray, crying and calling 
out to God for her. I couldn’t 
imagine going through that, but 
I realized I had to put my faith 
into action,” Camila recalls. The 
diagnosis came in September 
2020.

Palliative treatment
Elisangela’s condition grew 
worse each day. During her 
crises, she twisted in pain. “She 
couldn’t walk anymore, she had 
to take bed baths, wear diapers, 
and use a feeding tube, which 
often didn’t work properly and 

only caused more suffering,” says 
Camila. Doctors offered only 
palliative care, meant to ease pain 
rather than cure. “The longer she 
stayed in hospitals, the more 
confused they seemed. They 
didn’t know what else to do, and 
many times they just transferred 
her because they no longer had 
the resources,” Camila explains.

Prepared for the worst
As her health deteriorated, 
doctors sent her home. “One 
of them told me, ‘I’m going 
to release your mother so she 
can be with her family, because 
there’s nothing else we can do.’ 
Every day they said she wouldn’t 
survive, but I kept encouraging 
her to use her faith. I told her 
only God could rescue her. The 
truth is, we had no one but 
Him,” Camila remembers.

Even the family had lost hope. 
“Some said they would pay for 
a funeral plan since she wouldn’t 
last long,” Camila says. One 
doctor even refused to treat her: 

“When he saw her get out of the car, he said she 
would die soon and he didn’t want to carry that 
guilt.”

Nobody expected it
While relatives were preparing for the worst, 
Camila held on to her faith. “I used the blessed 
water. Since my mother couldn’t go to church, 
I drank it on her behalf and, by faith, declared 
her healing. I made personal vows and prayed 
for her,” she says.

Then the unthinkable happened. After her 
condition had reached its lowest point, new tests 
showed no trace of Chagas disease. The doctors 
were stunned. “I had no one else to turn to, and 
faith in God was my refuge,” Camila says.

“God healed me. Today I’m here, alive and 
strong,” Elisangela adds.

“For My house shall 
be called a house 
of prayer for all 

nations.” Isaiah 56:7

The family considered ordering a coffin for her.The family considered ordering a coffin for her.

Rosemeri Terezinha Pompeu noticed an 
increase in her menstrual flow, which 
intensified over time. “During this period, 

I sought medical help, and there was a suspicion 
of a sequela of COVID-19. However, even with 
the use of medication, the flow did not return to 
normal,” she says.

As the situation worsened, she began to have 
hemorrhages and, because of this, in a period of 
two months, she ended up needing a transfusion 
of 12 bags of blood. However, this was still not 
enough to replace the blood 
loss, since her body was also 
expelling blood from transfusions. 
“I fainted several times, had 
severe headaches, and was often 
embarrassed because my clothes 
would get dirty when I went to 
church and the supermarket, due 
to the constant bleeding,” she says.

At that time, Rosemeri underwent 
several medical tests and, when 
she consulted another specialist, 
the diagnosis of all her suffering 
was confirmed: cancer of the cervix. “When they 
saw my condition, the doctors gave me 15 days to 
live and a remote chance of a cure. After all, they 
believed it was a rare cancer that was already rooted 
in my body and could spread to other organs in a 
short time,” she explains.

Rosemeri recalls that, when she heard this news, 
she felt very sad, especially when she thought of 
her son, who was only 6 years old at the time, 
after all, the news about his health was getting 
worse with each passing moment. “Because of the 
constant blood loss, I developed anemia and almost 
leukemia. The doctors also said that the chance of 
death was 85% and that this was increasing with 

each passing day,” she says.

Faced with such a critical case, the medical 
team stated that a surgical procedure was no 
longer possible, since death was inevitable. So, 
chemotherapy treatment was the desired option. 
“I did the sessions for eight months. It was a very 
difficult period, because, in addition to what I was 

already going through as a 
consequence of the cancer, 
the reactions to the treatment 
were increasing, which 
affected my family life and 
my financial situation,” she 
says.

