IVERSAL

EWS

|— 0 The Universal Church  +  The Universal Church of the Kingdom of God + www.universalchurchusa.org + Weekly Edition N° 594+ Facebook /Instagram: @TheUniversalChurch + [ FREE DISTRIBUTION] < Enjoy &share! J

i

Addiction:
“A road to
destruction”*

Addiction, no matter the form, traps
a person in a cycle of setbacks and
suffering. It doesn’t just affect the
individual—-it_impacts families and

society as fhole. the root
of this struggle and hov;go overcome it.
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"l left my daughter alone
‘and carried a targe amount
- of drugs.” - Margaret
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| INTHIS EDITION |
Addiction: A road to destruction

No one becomes an addict overnight. Every
addiction starts small—one hit, one sip, one puff,
one video. What begins as an experiment, something
seemingly harmless, can quickly spiral into a daily
habit. And before you know it, addiction takes over,
controlling every aspect of a person’s life.

When we hear the word "addiction," most peo-
ple immediately think of substances like drugs or al-
cohol. But addiction isn’t limited to that. It comes in
many forms, including behavioral and impulse addic-
tions. A person can be addicted to non-substance-re-
lated activities like gambling, video games, internet
browsing, overeating, shopping, work, promiscuity, or
pornography.

According to Health Direct, addiction is a
strong physical or psychological urge to do or use
something, even when it’s harmful. It creates a depen-
dence that not only affects the person struggling with
it but also impacts their family, friends, and overall
well-being. Addiction can lead to a destructive path—
but there is a way out.

No matter how long you or a loved one has
battled addiction, breaking free is possible. Thou-
sands worldwide have found hope and transforma-
tion through the Friday Service for Deliverance at a
Universal Church near them. Join us this Friday and
uncover the root of your struggle. You, too, can over-
come it.

| BEATING DEPRESSION |

Depression is more than just feeling sad—it’s a
deep, overwhelming sorrow that weighs down the soul.
It brings feelings of hopelessness, drains motivation,
and makes even the simplest tasks feel impossible. In
severe cases, it can even rob people of their will to live.
Depression isn't just a state of mind—it’s a sickness of
the soul. But who can heal the soul? Only the Savior,
the Lord Jesus, has the power to restore a troubled
heart.

Every Sunday, The Universal Church opens its
doors to those who are battling depression. If you need
support, we invite you to visit a nearby branch. Join
a Chain of Prayer—a seven-week commitment where
you'll receive spiritual strength through powerful
prayers, practical guidance, and one-on-one counsel-
ing.

You are not alone in this battle. Thousands
around the world have found hope and transformation
through faith, proving that a Chain of Prayer can truly
make a difference. You can be the next success story.
You can overcome depression!

BEAT DEPRESSION

DEATING DEPRESSION THROUGH THE POWER DF FAITH!

Call 1.888.332.4141
Text 1.888.312.4141
For more information
SEE PAGE 12 FOR LOCATIONS

reedom is often misunderstood, yet it re-

mains one of the most sought-after ideals.

Many people, in their pursuit of freedom,
unknowingly become prisoners of something—or
someone—simply because they don't understand
what true freedom really means. They fail to real-
ize that true freedom is not about doing whatever
you want. It’s about living without the things you
don’t want in your life.

* A man who believes freedom means drink-
ing as much as he wants ends up a prisoner
of addiction.

* A son who thinks freedom means disobeying
his parents becomes a prisoner of the conse-
quences of his poor choices.

* A husband who sees freedom as having mul-
tiple relationships becomes a prisoner of his
endless search for satisfaction.

* A wife who believes freedom means saying
whatever she wants becomes a prisoner of
loneliness.

* A young man or woman who thinks free-
dom means giving themselves to whoever
they want becomes a prisoner of an unwant-
ed pregnancy.

Those who believe freedom means living
without regard for God’s laws become prisoners of
suffering and the devil’s influence. Freedom is es-
sential to life, and only the Lord Jesus can truly set
us free. He said it Himself:

"Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be
free indeed.” — John 8:36

Bishop Edir Macedo

True freedom

Everything we don’t want in our lives—
pain, sickness, setbacks, grief, tragedy, sadness,
poverty—comes from the evil the devil brings. But
when we are under God’s protection and live in
obedience to His Word, the devil has no power
over us. And when we are free from the things we
dont want, we are free to embrace the things we
do want—peace, health, joy, harmony, prosperity,
and fulfillment.

True freedom comes from discipline be-
cause discipline is the greatest defense against suf-
fering and disorder. That’s why prisons exist—to
confine those who lack discipline. And, ironically,
those prisons are often built by their own hands.

