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The condition set by the Lord to save 
the Hebrews from the angel of death 
in Egypt was unconditional obedience. 
They had to sacrifice a lamb and spread 

its blood on the doorposts and lintel, roast the 
meat on a fire, and eat it with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs. 

“And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your 
waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in 
your hand. So you shall eat it in haste. It is the 
LORD’s Passover.” Exodus 12.11.
The life of each family depended on their obedi-
ence to this commandment, nothing else. 

Obedience: life; Disobedience: death. The same 
conditions apply to receiving the Holy Spirit. 
Those who want to receive Him must first give up 

their sinful ways. After demonstrating this faith 
effort, they will receive a visit from the Lord Jesus, 
who will baptize them with the Holy Spirit.

“Then you shall know that I am the LORD, when 
I have opened your graves, O My people, and 
brought you up from your graves. I will put My 
Spirit in you, and you shall live...” Ezekiel 37.13-
14. Jesus has already opened the graves. Those 
who are buried in sin must leave it behind and 
run away quickly! While on their way, they will 
find the Lord Jesus.

Do your part, and then the LORD will do His. 
Obedience to the Word of God means deliverance 
from the angel of death and the receiving of the 
angel of life. What is your choice?

Alcohol, tobacco, night outs, 
and pornography. It was the 
repertoire of Wilfried's life, 
who, with his wife Emmanuelle, 
built a marriage based on lies 
and in�delity.

When Wilfried and Emmanu-
elle started dating, he was 16, 
and she was 15. " Within �ve 
years of our relationship, there 
was no trust between us any-
more; due to the many lies and 
in�delities, there was no pros-
pect for the future," says Em-
manuelle.

Wilfried had already known 

the Universal Church in 
the past, in his childhood, 
through his mother, but 
he did not stray away from 
God as he got older.  His 
attitude led him to a life 
of school failures and even 
to an alcoholic coma, mo-
tivated by the addiction he 

developed to alcohol and being 
in a constant state of drunken-
ness. Emmanuelle, on the other 
hand, lived with the trauma of 
her parent's divorce and the fact 
that she had not had any contact 
with her father for many years.

RECONCILIATION

Recognition of the importance 
of surrendering one's life to 
God, reconciling with Him, and 
submitting to biblical guidelines 
led Wilfried to return to the 
Universal Church. �rough his 
faith, he abandoned all addic-
tions and became a responsible 

man. �is change in Wilfried 
made Emmanuelle attend a ser-
vice for the �rst time.

"I decided to go to the Univer-
sal Church after observing the 
change in my husband. As a re-
sult, I was freed from the sad-
ness I carried inside me, and I 
was able to build a relationship 
with whom I am currently on 
good terms", she declares.

FRUIT OF BELIEVING. 

"�e trust between us has been 
completely restored, and today, 
we are happily married and share 
the same belief. We wanted to 
have a child at a certain point, 
but we couldn't. But we never 
gave up and, through participa-
tion in the chain of prayers, our 
son was born, very healthy and 
naturally conceived, against all 
expectations."
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Call 1.888.332.4141
Text 1.888.312.4141 

For more information    
SEE PAGE 12 FOR LOCATIONS

Bishop Edir Macedo

A love that was reborn from 
the ashes… 

Families under attack
 
 Solid and healthy family units form the 
foundation of society. But when the family unit 
is a�ected by addictions, separation, illnesses, 
�nancial problems, and a lack of values, it can 
lead to family dysfunction, a�ecting even future 
generations. Issues within a family a�ect all its 
members.

 Maybe your family has experienced this. 
�e thought of your family getting along with-
out the worry of �nancial stress, health issues, 
or addictions sounds more like a distant dream 
than a reality. But did you know that God creat-
ed the family itself, and He desires to see families 
that are ful�lled, happy, and together? 

 If you’ve always longed for peace in your 
marriage or a closer bond with your children, 
you’re invited to a transformative chain of prayers 
for the family at a Universal Church near you. 
Love �erapy is a meeting dedicated to blessing 
you and your family and ushering in the fullness 
of God in your home. Join us on �ursdays at 10 
am, 4 pm, and especially 7:30 pm.

BEATING DEPRESSION

 Depression is sadness felt in the deepest 
part of one's soul. It causes a great sense of hope-
lessness and a deep void in which a person loses 
the motivation to do anything. In some cases, 
they lose the desire to live at all. Depression is an 
illness of the soul. But who or what can heal the 
soul? �ere is no other than the Savior of Souls, 
the Lord Jesus, who can heal a sick soul.