However, she already knew 
about faith, attended the 
Universal Church, and knew 
that, even if she could not 
obtain a cure from the hands 
of man, she had the Doctor 

of doctors on her side. “Even when faced with 
obstacles, I believed that the cure would come from 
Jesus, just as he cured the hemorrhaging woman, 
and I used my faith through healing campaigns 
and chains of prayer,” she says.

After so many words of death, she surrendered 
herself at the Altar of God through a campaign 
of faith, and, in February 2021, her cure was 
confirmed through new tests. “It was a surprise for 
the doctors, because I was completely cured. When 
I entered the office, the doctor could hardly believe 
that I was there before him, to the point of getting 
emotional and saying: ‘you made me believe in 
God again’”, she says.

...............................................................................................................................................

"The doctors also said 
that the chance of death 

was 85%."

By our standards, there are insoluble 
problems, unthinkable outcomes, and 
conditions that mathematically do not 

change. But Faith – which ignores the impossible – 
makes human reasons be questioned. After all, who 
is capable of explaining a miracle?

Faith dares to provoke miracles and, at the same 
time, does not give us explanations for this. Either 
you believe in the miracle or you do not believe in 
it, and in this case, doubts may arise. Would there, 
after all, be a unilateral way out of a life submerged 
in addictions, for example? Would there be a stroke 
of luck or something for the despicable to crown 
them with honor? Would there also be turnarounds 
for commonly accepted problems? To the most 
skeptical, any story that turns the corner in the 
face of what is considered to be obvious in detail is 
reduced to insignificance. However, from a spiritual 
point of view, there is a certain absurdity in this 
resistance. Our humanity, although endowed with 
reason and intelligence, is undeniably limited, and 
having quantum-physical explanations for any 
subjects, therefore, becomes something alluring, 
but equally fallible.

Imagine the scenes of various situations described in 
it, such as the one the prophet Ezekiel experienced 
before an enormous valley of very dry bones, which 
gathered each one in its right place and formed, 
frighteningly, a great army (Ezekiel 37). Who 
would be able to imagine the sun standing still 
for almost an entire day, at Joshua’s command? 
(Joshua 10). Doomed to her misery, how can we 
explain what the widow of Zarephath experienced, 
who saw flour and oil appear practically “out of 
nowhere” and overflow her jars? (1 Kings 17). How 
can we understand a sea that opens up and kindly 
allows a multitude of millions to cross on dry land? 
(Exodus 14). From these examples we understand 
that a miracle is something that seems unattainable 
and, in fact, humanly speaking, it is something 
that escapes our comprehension.

The miracle points to the fact that God’s power 
is immeasurable, revealing, in a way, His “size”. 
There are countless Divine promises, and they fall 
like rain from Heaven to all Humanity. However, 
they are only fulfilled in the lives of those who 
believe, “because if there is no belief, there is no 
miracle. It does not come from God alone nor 
you alone:   there has to be a partnership between 
you and God, God and you. You unite with Him 
through the faith that He gave you. This faith that 
you have inside is suffocated by doubts, fears, 
worries, suffering, the words of others, advice, and 
empty ideas, so that it becomes powerless. Now, if 
your faith is without strength, without vigor, how 
are you going to overcome this situation? How are 
you going to get out of this suffering, this state of 
depression, anguish and pain? There is no way. 
Now, those who cling to a little piece of faith, even 
if suffocated, and encourage it, finally contemplate 
the impossible.

You and your loved ones can also receive miracles. 
Believe that the impossible can be possible! Read 
the following stories of faith and be empowered to 
receive your miracle today! 

IS THE TIME FOR MIRACLES OVER?

Today, three years after that date, Rosemeri 
undergoes tests that further validate the 
miracle and her life, since then, has been 
normal. “I have health, life, and disposition, 

I have not had any after-effects or problems. 
I am very grateful for God’s mercy and I 
will speak of Him every day of my life”, she 
concludes.