Obeying God is the only way to be tru-
ly free—because it’s the only way to keep yourself
from everything that enslaves you.

“The world of drugs led me to live on

Addiction destroyed Nuno’s life,
dragging him to rock bottom
with no way out—unitil one invi-
tation changed everything.

"My first encounter with drugs
was at 21. I was introduced to
alcohol and cocaine, and from
that moment, I was hooked. Ad-
diction took over my life, leading
to constant fights with my father.
Eventually, I left home and end-
ed up living on the streets. I had
to beg just to eat and stayed in
an abandoned house. During
this time, I met people who used
crack, and I started using it too.
That’s when my life took a dras-
tic turn for the worse. To support
my addiction to drugs and alco-
hol, I resorted to stealing.”

A life of pain
"For nine years, I lived as a beggar

the streets for nine years.”

and spent seven of those years ad-
dicted to crack. During this time,
I met my daughter’s mother, and
we moved in together. But things
didn’t improve—she was also ad-
dicted to drugs and alcohol, even
while pregnant. After our daugh-
ter was born, the hospital tested
her mother and found traces of
hashish. Child Protective Services
(CPS) was called, and our daugh-
ter was taken from us. To get her
back, we had to go through de-
tox, attend therapy, and undergo
frequent evaluations."

Trapped in addiction

"I eventually found a job, but ad-
diction still controlled me. Every
time I got paid, I spent my entire
salary on drugs, leaving my fam-
ily with nothing. The regret was
overwhelming, but the addic-
tion was stronger. Our home was
filled with fights and arguments.
One day, I lost control and phys-
ically assaulted my daughter’s
mother. That was the breaking
point—our relationship ended,
and I went to live with my grand-
father. But even then, I remained
trapped in my addictions."

Finding true joy

"One day, my mother invited
me to a service at the Universal
Church. T went, but because I
wasn't truly ready for change,
I fell back into my old habits.
Then, I met someone who, de-
spite knowing all my struggles,
assured me that my life could
change. Those words revived my
hope, and I decided to return
to the Universal Church. At my
very first meeting, something
shifted inside me—I felt certain
my life would change. As I kept
attending, I gradually lost the de-
sire for crack, then alcohol, and
eventually even cigarettes.

"I surrendered my life to God
and, within a month, found
stable work. I learned the im-
portance of obeying His Word
and strengthening my faith. To-
day, thanks to the baptism with
the Holy Spirit, I have true joy,
a restored family, and a happy
marriage. The very person who
evangelized me is now my wife,
and together, we share beautiful
moments with our daughter."

— Nuno Silva
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366 what's
happening on
sundays

“Free from a
varicose ulcer.”

In 2021, my life took an
unexpected turn; at this
challenging time, I made a crucial
decision to unite medicine with
my faith.

I was barely able to put my foot on the
ground and ended up being diagnosed
with a varicose ulcer. I was at risk of
having my leg amputated.

I had endured that wound for about
three long years, but today, I'm
free-Emerson

"The sores took

over her whole | "Free from every
body." ¥ addiction.

I had sores all over my body. I couldn’t sleep, bathe, sit down, or SR ETET ATl QTR T-e i BBy ETSi|IETL ERET |
even wear clothes. I was on multiple medications, including an alcohol for more than 30 years. I tried
injection every two weeks, but I became allergic to it. The other everything I could to stop it, such as
treatments didn’t work either. I had to leave my job and stay programs and God’s help, but I would go
home, often wearing little to no clothing because anything on back to the same thing. Due to the
my skin felt unbearable. I couldn’t go outside because the sun addictions, I lost my children, and I became
would burn me. depressed. Since I started coming to this
o ministry, in less than two months, God has

iy Before set me free from all addictions.

. : ~ 5
E y 9 . . ;
just got a new job after being unemployed

\ g
I . §\ \ .9 Y since 2020. God is great. — Natasha
\ ¢ \ >

When I started coming here regularly, I used the water by
faith—I drank it and even poured it over myself since I couldn’
bathe at the time. I remember needing a nurse to visit twice a
week just to help me apply some of the medication. Today, as
you can see in the pictures, I am completely healed. All it took
was faith and belief!

! Receive the healing
waters this Sunday
at your nearest
Universal Church
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Sength in surrender
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n life, were often taught that strength  Syrrender isn’t
I a sign of weak-
ness but of
faith. It means
letting go of
control and al-

lowing God to
take the lead

comes from fighting, pushing through,

and never backing down. But true
strength is found in surrender—surren-
dering to God’s will and trusting in His
plans instead of our own.

