
sponsored by the universal church not to be sold



“…You anoint my head with oil…” 
Psalm 23:5

What David said in this verse really 
caught my attention. Before becom-
ing king, David was a shepherd—so 

he understood the needs of sheep better than 
most.

 In the dry deserts of the past, shepherds 
had  to care for their sheep with great at-
tention. Insects and flies constantly tormented 
the animals, often seeking the moisture in their 
nostrils to lay eggs. Once those eggs hatched, 
the larvae would cause intense irritation. The 
poor sheep would become frantic—running 
from side to side, shaking their heads in agony, 
trying to relieve the discomfort.

 It’s said that some sheep grew so weak 
and depressed from this torment that they’d 
bang their heads against rocks or trees to stop 
the pain—sometimes even killing themselves. 
To prevent this, shepherds would anoint the 
sheep’s heads with oil, which worked as a re-
pellent to keep the insects away.

 In a similar way, the devil acts like 
those flies—seeking chances to plant his “lar-
vae” in our minds. He tries to torment us with 
toxic thoughts, doubts, fears, and lies that 
leave people discouraged, anxious, and spiri-

tually broken. Some even reach the point of 
despair and take their own lives. But just as the 
oil protected the sheep, we also have a spiritual 
repellent—the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

 The oil in Psalm 23 isn’t just a physical 
substance—it represents something far great-
er: the baptism with the Holy Spirit, the new 
birth. When we receive the Holy Spirit, we’re 
not just comforted—we’re protected. Evil 
may try to attack, but it cannot prevail. The 
anointing becomes our shield, our repellent 
against every force of darkness.

As the Bible says:
“…but he who has been born of God keeps 
himself, and the wicked one does not touch 
him.” 1 John 5:18

I got involved in witchcraft, 
hoping it would make my 
husband stay with me forev-
er. I truly believed it would 
work. But instead of �xing 
our relationship, things only 
got worse. We had even more 
problems, and eventually, we 
separated. At the same time, 
I was struggling �nancially—
my business started falling 
apart, and everything seemed 
to be going downhill. As a re-
sult, I fell into depression.

Desperate, I decided to move 
in with a witch doctor, think-

ing things would some-
how turn around. For a 
short while, it felt like 
my life was improving, 
but before long, I lost 
everything I had worked 
for. It got so bad that 
one day he beat me so 
severely, I had to be hos-

pitalized. Still, because of the 
spiritual control he had over 
me through his witchcraft, I 
couldn’t �nd the strength to 
leave.

On top of that, I began hear-
ing strange noises in the 
house, seeing shadows, and 
having terrifying nightmares 
about cemeteries. I was tired 
of living like that, but I didn’t 
see a way out.

�en I remembered the peace 
I once felt when I had attend-

ed the Universal Church years 
ago. I decided to go back. 
When I returned, I started 
using my faith again. I joined 
the chain of prayer on Fridays 
for deliverance and spiritual 
cleansing, and I used the bless-
ed water to sprinkle through-
out my house.

Today, I’m completely free 
from all witchcraft. I found 
peace and happiness in God. 
Even after being delivered, 
I continued persevering un-
til I was �lled with the Holy 
Spirit—because I didn’t want 
to leave any room for evil to 
come back. Since receiving the 
Holy Spirit, the depression, 
fear, and dark shadows have 
completely disappeared. Now 
I live with peace and joy, even 
when problems come my way.
         — Jenifer Estban
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"I got involved with witchcraft to save 
my marriage"

Breaking all strongholds
Does your life feel stuck?
Do things always seem to go wrong—no matter what you 
do?
Do you feel like there’s a curse over your life or family?
Have you experienced paranormal activity, unexplained 
fear, or deep emotional su�ering?
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions, you may 
be facing spiritual strongholds—and it's time to break free.

What are evil strongholds?
It’s no secret that unseen spiritual forces are at work in the 
world. While the forces of good—God, the Lord Jesus, 
and His angels—bring peace, healing, and blessings, there 
are also evil forces at work. �e devil and his demons aim 
to do the exact opposite. As the Bible says in John 10:10: 
“�e thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy.” Spiritual 
strongholds form when a person unknowingly gives room 
for evil to enter their life. Over time, these strongholds 
block progress, destroy relationships, feed addictions, and 
trap people in cycles of failure, depression, and fear. But 
here’s the good news: you can break free. �rough the 
power of faith in the Lord Jesus, no spiritual force can 
remain in control of your life.