Cristiane Rodrigues was in the 
Presence of God when she began to 
be enchanted by the world. At first, 

she felt happy, free, and fulfilled. It was during 
this period, two decades ago, that she met 
Anélio Rodrigues. They soon began dating, 
then moved in together and got married in a 
civil ceremony.

But their relationship was always turbulent, 
as she reports: “He drank uncontrollably and 
we fought a lot. I got to the point where I 
would boil water to throw on him, lock the 
door, and leave him outside or locked up in 
the house so he wouldn't go out drinking 
with his friends. As time went by, the physical 
aggressions began.”

Cristiane’s family always invited her to return 
to the Universal Church, but she reluctantly 
went. This changed with the unsustainable 
situation she was experiencing in her marriage, 
which made her want to go to church. She 
went, but with the wrong intentions: she 
wanted to fight for her marriage and for her 
husband to change.

She says that, before completing two years of 
marriage, the pastor asked a question during a 
meeting that caught her attention: “How can 
a person who is drowning save another who 
is also drowning?” She says how she reacted 
to the message: “That touched me. I thought: 
‘Really! How can that be? I’m not well and 
I’m looking for my husband.’ So, I started 
searching for myself.”

She was baptized in water, started praying and 
reading the Bible again, and sought the Holy 
Spirit. Her desire to see Anélio converted 
remained, and she still made resolutions 
for him, but her goal was to change herself 

and, with the help of the Author of Love, act 
wisely. Do you want to know how she did 
this? Because her husband always refused her 
invitations to go to church, she subtly shared 
verses that caught his attention.

She shares the result of this attitude: “He 
began to take an interest in reading the Word 
of God. Sometimes, when he was at work, 
he would call me and say, ‘I’m reading this 
and I don’t understand it.’ I would explain 
it to him. He began to pay his tithe, stopped 
buying alcoholic beverages, and I saw that 
God was doing His Work.”

Until one Sunday morning, he asked his wife, 
“Iron some clothes so I can go to church 
with you.” She did so and saw her husband 
accompany her for the first time. He soon 
freed himself from his drinking addiction, 
was baptized in water, and also received the 
Holy Spirit. When they both began to have 
the Author of Love dwelling in them, their 
marriage was transformed.

If she had not understood that she needed 
to seek herself, instead of focusing on her 
husband, the conflicts in their marriage 
would have continued. It was when he saw 
his wife's change and the wise way she began 
to act and react that he wanted to go through 
the same transformation. “Today, thank God, 
my husband and I serve God as volunteers, as 
I prophesied so many times when he would 
pick me up from church after the meeting, 
and he would laugh. I know that, in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, God will honor our faith 
much more,” he concludes.

"He drank uncontrollably and we fought a lot." 

Arlindo João Mendes says 
he was influenced by false 
friendships in his youth. 

Once, when he was returning 
home after work, he agreed to 
try a marijuana cigarette, which 
became frequent. “Until one day 
a police car stopped us right after 
we bought drugs and it was the first 
time I ended up in a police station. 
I marked the investigation and was 
released. That was a disappointment 
for my mother,” he recalls.

Even after this bad experience, he 
says he continued using drugs and, 
because of that, his situation got 
worse. “I already had a wife and two 
children and a completely ruined 
life. I was a drug user, addicted 
to drinking and prostitution, and 
I frequented nightclubs. I had a 
troubled relationship and every 
job I got didn’t work out because 
I would come back drunk when I 
got back from lunch. I was a liar, 
people didn’t trust me, and because 
I couldn’t stop at any job, I started 
selling drugs. I was arrested in 
the 1980s and served ten years in 
prison,” he says.