Spiritually speaking, surrender isn’t a
sign of weakness but of faith. It means
letting go of control and allowing God
to take the lead. When we try to handle
everything on our own, we become over-
whelmed, anxious, and exhausted. But when we put our trust in
Him, we find peace, direction, and true strength.

Jesus Himself showed us this when He surrendered to the will
of the Father, even in the face of suffering. His greatest victory—
defeating sin and death—came through His complete trust in
God’s plan.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your
own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He
shall direct your paths.”

— Proverbs 3:5-6

Maybe you've been struggling, feeling like nothing is going
the way you planned. Maybe you've been fighting battles that
aren’t yours to fight. Stop carrying burdens that belong to God.
Surrender your worries to Him today. Pray, trust, and watch how
He leads you to victory.

May the God of the Bible bless you!
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“I squandered
my inheritance
on drugs”

elisiwe lost her mother
when she was just a year
old, and with her father

absent, her aunt became her le-
gal guardian. She grew up in a
loving home and was well cared
for. But everything changed when
she started high school. She fell in
with the wrong crowd, who intro-
duced her to marijuana and skip-
ping classes. From that moment,
her life took a downward spiral.

“In high school, I moved from
my aunts house to live with an-
other relative. That’s when things
got even worse. In that area, I was
introduced to harder drugs, in-
cluding crystal meth. When I was
high, I felt like everything was
perfect, but when I was sober, I
was miserable and depressed.

Surprisingly, I still managed to grad-
uate from high school, but by then, I
was completely dependent on drugs. My
family saw how bad things had gotten
and sent me to rehab. I was furious with
them—I felt like they had turned their
backs on me. I stayed in rehab for four
weeks, but within three

some relief. That same night, I went to

her house and told her I wanted to go to
church the next day.

The moment I walked into the church,

I received a prayer and felt a deep sense

of peace. I knew I had found the help

I needed. From that day on, I had the

strength to fight my addiction. I lost the

desire to smoke or drink,

and even the smell of drugs

oy tbore e Istayed infehab o bl o me
it 1 TOP U WEBKS, DM it
gt e oy e
SRS e andthings e
I blew it all on drugs ’ had to build a relationship
and alcohol. I hired got even worse. with God. I didn’t want to

transportation for my
friends and me to trav-
el to different towns just to buy more. I
stopped sleeping at home and lived only
to feed my addiction. It didnt take long
for my entire inheritance to disappear.
When the money ran out, fear and
stress consumed me. One night, over-
whelmed and desperate, I called my
aunt, who was a member of the Uni-
versal Church. She prayed for me, and
for the first time in a long time, I felt

fall back into my old ways,

so I surrendered my life
completely to Him and got baptized in
water.

Since then, everything has changed.
My behavior is different, my family
trusts me again, and the depression that
once consumed me is gone. | am at peace
and truly happy. God gave me a second
chance at life, and T wouldn’t trade it for
anything,” said Nelisiwe.

CHAIN OF PRAYER WORKS!

Are you or a loved one battling addiction?

W

Do not give up, there is a solution.
Start a Chain of Prayer for total deliverance

N

everyikniday.at a Universal l";hurch near you!
‘w < - . *\y u
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N FAITH IN ACTION
What's happening at the Universal Church

“A word saved my life”

Joseph was a violent man whose life was completely
destroyed by addiction. His destructive habits left
him alone, lost, and without any direction.

"l was addicted to tobacco and alcohol. Even
though I was married, I spent most nights in clubs,
constantly cheating on my wife. I was aggressive,
always carried a weapon, and caused trouble wher-
ever I went. Because of the way I lived, I lost my
marriage.”

At rock bottom, after losing everything, Joseph
came across a radio program from the Universal
Church—an encounter that would change his life
forever.

“In May 2010, I first heard about the Universal
Church through a radio program. The words I
heard that day shifted my entire perspective on life.

For the first time, I felt a sense of hope, and that’s
when I began my journey of faith."

Perseverance

"For so long, everything in my life was going wrong,
but I thought it was normal—I was used to living
that way. When [ arrived at the Universal Church,
the pastors and assistants welcomed me with kind-
ness and guided me with care and attention.”

By attending the meetings, following the chain
of prayers, and applying what he learned, Joseph
gradually started to transform from the inside out.
He overcame his addictions and remained steadfast
in pursuing the most valuable treasure of all—the
Holy Spirit.

"I got baptized in water, began putting my faith
into action, and learned about the importance
of fully surrendering to the Lord Jesus. I realized
that true change didnt happen overnight—it was
a long and difficult journey. But one day, during a
Wednesday meeting, I was baptized with the Holy
Spirit. It was an indescribable experience! From
that moment on, my life changed completely. Ev-
erything I had been before was left behind, and I

n
started anew.