A special invitation for you
If you or someone you love is facing curses or witchcraft, 
family problems or a broken love life, addiction, unex-
plained setbacks, nightmares or spiritual attacks, depres-
sion or suicidal thoughts, we invite you to join us every 
Friday at a Universal Church near you for our Spiritual 
cleansing and deliverance service.

During this service, a prayer of faith is made to break ev-
ery curse and rebuke all evil at its root. You’ll also receive 
biblical guidance on how to protect yourself and stay free.
Come as you are—leave transformed.
Service times: 7 AM, 10 AM, 4 PM, and 7 PM
(Times may vary by location. Contact your nearest Uni-
versal Church for details.)

BEATING DEPRESSION
 Depression is more than just feeling sad—it’s a 
deep, overwhelming sorrow that weighs down the soul. 
It brings feelings of hopelessness, drains motivation, and 
makes even the simplest tasks feel impossible. In severe 
cases, it can even rob people of their will to live. Depres-
sion isn’t just a state of mind—it’s a sickness of the soul. 
But what remedy can be used to heal the soul? Only the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus, has the power to restore a troubled 
heart.
 Every Sunday, �e Universal Church opens its 
doors to those who are battling depression. If you need 
support, we invite you to visit a nearby branch. Join a 
Chain of Prayer—a seven-week commitment where you’ll 
receive spiritual strength through powerful prayers, prac-
tical guidance, and one-on-one counseling.
 You are not alone in this battle. �ousands around 
the world have found hope and transformation through 
faith, proving that a Chain of Prayer can truly make a dif-
ference. You can be the next success story. You can over-
come depression!
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Experience the Power of 
God this Sunday

Blessed water32
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Bishop Joshua My name is Celia Minicelli. I’m 59 years old, and today, I can 
truly say I’m free—but that wasn’t always the case.

I was born in 1958 in a small town and adopted at the age 
of 3 by a couple who couldn’t have children. Like any child, I hoped that 
I had finally found a family and that I would be happy. But that dream 
quickly became a nightmare.

From the beginning, the home I entered was spiritually troubled. 
My adoptive parents prepared a beautiful room just for me—decorated 
with the best furniture, filled with dolls, and made to look like a child’s 
dream. But what I didn’t know was that the room had been offered to 
spirits, supposedly to protect me and help my adoptive mother, who 
struggled with deep emotional and spiritual issues.

That room became the place of my greatest torment.
Night after night, I would see and 

hear the dolls talking to me. I had 
over 30 of them, but one in partic-

ular—a doll named “Blá Blá,” 
who could talk when you pulled a 

string—stood out. What should’ve been toys turned into tools of terror. 
They would pull my hair, hit me, push me out of bed, and say terrible 
things. They even told me to fight with my mother. When I did, one of 
the dolls would laugh loudly, mocking me.

Many nights, I stood silently outside my mother’s bedroom door, 
hoping she would help me. But when she finally opened the door, she 
didn’t believe me. Instead, she dragged me back to the room, covered 
my mouth, and beat me. She said I was lying—that none of what I was 
experiencing was real.

So I was left to suffer alone—spiritually attacked by the dolls and 
physically punished by the person who was supposed to protect me.

This torment followed me into adulthood. For decades, I lived with 
fear, sleepless nights, and a deep sense of oppression.

Everything changed when I was 37 years old. That’s when I walked 
into the Universal Church for the first time. That very night, I experi-
enced something I had never known before: peace. For the first time in 
my life, I slept without any attacks, without fear, without torment.

In that moment, I knew—God had set me free. I began attending the 
chain of prayer services on Fridays for deliverance, and from that point 
on, my life was never the same.

For the past 22 years, I’ve lived completely free. I no longer suffer 
torment. I no longer live in fear. I have peace. I have joy. And I have 
purpose—all because I came to know the power of God’s Word.