Upon his release, he recalls that 
he gave in to his drug and alcohol 
addiction in an attempt to escape 
reality. When he was going with 
a colleague to buy drugs, he was 
almost killed. “They set me up, I 
was shot six times and almost died, 
but God already had a plan for my 
life. My family was ashamed of me 
for the things I did and we never 

had a day of peace, because it was 
fight after fight. My wife couldn’t 
handle so much suffering and we 
separated. So, I left home and went 
to live in a dirty basement with a 
friend. We lived off of alcohol,” he 
says.

All it took was one decision.
One day in 2019, when he was 
at the door of a bar, one of his 
daughters, who is a volunteer at 
the Universal Church, invited him 
to go to church. “I still remember 
what she told me: ‘Father, this is not 
the life God has prepared for you. 
He has the best to give you, you just 
have to listen and obey the Word.’ 
That’s when I saw how much God 
cared for me. Even though I was 
at rock bottom, empty, without 
any hope, He was taking care of 
me. I started attending meetings, I 
truly surrendered myself, and gave 
my all to God. As I surrendered, I 
saw God completely restoring me. 
I was baptized in water and after 
four months I received my most 
precious gift: the Presence of God. 
With that, all my traumas, fears, 
and emptiness were overcome,” he 
assures.

Although Arlindo decided to 
surrender to God, he says that his 
period of deliverance was not easy. 
“I would go to meetings with two 
cigarettes in my pocket to smoke 
after leaving church, but something 
inside me was already changing. I 
already felt terrible about hearing 
the Word of God and going back 

to doing everything wrong. God 
was working in my life until I spoke 
to the Lord Jesus with all sincerity 
and asked for help. That was when 
I abandoned my error and freed 
myself from all my addictions, 
including cigarettes, which had 
been with me for 47 years. I had 
already tried to quit smoking and 
couldn’t,” he says.

Free from his addictions and 
everything that oppressed him, 
Arlindo says that, after receiving 
the Holy Spirit, it didn’t take long 
for his story to be completely 
transformed. “Today I am in the 
faith, my family is restored, my wife 
and five children have forgiven me 
for all my mistakes and now we live 
in harmony. The most important 
thing is that God lives in me. I no 
longer need any kind of addiction 
to be happy. With God, my joy 
is permanent, even in the midst 
of struggles. I am a new man,” he 
concludes.

My wife couldn’t handle so much suffering. Christian Carelli has a story of 
overcoming obstacles. His childhood 
was marked by financial difficulties 

and family conflicts. “My father was 
scammed by a company and lost all his assets, 
including an apartment, house, cars, money, 
and a company,” he recalls. “We had difficulty 
eating and were evicted from two houses.”

These experiences left painful scars on 
Christian. “My father drank a lot, my mother 
would lock him out of the house because he 
would come home drunk,” he says. Growing 
up amidst tensions, Christian became a 
rebellious teenager. “My parents kept me at 
home a lot. I told them that when I came 
of age I would learn everything at once and 
that’s what I did,” he says.

Despite all the turbulence, a new hope arose 
for the family when his parents discovered 
the Universal Church. “My parents came to 
church through television programs and my 
sister and I, who were still children, followed 
them,” he says. Christian began attending 
the Children’s Bible Center (CBC) and 
then the Youth Power Group (YPG), where 
he remained until he was 16. However, his 
curiosity about the world grew within him. 
At 17, he left the church. “I knew the church 
and participated in the events, but I had not 
had an encounter with God,” he explains. “I 
lost my dignity” His lack of connection with 
faith led him to seek what the world had to 
offer, especially in soccer, a passion that led 
him to join an organized fan club and, later, 
to lead the group. It was in this environment 
that Christian began to get involved with 
drugs: 

“I started using it recreationally, I started 
smoking cigarettes and then I discovered 
cocaine.” What seemed like occasional fun 
quickly became a devastating addiction, 
which led him to lose material possessions, 

such as a car, money, and other things in 
life. “My addiction made me lose what I 
had achieved with great sacrifice and got 
into debt, but the worst part was losing my 
dignity,” he says.