A life made whole

"Today, I serve God with all my heart, with joy and
understanding. I am happily married and have a
strong, blessed marriage. I also have a stable pro-
fessional life and lack nothing. But above all, the
greatest gift Jesus gave me was His Spirit—because
He is the one who guides, protects, and directs me

every single day." — Joseph Jesus

Are you struggling with addiction
or know someone who is?

[ have good news for you—there is a cure
for addiction, and that cure is found in
the Lord Jesus. That’s why, every Friday
at the Universal Church, we hold a spe-

cial Deliverance Service to help those
who want to break free from the grip of
addiction.

This service is designed to empower both
addicts and their families, helping them
overcome dependency, regain control
over their lives, and break the cycle of
suffering and setbacks.

Join us this Friday at a Universal Church
near you and experience the peace and
transformation that only God can pro-

vide. Counselors will be available to
guide and support you, and powerful
prayers will be made for your complete
deliverance.

Don’t wait any longer—freedom is pos-
sible! Come and see how you, too, can
overcome

UN|SOCIAL

The youth came together to make a difference in their
community, reaching out to those in need with kindness and
compassion. With warm hearts, they provided hot meals,
nourishing soup, refreshing drinks, snack bags, and cozy

winter months. Through this act of generosity, they
discovered the power of giving. You can be part of this too! :
Join us and experience the joy of making a positive impact in \ﬁ\

someone’s life.

@ YPG USA

YPG.USA gE 5 paRT OF SOMETHING GREAT!
JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY AT 1PM

YOUTH TRANSFORMATICN

Keyana Lowery’s testimony

My life used to revolve around drinking, partying, and spending
time with the wrong crowd. Even in college, despite my parents’
advice, I ignored their guidance. I made excuses to avoid church
and kept living recklessly. One night, while out drinking with
friends, I was arrested for DUI. Sitting in jail, I realized how far I
had strayed. In that moment of desperation, I made a promise to
God: If He gave me another chance, I would serve Him.
After my release, I started going to church with my mother. I
listened to the teachings, sought deliverance, and truly
surrendered to God. As I grew in faith, I let go of drinking,
partying, and the negative influences in my life. Today, I am a new
person. I help in the church and, most importantly, I have received
the Holy Spirit—my greatest treasure.

XPG YPG YPG YPG
XPG PG PG



COVER STORY

r I Yhe World Drug Report 2023 by
the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
revealed that more than 296 million
people used drugs in 2021—an increase
of 23% compared to the previous decade.
This rise is linked to a range of factors,
such as social and economic inequalities,
but it may also be tied to the relaxation
of regulations that allow drugs to circulate
more freely in many countries.
Often, people who struggle with
addiction are seen as inferior. After all,
they've surrendered control of their lives
to a substance or behavior. Chemical
dependency, for example, is defined by the
World Health Organization (WHO) as a
chronic, progressive, and fatal disease—
essentially, a death sentence.

Every Friday, the deliverance meetings
guide attendees to understand that the
problem isn’t the substance itself but the
oppressive force controlling their actions
and reactions. By removing this evil
influence, the individual is freed from
addiction and any cravings or desires tied
to 1t.

“| was introduced to drugs early .

on and had problems because of .ﬁﬂ.

my addictions.”

akson grew up in a large family
within a community marked
by hardship. His childhood was
ugh, plagued by poverty and hunger
due to his parents' financial struggles.
Despite their hard work, it was never
enough to support the household and
children. “My brothers and I had little
support from our parents, so I was
practically raised on the streets. I was
introduced to drugs early on and had
problems because of my addictions,”
he recalls.
At the age of 11, Jakson smoked his
first marijuana cigarette and soon
after became addicted to cocaine and
alcohol. He admits that he didn’t fully
understand the consequences at the
time, but the drugs were presented to
him as fun and harmless.

As an adult, Jakson began to realize
that his addiction was destroying his
life. He made several attempts to break
free, starting with his marriage to
Heloisa. “I got married at 23, thinking
it would make me happy and help me
stop using drugs, but I only used them
more,” he admits. This is when he hit

rock bottom. Feeling hopeless, Jakson
gave into his addictions.

His alcohol and cocaine use worsened,
and he developed a mysterious illness
that baffled doctors. “I got so sick at
one point that I couldn’t get out of
bed, and no doctor could figure out
what was wrong,” he recalls.