 
A word to those who are suffering
If you or someone you love is facing spiritual attacks, torment, or op-

pression—don’t wait. There is freedom in Jesus. I’m living proof of that.
Come to a Universal Church near you. Step into a place where faith 

is alive and God is ready to change your story—just like He changed 
mine.
“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

John 8:32

You show up. You smile. You do what’s expected. But deep down, 
your soul is unraveling. You can’t explain it—it just hurts. While 
everyone sees you functioning, no one sees you breaking—quietly, 

constantly.
That’s exactly where Job was when he said:
“And now my soul is poured out because of my plight; the days of af-

fliction take hold of me.” Job 30:16
But listen—Job didn’t stay there. His pain didn’t define his end. He re-

fused to die in affliction. He didn’t give up. He didn’t let suffering silence 
his faith.

And neither should you.
Maybe your soul feels heavy. Maybe affliction has taken hold of your 

days—but it doesn’t have to take your future. The same God who restored 
Job with twice as much is the same God calling you now.

That spirit of depression, emptiness, and silent suffering is not from 
God—it’s from hell. And you have the right to reject it. Use your faith. 
Stand up and declare: My life will not end in tears, but in victory.

Job didn’t understand everything that was happening, but he chose to 
trust. And when you trust in the God of the Bible, even in silence, He 
moves. He lifts. He restores.

Don’t let the devil win in your mind. Don’t let affliction steal your days. 
Turn your pain into a weapon of faith. Cry out like Job—then fight.

Because the end of Job’s story wasn’t defeat. It was blessing. And so will 
yours be.

May the God of the Bible bless you.

Don’t let afflication win

“A terrifying experience that haunted my childhood.”

What should’ve been toys 
turned into tools of terror. 
They would pull my hair, 

hit me, push me out of bed 
and say terrible things.
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From a young age, I struggled with 
suicidal thoughts. I remember when I 
was 14, I picked up a screwdriver and 
nearly stabbed myself in the heart. 
I truly believed that ending my life 
would end all my pain. But in that 
dark moment, another thought came 
into my mind: “You are important to 
God.”

�at was the �rst and last time I ever 
tried to take my own life, but the sad-
ness and disappointment continued 
to build for years. I held a lot of re-
sentment toward my mom. I felt ugly 
and less than other girls—I would 
compare myself to them and try to be 
like them just to feel accepted.

On top of that, I faced spiritual tor-
ment. I heard voices, had constant 
nightmares, and felt a dark presence 

watching me all the time. I couldn’t 
sleep at night. But no one around me 
knew what I was going through.

I had known about the Universal 
Church since I was a child. My fam-
ily had visited a few times, but we 
were never consistent. In my teens, I 
started going regularly with my mom. 
As I took part in the meetings, the 
nightmares and torment stopped, and 
the sadness started to go away. But I 
realized something deeper: it wasn’t 
enough just to feel better—I needed 
the Holy Spirit so I wouldn’t fall back 
again.

I gave my all to that search. God 
opened my eyes to friendships that 
were pulling me down and helped me 
let go of the past. He taught me how 
to forgive.

Now, with the Holy Spirit living in 
me, I don’t think about dying any-
more. My thoughts are full of peace. 
Even when problems come, I know 
I’m not alone—God is with me.

If you’re reading this, I want you to 
know there is hope. Even if you feel 
like you don’t deserve it, Jesus is ready 
to give you the peace and joy you’ve 
been searching for.
         — Andrea Garcia

--Universal News--

"I just wanted to die"

What's happening at the Universal ChurchWhat's happening at the Universal Church

Micronesian Community Outreach

My mother used to visit witch doc-
tors, and one time, she took me 
with her to take part in a �re rit-
ual. I didn’t understand what was 
happening at the time, but during 
that ritual, she o�ered me to an 
evil spirit.

As a child, I was told I had the "gift" 
of speaking to the dead. �at’s 
when I started seeing evil spirits. 
�ey tormented me at night—I 
couldn’t sleep and would wake up 
feeling drained and beaten.