The crisis reached its peak after several 
fights and episodes of violence, when his 
wife decided to leave home, taking their son 
with her. “I was left alone in a small house, 
with nothing, no family, and completely 
disillusioned.” Sunk in depression and 
without prospects, Christian found solace in 
drugs, but his mother, who had always been a 
believer, never gave up on him. “My mother 
always made vows for me, she fought for my 
soul,” he says. Amid the darkness, Christian 
says that a pastor’s invitation for him to go to 
church changed his life. Even though he felt 
disturbed, he began attending meetings at the 
Universal Church.

The transformation was gradual but definitive. 
Christian abandoned old habits, friendships, 
and attitudes that had distanced him from 
his faith and promised never to get involved 
with anything illicit again. Baptism in water 
marked the beginning of a new phase, in 
which he decided to start over from scratch. 
“I humbled myself and learned everything 
again.” From that moment on, Christian 
committed himself completely to his faith, 
until he received the Holy Spirit.

Today, Christian has rebuilt his family, 
remarried his wife, Patricia Zaggia Carelli, 
and achieved a leadership position in his 
work. “That person who could not hold 
a penny in his hand now takes care of his 
bosses’ money,” he celebrates.

My addiction made me lose my dignity.

Originating from the Latin term “vitium”, 
the word addiction means failure or 
defect. In the dictionary, we read the 
following definition: “to make bad, worse, 
corrupt or spoiled; to alter to deceive; to 
corrupt, pervert, deprave”. The World 
Health Organization (WHO), in turn, 
understands that addiction is a physical 
and psycho-emotional disease.

Addiction is viewed by many as a personal 
experience. However, addiction can affect 
the family in many ways. Studies show that 
growing up with an alcoholic parent can 
affect a child, and spouses and parents can 
be similarly impacted by addiction.

The effects of addiction can be both short-
term and long-term. Conflict becomes 
normal. Trust begins to erode. Marriages 
can end in divorce due to changes caused 
by addiction. Communication becomes 
more difficult, highlighting frustration.
When one family member is addicted, 
the family as a whole can be negatively 
impacted by phenomena such as:
* Side effects
* Withdrawal
* Strained relationships
* Financial hardships
* Poor school performance
* Exposure to other drugs
* Reckless behavior within the home
* Stealing money to support a habit
* Running away from home
* Causing parental grief

The latest National Survey of Families of 
Drug Addicts estimates that at least 28 
million people have a family member who 
is a drug addict and the repercussions are 
the most varied: 58% of families are affected 
in their professional activities and 33% 
are afraid of their family member dying 
or claim to have been threatened by them. 
It is easy to understand this data, since no 
mother, wife, or daughter, for example, 
sees a family member self-destructing and 
remains fine or indifferent.

What is behind any type of addiction is a 
spirit and, more than wanting to affect the 
body or mind of the addict, its main target 
is to reach his soul. But there is a way out 
to be free from any addiction! Participate 
every Friday, deliverance service, at the 
nearest Universal Church to you. See the 
back page for locations.

“The effects “The effects 
of addiction of addiction 
on American on American 

families.”families.”

Source: https://www.addictioncenter.com/addiction

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“Our son was “Our son was 
fighting for his life.”fighting for his life.”

Note: The Universal Church teaches the practice of spiritual faith combined with the medical treatment recommended for each patient.

Since its inauguration in 2014, the Temple 
of Solomon has stood as a house of prayer 
for every nation and culture. With room 
for 10,000 people and four services each 

day from Monday to Monday, 40,000 
prayers rise daily from this sacred place. 
In just one month, more than 1.2 million 
prayers are lifted to God, prayers that are 
answered and cries that reach heaven.