In the midst of his suffering, Jakson
began to see that the issue was more
than just physical. “I thought it was
strange, because I was in such a bad
state, yet no one could diagnose me. I
started to realize that my problem was
spiritual,” he says.

At this time, Jakson had been invited
multiple times to attend the Universal
Church, but he had always declined.
However, after exhausting all other
options, he decided to visit the church.

“I went, and immediately I felt a
change within me. I was healed from
the illness and started seeing results in
my faith. But after three years, [ still
hadn’t fully surrendered my life to

glddictions
ARoadkto

Destilctions

| got so sick at

one point that |
couldn’t get out of
bed, and no doctor

could figure out
what was wrong.

God,” he shares.

Recognizing the need for complete

righteousness and  surrender to
God in order to experience a true

transformation, Jakson finally made

the decision to give his life to Jesus.
“The hardest part was letting go of
drugs and alcohol, but I found the
strength to change once I made that

decision. And today, thank God, [ am

free from everything,” he says.

Today, Jakson enjoys a completely
transformed life. He is free from
addiction and disease, and has a
peaceful, successful marriage with
Heloisa, celebrating over 45 years
together. “All of this is thanks to the
Holy Spirit. I can do nothing without
Him. He is everything in my life,”
Jakson concludes.
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“I left my daughter alone, carrying a
large amount of drugs...”

matured too quickly because of the

constant fights and aggression between
my parents, and to make matters worse,
I was beaten a lot by my father. I couldn’t
take it anymore, so at 14,
I left home. I got married
and was pregnant at 15. I
thought starting a family

Ipractically didnt have a childhood. I

There were constant fights.
When he drank, hed break
everything in the house, and
he was so aggressive, he even
hit me. By the time I was 19,
I couldn’t take it anymore,
and I separated from him.

I thought starting over would fix everything,
but the sadness in my heart only deepened. I
started looking for ways to fill that emptiness.
I began to go out and experiment with things
I had never done before. I discovered alcohol,
cigarettes, and
marijuana. I ended
up living alone with
my daughter and
took in a friend who
introduced me to
That was
my lowest point.

cocaine.

As I became

addicted to drugs,
I fell into even darker places. I ended up
turning to prostitution just to support my
habit. One of my worst memories is when
I got hooked on cocaine. I left my daughter
alone, carrying a large amount of drugs,
not realizing how dangerous it was or that I

could be arrested at any moment.

In 2015, I met my current husband at
a bar. We moved in together, but things
didnt improve. He also used drugs, and the

For years, | was
o hinge onty woc v SEUCK N this cycle,
while my hushand
stayed on drugs.

fighting started again. I kept using drugs for
another four years, until I found out I was
pregnant with our second child. Even after
our son was born, the fighting never stopped.
I carried so much hate in my heart, and I
channeled it towards
everyone around me—
my daughter from my
previous relationship,
my mother-in-law, and
my husband. For years,
I was stuck in this cycle,
while my husband
stayed on drugs.

But everything started
to change when my
husband decided to
seek help at the Universal Church. In a
short time, he got rid of his addiction and
became a completely new man. That’s when
I decided to go with him to the meetings.
From the very first day, I felt a peace I had
never experienced before. I kept attending,
and in about 11 months, I was able to let
go of the hate I had carried for so long. I
learned to forgive and ask for forgiveness. I
started seeking the Holy Spirit because I had
learned that only He could fill the emptiness
in my soul.

And as the Bible promises in Luke 24:49,
I received the Greatest Blessing. I had the
privilege of receiving the Holy Spirit, and
today, true joy lives within me. My family
has been restored, and my husband, who is
now a man of God, has helped me on my
journey of faith. Before, I enjoyed making
people suffer, but now, I am a soul winner.
My life is completely transformed, and I give
all the glory to God for the miracles He has
worked in me and my family." - Margaret
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UNIVERSAL BEYOND BARS )

Many behind bars have told themselves:
“It’s too late to change.”

“This is it for me.”

“I had my chances, and I blew it.”

“My life is over.”

But why do so many incarcerated individuals
believe they’ll never change? Where does this
mindset come from? Is it because theyve been
told this by loved ones, a judge, or fellow inmates?
Or is it the result of years of regret, guilt, and
disappointment?

Do you know the saying, “Beauty is in the eye of
the beholder” It reminds us that perception is
everything. Just like beauty, your future is shaped
by how you choose to see it. We were all given free
will—the ability to make decisions, shape our path,
and determine how we view our circumstances.

A better life requires a choice:

If you truly want a fresh
start, you have to stop
dwelling on the past. You
cannot expect a new life
while still seeing yourself as
the same person. Change is
a verb—it requires action.