As I got older, I got married, but 
I couldn’t have children. To make 
things worse, I was attacked by 
spirits at night. �at’s when I 
found out what really happened 
during that ritual: I had been given 
to that spirit as a wife. And the one 
daughter I eventually conceived 

was believed to belong to him.

For 15 years, I was tormented by 
this spirit. My self-esteem hit rock 
bottom, and I even thought about 
ending my life. But then some-
thing changed—my mother met 
God at the Universal Church and 
invited me to come with her.

I started attending the chain of 
prayer for spiritual cleansing and 
deliverance, asking God to remove 
the evil from my life. At �rst, when 
I didn’t see immediate results, I felt 
like God was letting me down and 
wanted to give up. But then I re-
alized the problem wasn’t God—it 
was me. I wasn’t fully surrendering 
or obeying His Word.

�at was a turning point. It wasn’t 
easy—I had to �ght to let go of the 
wrong things in my life and forgive 
the people who had hurt me. But 
once I gave my entire life to God, 
He delivered me completely. He 
even healed my marriage and bless-
ed me with two daughters.

Today, my relationship with my 
mom is strong, I sleep peacefully, 
and I live with con�dence—be-
cause I know God is my refuge.
  — Liliana Alcantara

"I was handed over to an evil entity."

�is past week, �e Universal Church in 
Washington State carried out a power-
ful social outreach e�ort—a time when 
church volunteers come together to give 
back to the community in a meaningful 

way. �e Bible teaches us not only to 
spread the gospel but also to love our 
neighbor and treat others the way we 

would want to be treated.

As part of this mission, volunteers unit-
ed to serve the homeless and support 
the growing Micronesian community 

in Washington. �ey provided meals to 
over 60 homeless individuals—feeding 
them physically, yes, but also o�ering 

something deeper. Volunteers took time 
to pray with them and provided spiritu-
al and emotional support to those who 

needed it.

In addition to street outreach, the volun-
teers also visited local hospitals. �ere, 
they prayed with patients and o�ered 
encouragement and comfort to their 

families, sharing words of faith and hope 
rooted in God’s Word. �is outreach 
re�ected the church’s commitment to 
making a real di�erence—not just in 

words, but in action.
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When Yasmin Naal 
was six years old, her 
parents separated. 

She stayed with her mother, who 
moved back to her hometown. 
Yasmin lived with her mom and 
stepfather until she turned 18, 
when she left home in search of 
what she thought was “freedom.”
Although she was cared for, 
Yasmin admits she grew up 
feeling bitter about not having a 
traditional family.

“I struggled a lot as a teenager. 
I wasn’t happy. My dad wasn’t 
around—by my choice. I didn’t 
want to hear from him for 12 
years, and today, I regret that,” 
she says.Her relationship with 
her mother was also tense.

“She wanted to protect me, 
but I just wanted to go out 
and see the world,” Yasmin 
explains. Although she went to 
the Universal Church with her 
mother, she says she never truly 
gave her life to God.

Drugs and emotional collapse
Yasmin tried marijuana for the 
first time at 16. “I used to skip 
school to smoke and drink with 
my friends,” she recalls. At 17, 
she started experimenting with 
other cannabis extracts and 
eventually got involved in drug 
trafficking.

“At first, it seemed fun—but it 
quickly became a burden.”
Inside, she was falling apart. She 
felt deeply insecure, anxious, 
depressed, and empty. “There 
were nights I just wanted to 
sleep and never wake up again,” 
she says. “But at the same time, I 
was scared to die because I knew 
where my soul would end up.”
Her love life was also marked by 
pain, betrayal, and emotional 
chaos.

“There was a time I was dating 
three people at once. I stopped 
caring about anyone’s feelings. 
I was acting out of pride and 
pain,” she admits.

The strongest dose
In 2024, Yasmin returned to 
the Universal Church. “I had 
nowhere else to turn. God 
opened my eyes to faith, and 
I started remembering all the 
sermons I used to hear.” She 
began attending the Friday 
deliverance meetings, as well 
as the Wednesday and Sunday 
services. She cut ties with the sins 
that once held her and started 
growing her faith through prayer 
and Bible reading.