Chosen by God, the Temple of Solomon 
also holds the well of blessed water in the 

Garden of Olives. This same water will 
be shared this Sunday in every Universal 
Church. Many people have already 
experienced God’s power through faith, 
attending the Gathering of Faith and 
Miracles, and drinking the blessed water. 

What once seemed impossible became a 
miracle in their lives. Do not miss this 
opportunity, because one sincere prayer 
made in faith can change your life forever.

John was born John was born 
measuring 13 inches measuring 13 inches 

and weighing just and weighing just 
two pounds. two pounds. 
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Are you easily deceived? 
Have you ever met someone who enjoys 
being played, tricked, or taken advantage of? 
Probably not. None of us like to be deceived, 
and yet lies and deception are everywhere. 
According to God’s Word, in the end times, 
deception will get even worse. Even those 
who love and follow God will be tempted to 
fall for it (Matthew 24:24). �at is why it is 
important to know the kinds of things that 
make people easier to deceive. Let’s look at 
four types of people who are more likely to 
fall into traps and ask yourself honestly, “Have 
I ever been one of these?”’

1. People chasing fast money

A lot of us know what it is like to want money, 
maybe to help family, to get out of a bad spot, 
or just to �nally enjoy life. But when you 
start looking for quick and easy ways to get 
rich, it is easy to get burned. �ere is always 
someone promising a shortcut to success, just 
one “investment” or one “opportunity” away. 
But God warns us in 1 Timothy 6:9:

“�ose who want to get rich fall into “�ose who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap and into many foolish temptation and a trap and into many foolish 
and harmful desires that plunge people into and harmful desires that plunge people into 
ruin and destruction.”ruin and destruction.” It is not wrong to want 
to provide for yourself and your loved ones. 
But when money becomes your obsession, 
it blinds you, and that is when you get 
played. God is not against success, but He is 
against greed and cutting corners that lead to 
destruction.

2. The proud and know-it-alls

Let’s be real. Pride has tripped up more people 
than we can count. Sometimes we do not 
want to admit we can be fooled. We think we 
have seen it all. We trust our own smarts too 
much. But the Bible says in Proverbs 16:18: 
“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall.”spirit before a fall.”

If you always think you are the smartest in the 
room, you are not listening. And if you are 

not listening, it is easy to miss the red �ags. 
Pride can close your ears and your heart, and 
before you know it, boom, you are caught in 
something you thought you were too clever to 
fall for. Do not let pride be your blind spot.

3. People ruled by emotions

Some of us wear our hearts on our sleeves. 
We feel deeply, and sometimes we act based 
on those feelings, whether it is love, anger, 
loneliness, fear, or even hope. But here is 
the warning from God in Jeremiah 17:9: 
“�e heart is deceitful above all things and “�e heart is deceitful above all things and 
beyond cure. Who can understand it?” beyond cure. Who can understand it?” �at 
means even our own hearts can lie to us. How 
many people have fallen for scams or bad 
relationships because they followed feelings 
instead of truth? Emotions are not bad, but 
if we let them drive our lives, they can take us 
places we regret.

4. People who do not know God’s Word

Here is the truth: you can be smart, streetwise, 
and experienced, but still not have the wisdom 
that comes from God. �e Bible is not just a 
religious book. It is a guide that shows us how 
life really works. It talks about human nature, 
the traps of pride, the dangers of money, and 
how sin messes everything up. When you do 
not know God’s Word, you are like someone 
walking through a dark alley with no light. But 
when you study the Bible, it is like �ipping on 
a �ashlight. Now you can see the truth. Psalm 
119:105 says: “Your word is a lamp to my feet “Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.”and a light to my path.”

So if you want to stop being tricked by lies, 
whether from people, your emotions, or the 
enemy, get into God’s Word. Ask Him to 
teach you. Open that Bible like it is your daily 
bread, because it truly is food for your soul.
Final thought: No matter where you are or 
what you have been through, God wants to 
give you wisdom and open your eyes. You 
do not have to be fooled anymore. He o�ers 
truth, and that truth can set you free.
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Y� �e Y� �e NOTNOT al�e! al�e!