 Every Sunday, the Universal Church opens 
its doors to those seeking help to beat depres-
sion. If you need assistance, we urge you to visit a 
branch near you today. Join a Chain of Prayer by 
attending a prayer meeting for seven consecutive 
weeks. You'll receive spiritual support through 
powerful prayers, practical steps, and counseling.

 You're not alone in this battle. �ousands 
of testimonials worldwide prove that a Chain of 
Prayer works. You have the potential to be the 
next success story. You, too, can beat depression!
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“Free from high blood 
pressure, arthritis, and 

sleepless nights.” 

blessed water2 3



4 -- Bishop Joshua --  -- Universal News --

|MESSAGE|
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 In burial ceremonies or funerals, we have seen a lot of people cry-
ing and screaming. There are many cases where a family member 
tries to jump into the grave together due to so much love they had 

and how they will miss that person.
Because of the loss of that family member, no words can comfort 

or make that person feel better. One may speak a thousand words, 
sing songs, etc., but nothing will be enough to take those tears away.

Perhaps you are not crying on the outside, but inside, your soul is 
crying. You feel depressed, sad, frustrated, you feel hopeless, and you 
do not know what to do to help yourself.

The Bible says:

“You number my wanderings, put my tears into Your bottle” 
(Psalm 56:8)

God will collect our tears into His bottle, which means He does 
not like and does not want to see your soul crying.

That‘s why He gives us the opportunity to come to Him, decide 
now to go to a Universal Church near you, and surrender to Jesus. He 
will not only dry your physical tears and the tears of your soul, but He 
will replace them with joy.

May the God of the Bible bless you!

I found the Universal Church while 
my children were still young, and 
they grew up learning about the im-

portance of God’s Presence. However, 
as a teenager, my daughter Flavia be-
gan to listen more to her friends. Until 
she was 15, she was just like any other 
young woman, and then, she started 
smoking cigarettes. Before I knew it, 
she was already using marijuana, hoo-
kah, ecstasy, and alcohol.

Coming across the presence of drugs 
in the house was like seeing the dream 
of a united family go down the drain. 
The ground was shaken from under 
my feet. Flavia, a well-behaved child, 
began to distance herself and spent 
more time outside the house than in-
side. She disobeyed me and made me 
worried.

That was when I decided to fight for 
her. When she would go out and come 
home drunk or under the influence of 
drugs, we were afraid because she was 
very aggressive and made a series of 
threats. My husband and I slept with 
the bedroom door locked.

Flavia remembers her feelings: “I 
hated everyone, especially my moth-
er, and I didn’t want to be around her, 
so much so that I left home and went 
to the countryside. I spent three years 
without giving any news to my fami-
ly because I wanted to distance myself 
from them.”

In addition to her addictions, Fla-
via discovered that she had lupus, a 
chronic inflammatory disease of au-
toimmune origin (which occurs when 
the body itself attacks the organs and 
tissues). The disease affected both kid-
neys, and she had to undergo hemo-
dialysis. But because of her addiction, 
she was not following the treatment 
properly nor taking her medication, 
to the point where her organs were no 
longer functional, and she was on the 
waiting list for a transplant.

In human eyes, Flavia’s change was 
impossible; after all, not even the risk 
of losing her life made her give up the 
addictions. “Even so, I placed all my 

trust in God. On the other hand, I also 
needed to change. I didn’t understand 
that there was a spirit behind all our 
suffering, but when I understood that, 
I stopped fighting Flavia and started 
fighting the spirit of addiction and 
helping her.”

In all, it took seven years of perse-
verance in God’s promises until Flavia 
understood that there was no other 
way. “I started attending meetings and 
was freed from my addictions, from all 
my bad feelings, from my nervousness, 
and from everything I did wrong,” 
says Flavia. Her mother confirmed her 
change today: “We couldn’t be togeth-
er before, but now we work together. 
She has a completely different behav-
ior, and in addition to being cured of 
her addictions, she is cured of lupus, 
her kidneys are working again, and she 
is healthy. God made everything com-
plete.”

The family, who previously lived in 
fear and destruction, now has peace. 
“When I understood that the prob-
lem was spiritual, I saw it was a matter 
of life or death. I fought with all my 
strength, put God above all, and trust-
ed in Him,” says Deuzimar.