“I asked God to make me hate 
sin—and He did. I started 
valuing myself and realizing that 
He had something greater for 
me,” she says. After one service 
focused on John 15:6, she woke 
up spiritually.

“That’s when I truly got baptized 
and began seeking the Holy 
Spirit with all my heart.” Then 
everything changed. “When I 
received the Holy Spirit, I felt 
peace, strength, and joy I can’t 
even explain. I wanted to dance 
and shout to the world that 
salvation is real,” she says.
Today, Yasmin is a different 
person. “I have peace—even in 
the middle of battles—and I find 
rest in the Lord. I want to live 
to tell others what He can do. 
After receiving the Holy Spirit, 
everything changed. He shapes 
me. He completes me,” she says 
with confidence.

Breaking all strongholds of evil

Have you ever noticed negative things 
happening in your life—or around you—
for no clear reason, almost like you’re 
fighting against something invisible? What 
if we told you that might actually be true? 
Spiritual problems are more common—and 
more damaging—than most people realize. 
Unfortunately, many dismiss the influence of 
evil as something imaginary or exaggerated. 
That’s exactly what evil wants: if you don’t 
believe it exists, you won’t defend yourself 
against it.

Of course, not every problem is spiritual. 
Some issues come from poor decisions—like 
financial trouble caused by bad spending 
habits or health issues from an unhealthy 
lifestyle. But there are situations that seem 
abnormal and go beyond logic. These include 
repeated setbacks, generational problems, 
or sudden obstacles that appear just when 
everything was going right.

The truth is, there’s a spiritual world where 
a constant battle is taking place. Each life is 
like a territory being contested by two forces: 
the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of 
darkness. And when a problem has a spiritual 
root, it can only be solved by a greater 
spiritual power—through faith in the Lord 
Jesus. As the Bible says:

“For the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 
strongholds…” (2 Corinthians 10:4)
If you’re reading this and realize that your life 
may be under spiritual attack, don’t be afraid. 
Our goal isn’t to scare you, but to show you 
there’s a way out. You don’t have to accept 
what you’re going through as normal. Jesus is 
ready to fight for you—and when He steps in, 
no force of darkness can stand against Him.
But for that to happen, there’s one important 
step: you need to let God work in your 
life. That means identifying the root of the 
problem and, by faith, allowing Jesus to 
remove it. That’s exactly what we focus on 
every Friday at the Universal Church.

Spiritual deliverance means the Kingdom of 
God drives out every force of evil from your 
life—putting an end to the problems caused 
by spiritual oppression.
It’s time to break free.

Join us this Friday for the Breaking of all 
strongholds of evil, at a Universal Church 
near you.

Service times: 7 AM, 10 AM, 4 PM, and 7 
PM. (Times may vary by location—see the 
back page for details.)

Breaking all strongholds of evilBreaking all strongholds of evil

“I just wanted to sleep and “I just wanted to sleep and 
never wake up again.”never wake up again.”
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rest in the Lord. I want to live 
to tell others what He can do. 
After receiving the Holy Spirit, 
everything changed. He shapes 
me. He completes me,” she says 
with confidence.

Breaking all strongholds of evil

Have you ever noticed negative things 
happening in your life—or around you—
for no clear reason, almost like you’re 
fighting against something invisible? What 
if we told you that might actually be true? 
Spiritual problems are more common—and 
more damaging—than most people realize. 
Unfortunately, many dismiss the influence of 
evil as something imaginary or exaggerated. 
That’s exactly what evil wants: if you don’t 
believe it exists, you won’t defend yourself 
against it.

Of course, not every problem is spiritual. 
Some issues come from poor decisions—like 
financial trouble caused by bad spending 
habits or health issues from an unhealthy 
lifestyle. But there are situations that seem 
abnormal and go beyond logic. These include 
repeated setbacks, generational problems, 
or sudden obstacles that appear just when 
everything was going right.