I’m counting down the days...It feels like forever. I want to go home.”  You don’t 
understand. 

with the correct info to: 7075 SW. Fwy. Houston, TX 77074.

Include: Name/ID #, Facility, Complete Address, City/State, and the Zip code. 

This addiction was very bad because I 

felt like everywhere I had to go I needed 

to go I needed some type of substance 

to act “natural” or for me to relax.

I could not function unless I was high...

I was 16 when I had my �rst 
girlfriend. But I was extremely 
jealous and overprotective. 

One day, my dad said something 
negative about her, and because 
of my jealousy and anger, I lost 
control. I actually pulled a knife 
on my own father.

�at moment changed �at moment changed 
everything. I was arrested and everything. I was arrested and 
sent to juvenile detentionsent to juvenile detention. 

While I was there, I met 
people who introduced me to 
drugs. After I got out, I started 
experimenting myself. It began 
with alcohol and marijuana, but 
it didn’t stop there. I tried harder 
drugs, and the addiction took 
over. I couldn’t keep a job, and I 
couldn’t focus in school. �ings 
just kept getting worse.

I reached a point where 
I felt like I needed 

something, some kind 
of substance, just to 

feel normal or to relax. 
But instead of helping 
me, drugs and alcohol 

created more problems 
and pulled me deeper 
into addiction. When 
I didn’t have money, I 
would sell my clothes 
or even steal from my 

parents just to get high.

One of the lowest moments of 
my life happened after I had 
been drinking heavily. I got into 
a �ght with my dad, stormed 
out into the streets, and was 
completely out of it. I stole 
alcohol from a store and sat in a 
park drinking by myself. 

�e next thing I knew, I woke 
up in a hospital bed. �e doctors 
had pumped my stomach 
because of how much alcohol I 
drank. �ey even thought I had 
tried to take my own life. �at’s 
how bad things had gotten.

During this time, I heard During this time, I heard 
about Universal Beyond Bars. about Universal Beyond Bars. 
My grandmother, who was a My grandmother, who was a 

faithful member of the church, faithful member of the church, 
introduced me to the ministry. introduced me to the ministry. 
At �rst, I didn’t want to hear At �rst, I didn’t want to hear 
what the pastors had to say. what the pastors had to say. 
I kept thinking, “I can still I kept thinking, “I can still 

smoke, drink, and go to church. smoke, drink, and go to church. 
It’s not a big deal.” But little It’s not a big deal.” But little 

by little, something inside me by little, something inside me 
began to change.began to change.

Eventually, I made the choice to 

truly give my life to God. �at’s 
when everything started to turn 
around.

I began seeking deliverance in I began seeking deliverance in 
the church, and I realized my the church, and I realized my 

addiction wasn’t just physical, it addiction wasn’t just physical, it 
was spiritual. Only God could was spiritual. Only God could 

set me free. Once I received set me free. Once I received 
that deliverance, I started that deliverance, I started 

to desire more from Him. I to desire more from Him. I 
wanted the Holy Spirit to live wanted the Holy Spirit to live 
inside me. I didn’t want to feel inside me. I didn’t want to feel 
empty anymore, and I �nally empty anymore, and I �nally 
understood that only God’s understood that only God’s 
Spirit could �ll that void.Spirit could �ll that void.

Today, I can honestly say the 
Spirit of God lives inside me. 
I’m completely free. No more 
addictions, no more anger, no 
more chains holding me down. 
I’m a di�erent person.

If you’re battling addiction 
or going through any kind of 
struggle, my advice is simple:

Seek God. Open your heart to 
Him. He’s the only one who 
can truly set you free. No matter 
how far gone you think you are, 
He has the power to change your 
life, just like He did for me.

Michael Today

From Addiction and Anger 
to Freedom Through God
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