So, what action will you
take to create real change?
What steps will you take
to be seen as more than
just “that inmate”? No one
wants to be identified solely
by an ID number, but the
transformation starts with
you and your decisions.

- ®. -
-
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Change your perspective, change your life:

Instead of saying, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder,”
let’s redefine it:

“A better life depends on your actions.”
You CAN change.

Tip: Take responsibility for your life:

€6

Don't justify failures by
blaming others. If your life
isn't where you want it to be,
make the right choices, and
you'll reap good fruit. Your
future is determined by the
decisions you make today.
It’s not too late. Your new life

starts with a choice—what
will yours be?

Loming Effect !
Pl iae ool
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Tune in to the UBB on the Pando App. Episodes uploaded daily!

You can heye & e [ik=s
= (During el effEr )

UNIVERSAL BEYOND BARS

February 2025

Every day the UBB has a new episode
for you.

There is something for everyone! Do
you need guidance about your faith,
family, sexual orientation, curses,
dealing with loss, addictions etc.?

“iHablas espaiol? Enla aplicacion
de Pando puedes encontrar
segmentos de la UBB jtambién en
espanol!”

I'm going to the TOP down with the UBB!
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Youw are NOT alone

| was a disappointment to my father

n honorable life as a reintegrated listened to a radio program from the Universal

member of society. But his
journey wasn't always this way.

Abandoned by his mother as a child,
Wallace was raised by his father,

who believed tha giving his son MY father lost his will to live because of me. He
thought there was no hope for me, Wallace recalls.
But even after this terrifying experience, Wallace
guidance, Wallace ook adark pach. — didn’t stop. Each argument with his father pushed
Ac 14, he eperimented with— him further into crime and deeper into addiction.

everything he wanted was the best
way to care for him.

However, without discipline or

cigarettes, which quickly escalated to

t 25 years old, Wallace proudly 15 days later. I knew at that moment, God Youth Group, where he found something he
declares himself a happy man, living had a plan for me.” While in prison, Wallace had never truly experienced: a family.

“They welcomed me with love and
kindness. For the first time, I felt
valued. The pastors and assistants
treated me like a son.”

Now, Wallace has completely
turned his life around. He hates
drugs and fears their destructive
power. Instead of destroying lives,
he dedicates his own to helping
others break free from addiction.

“Today, 'm here to help others

mariuana, cocsine and evencually It wasn't until his fifth arrest that he finally started overcome what Ifonce struggled
crack. But using wasn’t enough—he . . . with. is transformation was
sarted selling drugs and commiccng. 10 F@flect on his actions. His face was plasterel  made possible through the work
across the local news as a dangerous drug dealer. § ' 5P (“hivess Borond
rrested five times, Wallace became . W gifig Aves
e ot e e Though he had been arrested with two others,

money. One fareful night, under— quthorities abeled him the leader due to his past  we believe that everyone deserves

the influence, he assaulted a young

burglaries to support his habit.

prisons worldwide.

a second chance. We believe in

woman and stole her belongings. charges N
’ you.

She later returned with a police

officer. In a desperate attempt to escape, Wallace Church for inmates. It spoke of hope,
pulled out a gun and fired—but miraculously, change, and redemption. Desperate, he
none of the bullets discharged. The officer wrote a letter to the bishop leading the
retaliated with five shots, yet none hit him. program, asking his father to deliver it.

But his father, bitter and disillusioned,
His father, José Machado, was at his breaking  refused.

point. Seeing his son as a lost cause, he was
overwhelmed with despair. In his desperation, Upon his release, Wallace didn’t
he even pointed a gun at Wallace, threatening hesitate—he went straight to the

to end his life before the police could. Universal Church.

“The reporters humiliated me, making me There, he made the life-changing
out to be the most dangerous drug lord. They  decision to be baptized.

mocked me on TV. But then, something

incredible happened—I was released just He was introduced to the Victory

“I cry out to God; yes, | shout. Oh, that God would listen to me! When | was in deep
trouble, | searched for the Lord.” Psalms 77:1-2

Speak out, I am all ears! If you want to be added to my E-Message list, send me a letter
with the correct info to: 7075 SW. Fwy. Houston, TX 77074.

Include: Name/ID #, Facility, Complete Address, City/State, and the Zip code.
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STAY ENCOURAGED WITH DAILY PROGRAMS

Kings will tell the story of the nation of
Israel from the moment the last judge,
Prophet Samuel, is used by God to
guide His people up to the pitiful fall of
Jerusalem caused by the armies of
Babylon. We will share in the pains,

joys, and stories of the significant first
kings of Israel as they lead the nation.