The truth is, there’s a spiritual world where 
a constant battle is taking place. Each life is 
like a territory being contested by two forces: 
the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of 
darkness. And when a problem has a spiritual 
root, it can only be solved by a greater 
spiritual power—through faith in the Lord 
Jesus. As the Bible says:

“For the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 
strongholds…” (2 Corinthians 10:4)
If you’re reading this and realize that your life 
may be under spiritual attack, don’t be afraid. 
Our goal isn’t to scare you, but to show you 
there’s a way out. You don’t have to accept 
what you’re going through as normal. Jesus is 
ready to fight for you—and when He steps in, 
no force of darkness can stand against Him.
But for that to happen, there’s one important 
step: you need to let God work in your 
life. That means identifying the root of the 
problem and, by faith, allowing Jesus to 
remove it. That’s exactly what we focus on 
every Friday at the Universal Church.

Spiritual deliverance means the Kingdom of 
God drives out every force of evil from your 
life—putting an end to the problems caused 
by spiritual oppression.
It’s time to break free.

Join us this Friday for the Breaking of all 
strongholds of evil, at a Universal Church 
near you.

Service times: 7 AM, 10 AM, 4 PM, and 7 
PM. (Times may vary by location—see the 
back page for details.)

Breaking all strongholds of evilBreaking all strongholds of evil

“I just wanted to sleep and “I just wanted to sleep and 
never wake up again.”never wake up again.”
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Every day the UBB has a new episode for you. 

There is something for everyone! Do you 
need guidance about faith, family, sexual 
orientation, curses, dealing with loss, 
addictions etc.? 

“¿Hablas español? En la aplicación de Pando 
puedes encontrar segmentos de la UBB 
¡también en español!”

I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  t h e  T O P ,  d o w n  w i t h  t h e  U B B !  S t a y  l o c k e d  i n  f o r  D A I L Y  v i d e o s  f r o m  t h e  U B B .I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  t h e  T O P ,  d o w n  w i t h  t h e  U B B !  S t a y  l o c k e d  i n  f o r  D A I L Y  v i d e o s  f r o m  t h e  U B B .

Wise for evil, “confused” for good
Why is it that so many people seem sharp and clever Why is it that so many people seem sharp and clever 
when it comes to doing wrong—but somehow lost when it comes to doing wrong—but somehow lost 
or confused when it comes to doing what’s right?or confused when it comes to doing what’s right?
�e Bible already pointed this out. In Jeremiah �e Bible already pointed this out. In Jeremiah 
4:22, God says:4:22, God says:

“My people are foolish; they do not know “My people are foolish; they do not know 
me. They are senseless children; they have me. They are senseless children; they have 
no understanding. They are skilled in doing no understanding. They are skilled in doing 

evil; they do not know how to do good.”evil; they do not know how to do good.”

In other words, they were stubborn and closed o�. In other words, they were stubborn and closed o�. 
�is was the cry of a heartbroken Father—a God �is was the cry of a heartbroken Father—a God 
who longed to see His children do what’s right. who longed to see His children do what’s right. 
�e history of Israel re�ects this pattern: whenever �e history of Israel re�ects this pattern: whenever 
they were su�ering, they sought God. But as soon they were su�ering, they sought God. But as soon 
as things got better, they abandoned Him and as things got better, they abandoned Him and 
turned to idols. turned to idols. 

And the result? More su�ering. It became a never-And the result? More su�ering. It became a never-
ending cycle. God didn’t call them “senseless” ending cycle. God didn’t call them “senseless” 
because they lacked intelligence—but because they because they lacked intelligence—but because they 
used their intelligence to do evil.used their intelligence to do evil.
  
Twisted wisdomTwisted wisdom

Maybe you, as a parent, have been shocked by Maybe you, as a parent, have been shocked by 
something your child did. When the truth comes something your child did. When the truth comes 
out, the reaction is often: “My child? I can’t believe out, the reaction is often: “My child? I can’t believe 
it!” It’s hard to accept. But sometimes, what’s it!” It’s hard to accept. But sometimes, what’s 
revealed is worse than expected. You might ask revealed is worse than expected. You might ask 
yourself: “Where did they learn this? How did they yourself: “Where did they learn this? How did they 
become so good at lying, hiding, or manipulating?”become so good at lying, hiding, or manipulating?”