_______________________

A happy and structured family has 
been a dream for many people living 
with the negative impacts of society’s 
problems. For example, arguments, 
fights, and aggression do not solve a 
problem inside a person. It is because, 
while human strength is limited, God’s 
power is supernatural and can turn lost 
cases into new lives.
Do you want to see changes in your 
family? You have to plant and do your 
part. Every Sunday, prayers are made 
for the family at all the branches of the 
Universal Church. It is a moment for 
you to pour out your pains, complaints, 
and fears so that God can come and 
take care of your family. Get ready to 
do something different for your home 
and achieve different results.

OUR TEARS INTO HIS BOTTLE

“I HATED EVERYONE, ESPECIALLY MY MOTHER”
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 AT 10 AM - THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH

1.888.332-4141

The Universal Church is a judgment-free zone. You will be
welcomed, no matter your beliefs or religion. Come as you are!

What’s happening at the Universal Church

Great Distribution of 
Anointed Oil 

Holy Oil: e Divine Instrument
 
Every year, consecrated oil is distributed 
to the people for anointing. In biblical 
times, oil (or olive oil) was commonly 
used in spiritual events. For example, oil 
was used to keep the menorah lit in the 
Tabernacle built by Moses. is element 
could never be missing from the sacred 
object so that the flame would always be 
lit: a reference to the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives. Later, the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus used oil to 
promote the use of faith among people, 
as the apostle James writes: 

“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call 
for the elders of the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord” (James 5:14-15). 
Another reference in Mark 6:12-13 is: 

In another biblical passage, in the book 
of , we saw that the oil 2 Kings 4.1-7
brought prosperity to a widow in debt, 
who paid her debts and used the rest of 
the oil to care for her family. e 
presence of God Just as it happened in 
biblical times, it happens today in the 
lives of those who believe. 

“And they went out and preached that 
people repent. And they cast out many 
demons, and anointed with oil many 
who were sick, and healed them.”

e Bible teaches us that oil is a symbol of 
the Holy Spirit. Many people have lost 
faith because they lost communion with 
the Holy Spirit. Oil reminds us of this 

Why is oil a Divine instrument to 
bless people? 

Now, with this element in hand, everyone 
can manifest faith to determine healing, 
deliverance, and protection. 

faith, the flame that continues to burn.

Don’t miss out

Go to one of the Universal Church 
meetings on September 15th at 10 AM 
(also 7 AM, 3 PM, 6 PM), and receive a 
bottle of the Anointing Oil free of charge. 
Please invite family and friends to this 
meeting. 
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Rosimeire discovered the Universal 
Church when she was still young. 
The first time she went to a meeting, 

she was accompanying her sister, who was 
seeking a cure for a health problem. Her 
sister got better and the whole family 
started attending the church. A regular 
attendee of the meetings, Rosimeire met 
Fabiano de Carvalho. She tells us how the 
meeting went: “He and I were members 
of the youth power group, we dated and 
got married. That’s when I discovered that 
my faith was emotional. I discovered this 
because I only stayed in the church for a 
while before deciding to leave and I could 
have stayed, but I let myself get carried 
away. I was no longer obeying God as I 
should have. I started doing everything my 
way and was not faithful to Him.” 

From then on, her life began to go downhill. 
She became a proud person and her husband, 
arrogant, because he 
thought he was self-
sufficient. “There 
was great frustration, 
unhappiness, and 
insecurity within me,” 
she explains. In addition, 
there were also financial 
complications, especially 
because the couple had 
three children to raise. 

“We depended on my mother and mother-
in-law for help to eat. Sometimes they would 
give us money so we could go shopping or 
bring us food. We didn’t have any suitable 
clothes and my mother-in-law would buy 
them at thrift stores,” she says. The house 
where the family lived had leaks in the roof, 
because the ceilings were cracked, and it 
was infested with rats. They were forced to 
live amidst the feces of rodents and cats. 
For five years, the family lived like this 
and it gradually fell apart. Rosimeire, who 
was becoming more distressed every day, 
suffered greatly, but her husband's situation 
was no better. This reality only changed 
when they realized that all these problems 
arose after they had turned away from God.