WAYS TO WATCH ULFN:

NEW YORK, CHANNEL 42.2
HOUSTON TX, CHANNEL 28.1
DALLAS TX, CHANNEL 28.1
ORLANDO FL, CHANNEL 50.1

FRESNO CA, CHANNEL 12.1
PHILADELPHIA PA, CHANNEL 8.3 SHOWDOWN OF FAITH | 7am
RICHMOND VA, CHANNEL 53.3 with Bishop Joshua
TRINIDAD, CHANNEL 107

(AMPLIA/FLOW)
TOBAGO, CHANNEL 23

m ROKU TV / PLAYER

Add ULFN to your list of channels.

X ‘ SR OVERCOMING DEPRESSION | 2pm

_mal APPS (APPLE & ANDROID)

'-
FIGHTING THE UNSEEN ENEMY
4pm with Bishop David

ULFN PROGRAMS SCHEDULE (ET)

ULFN NEWS | 8am
THE AM SHOW | 10am
AT THE EDGE OF DEATH | 12pm

BREAKING THE SILENCE | 3pm

iPhone/iPad users: Download
from the App Store

Android users: Download from TEN COMMANDMENTS l 5pm
Google Play

GENESIS | 7pm

WEBSITE

KINGS THE SERIES | 9pm

Access our website: LET THERE BE LIGHT | 12am
watch.ulfn.org

1o

UNIVERSAL

ONLINE RADIO

GETITON

Google Play

# Download on the

App Store

(universat online radio QD (living faith network Q)

Visit our website: ulfn.org + Follow us online: @UniLivingFaith o o
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ome people are natural leaders but don't
even realize they have this ability. They are
engaged, they listen, they value those

around them, and they lead by

example—yet they fail to recognize their
potential. Others want to lead but don’t know how,
while some believe they have the authority and
charisma to lead but confuse leadership with
authoritarianism. Many dont understand that
leadership may be the missing trait they need to
achieve greater success, not just in their careers but in
life as a whole.

So, what are the right actions and qualities needed to
lead effectively?

According to Emanuel Quiroz, a professional coach,
a true leader has a positive attitude that adds value to
those around them.

“A leader must also know their company. For
example, if they own a small clothing business, they
don’t need to know how to sew, but they must
understand how everything works—what equipment
is needed, the quality of fabrics, production time,
how shipments are handled, etc. A leader sets the
example.”

On the other hand, a manager who says one thing
and does another fails to set a positive example. This
reflects poorly on the company and its overall image.
“That’s not a leader—it’s a bad manager,” Quiroz

adds.
To become a good leader, one must develop in areas

like motivation, goal-setting, and understanding the
needs of others.

BECOME A SPONSOR

YOU CAN'BE A SPONSOR

“A leader is like the

captain of a boat.
They must know its
speed, its destination,
and the best route to
take. Anyone
engages with business
management, sales, or
leadership in some
form will always gain

something valuable.”

who

One effective way to

identify  leadership
potential is through
self-assessment  tests.
Quiroz advises
companies to offer
leadership courses as
part of career
planning for
employees.

“When a company
provides  leadership
training, it not only
helps employees grow
but also prevents
them from secking
opportunities
elsewhere due to lack

of advancement.”
However,  personal
initiative is  also

crucial for leadership
development. Quiroz
suggests that aspiring
leaders take online or

OFAC
A

3

of this ministry by smg your your seed and

in-person courses, read leadership books, and use
free resources like YouTube and other
educational platforms.

“If youre an entrepreneur, the first step is
identifying what you want for your business.
Investing in leadership training will give you the
tools to improve and implement better
strategies.”

Key qualities of a good leader

Effective leadership requires two essential skills:
Clear Communication — A leader must be able to
articulate ideas, instructions, and expectations
clearly. Poor communication can lead to
confusion and inefficiency.

Delegation — A leader should identify the right
people to delegate tasks to and trust them to
execute them effectively.

“Some people naturally don' like to talk much.
But if you're in a leadership role, communication
is essential. Good leaders ensure that information
flows smoothly to maintain a strong work
structure.”

Maxwell’s story: A journey

to leadership

Maxwell's path to
leadership was not
casy. His struggles
with alcohol and
marijuana  created

financial hardship,

strained

e\

" LA | relationships, and
'ﬁ left him in debt and
stress.

_The Strong Nation—

Leadership is the
key to thriving

| borrowed
money from
friends but

couldnt pay them

back. I started
avoiding  places
where 1 owed
people. I  was
always  stressed
because I couldn’t
provide for my

family the way I
used to.”