Sadly, many become experts in wrongdoing but Sadly, many become experts in wrongdoing but 
remain completely unaware of how to do what’s remain completely unaware of how to do what’s 
right. �ey use their intelligence to cheat, steal, right. �ey use their intelligence to cheat, steal, 
and deceive—but don’t know how to use it for and deceive—but don’t know how to use it for 
honesty, kindness, or truth. Why does this happen? honesty, kindness, or truth. Why does this happen? 
�e answer is found in the verse itself:�e answer is found in the verse itself:

“�ey do not know me.” When someone drifts “�ey do not know me.” When someone drifts 
away from God, they lose their sense of right and away from God, they lose their sense of right and 
wrong. Even without realizing it, they begin to wrong. Even without realizing it, they begin to 
serve evil—and over time, they become skilled serve evil—and over time, they become skilled 

at it. Serving something means trying to please, at it. Serving something means trying to please, 
understand, and obey it. �at’s how it works with understand, and obey it. �at’s how it works with 
God. But it’s also how it works with evil. Whoever God. But it’s also how it works with evil. Whoever 
doesn’t serve good will, by default, end up serving doesn’t serve good will, by default, end up serving 
evil. �ere is no neutral ground. As the saying evil. �ere is no neutral ground. As the saying 
goes: “�e fence belongs to the devil.” Indecision goes: “�e fence belongs to the devil.” Indecision 
is a decision—and a dangerous one.is a decision—and a dangerous one.
  
�e self-deception of “balancing” good and evil�e self-deception of “balancing” good and evil
Some try to cancel out their wrongdoing with Some try to cancel out their wrongdoing with 
good deeds—like a drug dealer who donates food, good deeds—like a drug dealer who donates food, 
or a corrupt person who gives to charity. But that’s or a corrupt person who gives to charity. But that’s 
not redemption—that’s self-deception. You can’t not redemption—that’s self-deception. You can’t 
erase evil by sprinkling in good. If someone lies, erase evil by sprinkling in good. If someone lies, 
steals, or harms others—even if they help someone steals, or harms others—even if they help someone 
afterward—they’re still serving evil.afterward—they’re still serving evil.

It’s like putting makeup over a deep wound. It may It’s like putting makeup over a deep wound. It may 
cover it up for a while, but the damage is still there.cover it up for a while, but the damage is still there.
  
Becoming skilled in evilBecoming skilled in evil

�e more someone does wrong, the more e�ort �e more someone does wrong, the more e�ort 
it takes to justify, cover up, and maintain that it takes to justify, cover up, and maintain that 
behavior. Evil demands upkeep—and that requires behavior. Evil demands upkeep—and that requires 
intelligence. �at’s why people can become wise in intelligence. �at’s why people can become wise in 
doing evil. It becomes a system… and in time, it doing evil. It becomes a system… and in time, it 
becomes their master.becomes their master.

�is isn’t my opinion—it’s what the Word of God �is isn’t my opinion—it’s what the Word of God 
says. And while it’s a hard truth, it’s also an open says. And while it’s a hard truth, it’s also an open 
door: a call to change.door: a call to change.
  
Use your intelligence for goodUse your intelligence for good

God doesn’t want empty religion. He desires God doesn’t want empty religion. He desires 
intelligent faith—faith that thinks, questions, and intelligent faith—faith that thinks, questions, and 
obeys based on His Word. If you’ve already been obeys based on His Word. If you’ve already been 
using your intelligence for wrong, that’s proof that using your intelligence for wrong, that’s proof that 
you’re capable. You’re not weak. You’re not clueless. you’re capable. You’re not weak. You’re not clueless. 

You just need to redirect that intelligence toward You just need to redirect that intelligence toward 
what’s right. When you choose to serve God, what’s right. When you choose to serve God, 
you begin a journey of true transformation—for you begin a journey of true transformation—for 
yourself and for everyone around you.yourself and for everyone around you.
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Y� �e Y� �e NOTNOT al�e! al�e!

I’m counting down the days...It feels like forever. I want to go home.”  You don’t 
understand. 

with the correct info to: 7075 SW. Fwy. Houston, TX 77074.

Include: Name/ID #, Facility, Complete Address, City/State, and the Zip code. 