When Rosimeire and her family returned 
to the Universal Church, it was time for 
a purpose of faith. “My husband and I 
reached an agreement: we decided not 
to act according to our understanding, 
because doing so only brought us problems, 
so now we would obey the Word of God. I 
left the past behind and gave myself with 
all my strength, without reservations, 
alongside my husband, in the same faith. 
We maintained the confidence that God 
would change our situation,” she declares. 
They began attending meetings to learn 
more about faith and obedience, but soon 
after participating, things got worse: 

Fabiano lost his job, but this did not shake 
them, because 
they had faith 
that it was just a 
new path that was 
being opened for 
them to follow. 
Shortly after, 
Fabiano got a new 
job, which was 
better than the 
previous one. 

The main change in the family's life, 
however, was in the spiritual aspect. In place 
of anguish and sadness came peace and joy. 
Rejoicing in God, they today celebrate the 
happy family they built based on biblical 
teachings. 

“Today, our lives have been transformed 
as a result of obedience and complete 
surrender on the Altar. I do not depend on 
my own decisions, but I am guided by the 
Holy Spirit, who always inspires and directs 
me. My family lives the fullness of God's 
wonders,” she concludes.

............................................................................................................................................

For five years, the family lived For five years, the family lived 
like this and it gradually fell like this and it gradually fell 
apart. Rosimeire, who was apart. Rosimeire, who was 

becoming more distressed every becoming more distressed every 
day, suffered greatly, but her day, suffered greatly, but her 

husband's situation was no better.husband's situation was no better.

God’s project 
The family is a project of God: God is 
Family. God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit. He designed the 
human race to live in a family. Human 
beings can even live alone, but they will 
be unhappy because they stray from the 
standard established by the Lord. In the 
Family of God, there is no mother figure; 
He is self-existent, but in the human 
family, the woman completes the man. 
As it is a Divine project, family life is 
essential even for society, but it has been 
under attack.
This family structure would be the basis 
of all development on the face of the 
Earth. All the achievements of one would 
be those of the other. The earthly family 
was designed to reflect the Family of 
God, but the Divine project as a whole 
was corrupted. God has sought to restore 
families according to His project, and 
people to form families that exude the 
fragrance of the Family of God in this 
world. What to do? We repeatedly hear 
that we cannot control or change people, 
and it can be a heartbreaking realization 
to accept. When we see someone we 
love, have grown up with, or a family 
member who may be far, going through a 
problem that seems to have no solution, 
all we want to do is solve their difficulty, 
take on their pain or shake them up and 
make them change. However, we have no 
control over the human heart, let alone 
what happens outside our bodies.
How should we handle situations that 
are out of our control? How do we deal 
with them, especially when it involves a 
loved one that we desperately want to see 
in a different light? Why not fight against 
the situation with spiritual weapons, 
with faith? If you have a family member 
who doesn’t attend church and who is 
struggling with addictions, has chosen 
the wrong path in life, or is sick, go to the 
nearest Universal Church this Sunday to 
pray for your family. We cannot change 
anyone, but God can, which is why there 
is no such thing as a lost case with Him. 
See the back page for locations.

FAMILIES UNDER ATTACK
The life of Francislaine 

Gonçalves Oliveira, 45, 
is a story of overcoming 

obstacles that began with a painful 
childhood. Although her parents 
always dedicated themselves to the 
well-being of the family, they fought 
a lot, which impacted her view of 
relationships. “My father was a hard-
working man, but unfortunately, 
he was an alcoholic, which resulted 
in difficult situations in our home, 
including domestic violence against 
my mother and constant conflict,” 
she says. Francislaine entered the job 
market when she was 13 years old to 
seek independence and escape the 
constant conflicts at home. It was at 
this time that she met Jean Rodrigo 
de Oliveira with whom she developed 
a friendship that turned into a 
relationship. 

Despite the differences in their lives, 
the couple had a good relationship at 
first. Jean, on the other hand, had a 
difficult adolescence due to the absence 
of his father, who abandoned the 
family. From an early age, he adopted 
harmful habits such as smoking and 
drinking, but he also learned from 
his mother the importance of work. 
“I was inspired by the example of my 
mother, who always dedicated herself 
intensely to work and family. So, 
when I met my wife, I committed to 

always doing the best for 
her and, in the future, 
for our family,” she 
says. The couple sealed 
their union in a church 
where they lived at the 
time. However, after the 
ceremony and the birth 
of their first daughter, 
the challenges increased. 