His turning point
came when he
started attending
services at the
Universal Church.
‘A few months
later, I was able to
quit alcohol and
marijuana. My
finances improved,
and 1 was finally
able to provide for
my family again. I
even managed to
save money and
pay off my debts.
Today, I am
spiritually mature
and live a life that
pleases God.”

Join us at your local Universal Church to learn how you
can overcome your financial problems through faith.

MONDAYS | 7am, 10am, 4pm

Y DEFENDING OMN

and 7pm

ATION
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NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN * 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALBANY e 172 N ALLEN ST., ALBANY, NY 12206 * (518) 816-7904

BEDFORD » 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226 ¢ (347) 756-8339

BRONX » 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456

BRONX © 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10467

CANARSIE * 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236

EAST BEDSTUY * 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233

EAST FLATBUSH » 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203

FAR ROCKAWAY e 14-25 CENTRAL AVE FAR ROCKAWAY NY 11691 e (929) 604-1991
HARLEM e 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035

HEMPSTEAD e 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550

JAMAICA QUEENS e 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433

MOUNT VERNON ¢ 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 * (914) 447-0743
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)

OZONE PARK * 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, 0ZONE PARK, NY 11420

ST. ALBANS ° 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON ¢ 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074

ARLINGTON e 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 e (682) 230-3592
DALLAS e 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 ¢ (469) 427-6586

WEST DALLAS e 3024 Conklin St., Dallas TX 75212 ¢ (682) 337-1585

NORTH HOUSTON ¢ 16800 Imperial Valley Dr, Houston, TX 77060 e (832) 304-0534
KATY ¢ 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 e (281) 899-8744

SAN ANTONIO » 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 e (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK ¢ 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 e (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON e 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX 77092

More Locations

ALABAMA - 2045 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL 36107 * (334) 840-4656
COLORADO - 6738 E Colfax Ave, Denver CO 80220

CONNECTICUT - 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604  (203) 371-6300
CANADA - 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 « 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA « COMPTON * 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 e (855) 332-1900
BROADWAY e 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 ¢ (323) 975-1019

LONG BEACH e 1235 Pacific Ave Long Beach, CA 90813

EAGLE ROCK » 3912 Eagle Rock Bivd., LA, CA 90065 e (213) 718-4657

FRESNO » 1921 E Belmont Ave. Fresno CA 93721 e (559) 538-9346

SAN BERNADINO e 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411

DELAWARE - 807 N Union street Wilmington, DE 19805 e (302) 688-9307

ILLINOIS - 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 * (773) 820 8699

GEORGIA « DECATUR * 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave.Scottdale, GA 30079 ¢ (470) 575-5222
EAST POINT » 2792 East Point St Atlanta, GA 30344

SAVANNAH e 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 ¢ (912) 446-4914

LOUISIANA « NEW ORLEANS 138 N Broad St, LA 70119  (504) 484-9503

FLORIDA « FT LAUDERDALE * 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 « (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES ¢ 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 ¢ (305) 834-8675

NORTH MIAMI « 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 ¢ (305) 469-8036

POMPANO BEACH e 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 ¢ (754) 212-7878
ORLANDO e 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,0rlando, FL 32808  (689) 233-2409

WEST PALM BEACH * 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 e (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE » 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 » (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND - SILVER SPRING * 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, Upper level (elevator
access) MD 20910 ¢ (301)-463-7080

BALTIMORE ¢ 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 e (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS - 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 e (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN e 4919 Eimhurst St., Detroit, Ml 48204 e (313) 444-6922

MISSISSIPPI « 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 e (769) 218-9472
NEVADA - 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, NV 89119 e (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE - 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 ¢ (615) 457-0527

NEW JERSEY « NEWARK ¢ 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114  (973) 643-5126
ORANGE ¢ 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 ¢(973) 675-4253

NORTH CAROLINA - 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 « (980) 875-9783

OHIO « 3510 W 41st. St. Cleveland, OH 44109 * (440) 462-9595

OKLAHOMA - 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 * (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA - 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 * (267)469-2594
SOUTH CAROLINA - 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 e (803) 238 6657
GREENVILLE 1601 Rutheford St. South Carolina 29609 «(864) 551-8651

UTAH « 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT 84119  Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA « 200 E Belt Blvd., Richmond, VA 23224 « (804) 430-9500

WASHINGTON DC - 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC e (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN « 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, Wi 53208 « (414) 914-6086

HAWAII - 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, Hl 96797 e (808) 451-9090

HILO » 750 Kaneolehua Ave. STE 103 - Hilo, HI 96720

v " StO}’ S uffering ‘ Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text. Let us chat. We want to help. 1-888-312-4141