Businessman David Silva’s 
journey from crime to 

redemption

David Silva, 40 years old, �rst came to 
the Universal Church with his mother 
during a di�cult time in their family. 

“My mom used to listen to church programs a 
lot, and because she had a troubled marriage, 
she started attending meetings and brought us 
along,” he explains.

David attended Universal Church services 
regularly from age 13 to 17. But after 
that, he “rebelled against God” because of 
disappointments and problems in his love life. 
“I met a girl from the church, we got along, 
and eventually got married. But it wasn’t 
easy—we fought constantly and broke up after 
three years,” he recalls.

Over time, David’s life spiraled downward. 
Before he knew it, he was involved in crime. 
“I started stealing and joined robbery gangs. 
Later, I got involved in organized crime, 
stealing cargo and robbing houses in my 
neighborhood.”

With his partners in crime, David often spent 
nights in brothels, which became a refuge for 
the group. “Because I lived with my mom, I 
didn’t want to cause her trouble, so we stayed 
in brothels. We did drugs and were with the 
girls there.”

In 2005, David was arrested. “�at arrest was a 
wake-up call.” He spent a year in prison. After 
his release, David moved to the Northeast, 
married, and then returned to his old city. But 
old habits pulled him back. 

“I still had contact with people from my past, 
and before I knew it, I was deep in crime 
again—worse than before. I even became a 
drug tra�cking manager.”

In 2018, David was arrested again for cargo 
theft and spent another year behind bars.

He calls that time his rock bottom. “I wanted 
to die. I thought God had abandoned me. I 
even thought about hanging myself in my 
prison cell.” While David was in prison, his 
wife attended Universal Church and prayed 
for his transformation.

After serving his sentence, David was released 

and felt 
the need to return to God. “I saw a video 
invitation on Facebook to a vigil. I went to the 
church to make a decision about my life. 

In that moment, I felt Jesus embrace 
me, and everything changed.”

Since then, David’s life has been completely 
transformed. “My past is behind me. I’m free 
from addictions, trauma, and emptiness. I’ve 
received the Holy Spirit.”

Today, David has a full and happy life—he 
has a loving family and a successful career. 
“Now, I share God’s Word with people who 
are going through what I once went through,” 
he says.

David Before

David after

“
Feeling frustrated, 
David abandoned 

everything, including 
his faith, and started 
living without limits. 

emptiness inside 
me. I got involved 

with drugs—cocaine, 
marijuana, and 

ecstasy.”
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TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (682) 230-3592
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
WEST DALLAS • 3024 Conklin St., Dallas TX 75212 • (682) 337-1585
NORTH HOUSTON • 16800 Imperial Valley Dr, Houston, TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 4546 W Commerce St, San Antonio, TX 78237 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 172 N ALLEN ST., ALBANY, NY 12206 • (518) 816-7904
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226 • (347) 756-8339
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10467 
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
FAR ROCKAWAY • 14-25 CENTRAL AVE FAR ROCKAWAY NY 11691 • (929) 260-8198
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 • (914) 447-0743
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412
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MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 • (754) 212-7878
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (689) 233-2409
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 N Main Street, Jacksonville FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
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HAWAII • 94-307 Farrington Hwy, Unit A11 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090
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ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
IOWA • 4240 Hickory Ln, Lower level, Sioux City, Iowa 51106 •(712) 797-1280
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access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
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OHIO • 3510 W 41st. St. Cleveland, OH 44109 • (440) 462-9595
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BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 2045 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL 36107 • (334) 840-4656
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA
 

• COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
 BROADWAY • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019

LONG BEACH • 
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 538-9346
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 688-9307
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave.Scottdale, GA 30079 • (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH • 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 • (912) 446-4914
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA

 
• FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609

MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI •

 
12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036

POMPANO BEACH •
 

1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 • (754) 212-7878
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407)

 
462-3026

WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, Upper level (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 • (769) 218-9472
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, NV 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657

UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 914-6086
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |

GREENVILLE • 1601 Rutheford St. South Carolina 29609 • (864) 551-8651

15 E Montgomery Crossroad suite 101 Savannah, GA 31406