“Jean was immature, wanted to live 
a single life, and didn’t understand 
the responsibilities of marriage,” 
says Francislaine. They worked a lot 
and Jean spent more and more time 
away from home because he worked 
in another city which contributed 
to the distance between them. In an 
attempt to solve the problem, the 
couple moved to that city. When they 
arrived there, Francislaine was already 
five months pregnant, expecting her 
second daughter. Jean opened an auto 
parts store, while Francislaine opened 
a baby clothes store and another for 
women’s shoes. 

“Although we were making progress 
financially, my husband spent more 
time with his colleagues and going 
to bars, which caused conflicts in our 
home,” Francislaine explains. One 
morning, the couple was informed by 
the police that Jean’s store was on fire.
“Unfortunately, we lost everything 

and the store was not insured. This 
left my husband deeply devastated.” 
However, the worst was yet to come. 
The couple’s oldest daughter became 
depressed and developed anorexia 
nervosa. The family sought medical 
help, but the situation seemed 
increasingly bleak. “Our life became 
hell, we had no money, two daughters 
to support and our marriage was in 
ruins,” Francislaine recalls. During 
a desperate night, Francislaine 
discovered the Universal Church 
program while watching television. 
Inspired, she challenged her own 
beliefs and decided to go to church 
with her oldest daughter. “I attended 
the healing meetings in search of 
my daughter’s recovery and I fought 
to save my marriage, practicing the 
teachings in Love Therapy. 

Surprisingly, even my husband 
started to accompany me to church. 
He distanced himself from bars and 
negative influences. Our lives were 

gradually transformed,” she explains.
Jean and Francislaine got married at the 
Universal Church. “My marriage and my 
family were renewed at this Altar and I 
will never abandon it,” says Jean. “Our 

family is blessed, we lack nothing and I am 
honored to dedicate my life to the Work of 
God,”concludes Francislaine.

There was a lot There was a lot 
of frustration and of frustration and 
unhapiness in the unhapiness in the 

family.family.
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The first time she went to a meeting, 

she was accompanying her sister, who was 
seeking a cure for a health problem. Her 
sister got better and the whole family 
started attending the church. A regular 
attendee of the meetings, Rosimeire met 
Fabiano de Carvalho. She tells us how the 
meeting went: “He and I were members 
of the youth power group, we dated and 
got married. That’s when I discovered that 
my faith was emotional. I discovered this 
because I only stayed in the church for a 
while before deciding to leave and I could 
have stayed, but I let myself get carried 
away. I was no longer obeying God as I 
should have. I started doing everything my 
way and was not faithful to Him.” 

From then on, her life began to go downhill. 
She became a proud person and her husband, 
arrogant, because he 
thought he was self-
sufficient. “There 
was great frustration, 
unhappiness, and 
insecurity within me,” 
she explains. In addition, 
there were also financial 
complications, especially 
because the couple had 
three children to raise. 

“We depended on my mother and mother-
in-law for help to eat. Sometimes they would 
give us money so we could go shopping or 
bring us food. We didn’t have any suitable 
clothes and my mother-in-law would buy 
them at thrift stores,” she says. The house 
where the family lived had leaks in the roof, 
because the ceilings were cracked, and it 
was infested with rats. They were forced to 
live amidst the feces of rodents and cats. 
For five years, the family lived like this 
and it gradually fell apart. Rosimeire, who 
was becoming more distressed every day, 
suffered greatly, but her husband's situation 
was no better. This reality only changed 
when they realized that all these problems 
arose after they had turned away from God.

When Rosimeire and her family returned 
to the Universal Church, it was time for 
a purpose of faith. “My husband and I 
reached an agreement: we decided not 
to act according to our understanding, 
because doing so only brought us problems, 
so now we would obey the Word of God. I 
left the past behind and gave myself with 
all my strength, without reservations, 
alongside my husband, in the same faith. 
We maintained the confidence that God 
would change our situation,” she declares. 
They began attending meetings to learn 
more about faith and obedience, but soon 
after participating, things got worse: 

Fabiano lost his job, but this did not shake 
them, because 
they had faith 
that it was just a 
new path that was 
being opened for 
them to follow. 
Shortly after, 
Fabiano got a new 
job, which was 
better than the 
previous one. 

The main change in the family's life, 
however, was in the spiritual aspect. In place 
of anguish and sadness came peace and joy. 
Rejoicing in God, they today celebrate the 
happy family they built based on biblical 
teachings. 

“Today, our lives have been transformed 
as a result of obedience and complete 
surrender on the Altar. I do not depend on 
my own decisions, but I am guided by the 
Holy Spirit, who always inspires and directs 
me. My family lives the fullness of God's 
wonders,” she concludes.

............................................................................................................................................

For five years, the family lived For five years, the family lived 
like this and it gradually fell like this and it gradually fell 
apart. Rosimeire, who was apart. Rosimeire, who was 

becoming more distressed every becoming more distressed every 
day, suffered greatly, but her day, suffered greatly, but her 

husband's situation was no better.husband's situation was no better.

God’s project 
The family is a project of God: God is 
Family. God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit. He designed the 
human race to live in a family. Human 
beings can even live alone, but they will 
be unhappy because they stray from the 
standard established by the Lord. In the 
Family of God, there is no mother figure; 
He is self-existent, but in the human 
family, the woman completes the man. 
As it is a Divine project, family life is 
essential even for society, but it has been 
under attack.
This family structure would be the basis 
of all development on the face of the 
Earth. All the achievements of one would 
be those of the other. The earthly family 
was designed to reflect the Family of 
God, but the Divine project as a whole 
was corrupted. God has sought to restore 
families according to His project, and 
people to form families that exude the 
fragrance of the Family of God in this 
world. What to do? We repeatedly hear 
that we cannot control or change people, 
and it can be a heartbreaking realization 
to accept. When we see someone we 
love, have grown up with, or a family 
member who may be far, going through a 
problem that seems to have no solution, 
all we want to do is solve their difficulty, 
take on their pain or shake them up and 
make them change. However, we have no 
control over the human heart, let alone 
what happens outside our bodies.
How should we handle situations that 
are out of our control? How do we deal 
with them, especially when it involves a 
loved one that we desperately want to see 
in a different light? Why not fight against 
the situation with spiritual weapons, 
with faith? If you have a family member 
who doesn’t attend church and who is 
struggling with addictions, has chosen 
the wrong path in life, or is sick, go to the 
nearest Universal Church this Sunday to 
pray for your family. We cannot change 
anyone, but God can, which is why there 
is no such thing as a lost case with Him. 
See the back page for locations.

FAMILIES UNDER ATTACK
The life of Francislaine 

Gonçalves Oliveira, 45, 
is a story of overcoming 

obstacles that began with a painful 
childhood. Although her parents 
always dedicated themselves to the 
well-being of the family, they fought 
a lot, which impacted her view of 
relationships. “My father was a hard-
working man, but unfortunately, 
he was an alcoholic, which resulted 
in difficult situations in our home, 
including domestic violence against 
my mother and constant conflict,” 
she says. Francislaine entered the job 
market when she was 13 years old to 
seek independence and escape the 
constant conflicts at home. It was at 
this time that she met Jean Rodrigo 
de Oliveira with whom she developed 
a friendship that turned into a 
relationship. 

Despite the differences in their lives, 
the couple had a good relationship at 
first. Jean, on the other hand, had a 
difficult adolescence due to the absence 
of his father, who abandoned the 
family. From an early age, he adopted 
harmful habits such as smoking and 
drinking, but he also learned from 
his mother the importance of work. 
“I was inspired by the example of my 
mother, who always dedicated herself 
intensely to work and family. So, 
when I met my wife, I committed to 

always doing the best for 
her and, in the future, 
for our family,” she 
says. The couple sealed 
their union in a church 
where they lived at the 
time. However, after the 
ceremony and the birth 
of their first daughter, 
the challenges increased. 

“Jean was immature, wanted to live 
a single life, and didn’t understand 
the responsibilities of marriage,” 
says Francislaine. They worked a lot 
and Jean spent more and more time 
away from home because he worked 
in another city which contributed 
to the distance between them. In an 
attempt to solve the problem, the 
couple moved to that city. When they 
arrived there, Francislaine was already 
five months pregnant, expecting her 
second daughter. Jean opened an auto 
parts store, while Francislaine opened 
a baby clothes store and another for 
women’s shoes. 

“Although we were making progress 
financially, my husband spent more 
time with his colleagues and going 
to bars, which caused conflicts in our 
home,” Francislaine explains. One 
morning, the couple was informed by 
the police that Jean’s store was on fire.
“Unfortunately, we lost everything 

and the store was not insured. This 
left my husband deeply devastated.” 
However, the worst was yet to come. 
The couple’s oldest daughter became 
depressed and developed anorexia 
nervosa. The family sought medical 
help, but the situation seemed 
increasingly bleak. “Our life became 
hell, we had no money, two daughters 
to support and our marriage was in 
ruins,” Francislaine recalls. During 
a desperate night, Francislaine 
discovered the Universal Church 
program while watching television. 
Inspired, she challenged her own 
beliefs and decided to go to church 
with her oldest daughter. “I attended 
the healing meetings in search of 
my daughter’s recovery and I fought 
to save my marriage, practicing the 
teachings in Love Therapy. 

Surprisingly, even my husband 
started to accompany me to church. 
He distanced himself from bars and 
negative influences. Our lives were 

gradually transformed,” she explains.
Jean and Francislaine got married at the 
Universal Church. “My marriage and my 
family were renewed at this Altar and I 
will never abandon it,” says Jean. “Our 

family is blessed, we lack nothing and I am 
honored to dedicate my life to the Work of 
God,”concludes Francislaine.

There was a lot There was a lot 
of frustration and of frustration and 
unhapiness in the unhapiness in the 

family.family.
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“Who can I count on?” “Who can I count on?” 
Hey! Listen up UBB is in the House!! Send your letter, or E-Message to Bishop Bira Joshua 7075 
SW. FWY. Houston, TX 77074. Be sure to include: Complete �rst and last name. Inmate number. 
Facility name, and complete address. City/State and Zip code.

“Teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.” Matthew 28:20

Universal Beyond Bars Universal Beyond Bars 
You are not Alone!You are not Alone!

MMy name is Osvaldo. I’m 51 years 
old. Between the ages of 13-14, 
I got involved with drugs. I was 

using crack, cocaine, and heroin drugs that 
opened the door to destruction in my life. 

I became a person who would steal and 
commit assaults and robberies. I found myself 
as an addict. But there was another side to the 
drugs. I realized I could also gain money from 
this, so I got into drug tra�cking. Police were 
looking for me constantly; I got involved in a 
lot of craziness, one of them being a homicide. 

. 

�e police came to my home and circled me 
in; I had nowhere to run to, and then I got 
arrested and went to prison. I remember that 
place being so dark, cold, and dangerous. 

�e only good thing there was getting to know 
the UBB. �e volunteers there would try to 

get close and talk to me so they could help me. 

“
�ey invited me to join the services, 
but I resisted for a while. But there 

was always a voice of guilt, “Oh, you 
killed someone, now you want to go to 
church? What will they think of you?” 

But I knew I was su�ering. 

So, one day, I resolved that issue and went to UBB 
service, and I felt good. �e pastor called for baptism 
for those who wanted to leave the old life behind. 

I chose to get baptized right away in the prison. I 
got rid of the hidden cell phone I had; I told those 
who were on the street selling drugs to me to stop. 

I didn’t want anything to do with that life anymore. 
�e night before, I remember, funny enough, having 
a dream so peaceful that it felt like I was in heaven. 

�e following Wednesday, they had the service 
of the Holy Spirit, and I gave my all, complete 
surrender; the room was full of inmates. 

It was fantastic. �e seeking was amazing; it was 
so strong. �at day was like �oating; I didn’t 
remember that I was in jail and didn’t care about 
where I was. It was me and God. I didn’t care 

about the sentencing I had for 30 years. I was 
in heaven. I had peace, joy, and power. I said, 
“My god, why didn’t I know this life before?” 

My thoughts changed; my words changed. I was 
freed from prison while in prison. I was another 
eight years after I received the Holy Spirit. I was 
so light and free! I started to serve God behind 
bars; during the time I was there, I experienced 
a process of strength, change, and growth. 

I told God to let his will be done in me. When 
I was told I was going home, I felt sad because 
I knew I would no longer see those I was with; 
I would miss the guards, o�cers, etc. Because 
of my change, I became friends with everyone. 
But before I left, I prayed with the o�cials 
and the inmates; they accepted my prayer. 

I felt worthy in that moment. I was once a 
murderer and criminal, but God showed me I was 
worthy through Him. It brings tears to my eyes, 
even when I think about where God took me from. 
Today, I am a business owner. I thank God for the 
UBB; through them, I found Him, and my life is 
completely transformed. If you asked me what my 
greatest dream is, I would say to make it to heaven. 

�ere is no motivation here for me on this 
earth but to be in the arms of my Jesus.

“From a 12yr Sentence, to a 30yr Sentence.”
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STREAM NEW STREAM NEW 
VIDEOS from VIDEOS from 

THE UBB  EVERY THE UBB  EVERY 
WEEK!  WEEK!  

UBBUBB
Universal Beyond Universal Beyond 

BarsBars

Don’t sleep on the UBB, be down with ubb. New episodes every week! Don’t sleep on the UBB, be down with ubb. New episodes every week! 

Nowadays, the word ‘family’ carries 
no weight. Home is supposed to be 
a haven—a place of comfort and 

support. Still, home is a battleground for many 
because families are upside down or falling apart.

Imagine having to deal with a family problem while 
trying to hide it from your relatives due to the shame. 
Imagine having to sneak out to visit your son in 
prison without other family members �nding out 
because you know that they will take it wrongly. 

It is just one example that a mother recently shared; 
her son was in prison, and out of shame, she covered 
it up and would tell others that he was at work or with 
friends. At the same time, she was confused and had to 
deal with that situation alone. Perhaps you can relate.

What problem is consuming your family?

Money: Is the stress of debts and the pressure of bills 
causing �ghts?

Prison: Are incarcerated family members bringing 
shame and even anxiety to the family?

Fights: Perhaps your 
family members are 
constantly bickering over 
everything.

Addictions: Addiction 
is never a ‘one person’ 
problem; everybody is 
a�ected.

Disease: �e pain of 
watching a loved one in 
pain can be unbearable.

Maybe these problems are 
taking a toll on you, and 
you feel desperate because 
you are losing your family 
one by one.

In the Gospel of Luke 
7:13, Jesus said, “Do not 
weep”. He was speaking 
to a woman who had lost 
her husband and then lost 
her son as well.  

She had lost her entire family and was alone.

“�en He came and touched the open co�n, 
and those who carried him stood still. And He 
said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” Luke 7:14

You see, Jesus told the lady to stop crying because 
He was giving her back her family. Maybe 
you, too, are crying every day because of your 
problems. Jesus also tells you to stop crying 
because He wants to bring a solution to you. 

He wants to restore your 
family. So, dry your tears, turn 
to God, tell Him about your 
family problems, and allow 
Him to make your family 

whole again.
A family that prays together stays together.

What problem is consuming your family?
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TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (682) 230-3592
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
WEST DALLAS • 3024 Conklin St., Dallas TX 75212 • (682) 337-1585
NORTH HOUSTON • 16800 Imperial Valley Dr, Houston, TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 172 N ALLEN ST., ALBANY, NY 12206 • (518) 816-7904
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226 • (347) 756-8339
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10467 
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
FAR ROCKAWAY • 14-25 CENTRAL AVE FAR ROCKAWAY NY 11691 • (929) 604-1991 
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 2045 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL 36107 • (334) 840-4656
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900 
BROADWAY • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019
LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave  Long Beach, CA 90813
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1921 E Belmont Ave. Fresno CA 93721 • (559) 538-9346
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 807 N Union street Wilmington, DE 19805 • (302) 688-9307
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • DECATUR • 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave.Scottdale, GA 30079 • (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH • 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 • (912) 446-4914
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 • (754) 212-7878
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (689) 233-2409
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, Upper level (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 • (769) 218-9472
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, NV 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 3510 W 41st. St. Cleveland, OH 44109 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • (267)469-2594
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
GREENVILLE • 1601 Rutheford St. South Carolina 29609  •(864) 551-8651
UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 200 E Belt Blvd., Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 914-6086
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |
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CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA
 

• COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
 BROADWAY • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019

LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave 
 

Long Beach, CA 90813 • (572) 955-8895
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 538-9346
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 688-9307
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave.Scottdale, GA 30079 • (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH • 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 • (912) 446-4914
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA

 
• FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609

MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI •

 
12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036

POMPANO BEACH •
 

1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 • (754) 212-7878
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407)

 
462-3026

WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, Upper level (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 • (769) 218-9472
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, NV 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657

UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 914-6086
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |

GREENVILLE • 1601 Rutheford St. South Carolina 29609 • (864) 551-8651 


