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ADDICTION: B REALTEE

If you or a loved one are trapped, it’s time to seek help.

46.8 million (16.7%)
Americans (aged 12
and older) battled a
substance use disorder
in the past year.

(Source: https://americanaddictioncenters.org/addiction-statistics)

“My mother passed away shortly

after | got into crystal meth.”
(Read Ashley'’s story on page 7)

Page 2 The UBB shared hundreds of Watch our series
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No problem is
an orphan
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| INTHIS EDITION |

Addictions
A sad reality in America

Many people are in denial of being ad-
dicted. They tell themselves they can quit if
they want to, choosing to see their addiction
as something they enjoy doing or as something
normal. They are convinced everything is un-
der control, and so they never claim that they
are addicted or even that they need help. But
the reality is they are in denial.

According to the National Institution of
Health, human beings have a defense mech-
anism that sometimes causes us to subcon-
sciously reject aspects of reality that make us
feel uncomfortable. But if one really wants to
see the truth, this cannot stop them from see-
ing it! We have to look at our lives.

This rather 'enjoyable habit' controls
their decision and destroys their lives and fam-
ily. But as long as an individual is not will-
ing to admit that they have an addiction and
need help, they will never be able to break free
from it. Maybe this individual has been you
or maybe someone you know. Perhaps you
do recognize that you need help. Still, despite
everything you have tried, you can't seem to
abandon it altogether. Do not give up! Why
not give God a try? What do you have to lose?
We are here to help.

| BEATING DEPRESSION |

Depression is a sadness felt in the deep-
est part of one's soul. It causes a great sense of
hopelessness and exhaustion, such that a person
loses the motivation to do anything, and some
lose the desire to live. It is an illness of the soul.
But who can heal the soul? No other than the
Savior of Souls, the Lord Jesus, can heal a sick
soul.

On Fridays, at every Universal Church,
we have a service for Deliverance from Depres-
sion. Visit a branch near you today. Make a
Chain of Prayer by attending a prayer meeting
near you for seven consecutive weeks. You will
receive practical steps, counseling, and spiritu-
al help through prayers to beat depression once
and for all.

There are thousands of testimonials
worldwide that prove a Chain of Prayer works.
You won't regret it. You, too, CAN defeat de-
pression!

DE:FEAT

Call 1.888.332.4141
Text 1.888.312.4141
For more information
SEE PAGE 12 FOR LOCATIONS

t wasn't by chance that the Lord Jesus said: "A
tree is known by its fruit." (Matt. 12:33) He
knew what he was talking about and where He
was going.

For starters, we see that He used logic: If
this, then that. In this case, if the fruit is good,
then the tree is good, too. If the fruit is bad, then
the tree is also bad. This is logical, intelligent,
and undisputable. God calls us to such intelli-
gence. He wants us to use logic to discover the
root of our problems.

I have counseled people with various
problems for twenty-plus years in my work.
Rarely does anyone come to us knowing the root
of their problem. Usually, people want to solve
the visible problem that is causing them pain at
that time. They do not realize that every problem
has an origin, a root. They talk about wanting a
job, improving communication in their relation-
ship, breaking an addiction, and so on. These are
all "leaves" and "branches" of trees with much
deeper roots.

No problem is an orphan. That person is
out of a job for one or more factors. Poor com-
munication happens because of more significant
reasons that affect the relationship. Addiction is

Bishop Edir Macedo O

No problem is an Orphan

only a symptom, not the disease itself.

Just as no one is born without the action
of a father and a mother, no problem arises from
nothing.

Logic and intelligence. God wants us to
fight against our problems using these weapons.
Want to learn how to use them? Join us this Sun-
day in the UCKG closest to you.

"Controlled by addiction”

I also had many family I participated in the chains of
problems. We constant-
ly fought and hated each
other. My brother and I
did not get along with
| our father growing up,
significantly
me. | became short-tem-
pered. I once was impris-
oned for fighting with a tually stopped drinking alcohol
neighbor over a woman.
I spent a month in jail
and lost my job.

prayers for my deliverance from
my addictions and for God to
restore my family. I spoke to the
Pastor and told him that I was
struggling to quit my addiction.
affecting He prayed for me and advised
me to persevere in the chains of
prayers. As I persevered, I even-

altogether, and I committed my

life to God.

Presently, I am free from ad-

“l was a womanizer and an al-
coholic. I had a good job and
salary, but I did not see where
my money was going because |
spent most of my salary on al-
cohol. I could not even sleep
without drinking alcohol, and
as a result, I drank excessively
every day.

After being released, I
went looking for another
job, and it was during this time
that I came across a newspaper
from the Universal Church with
the words Stop Suffering on the
front cover. I picked it up, and
when I arrived home, I read it.
I decided to look for the church
and started attending the ser-
vices.

diction and found a good job.
Even when there are functions
at work, I don’t have the desire
or need to drink alcohol. I am
a very calm person, and I no
longer fight with people. God
restored the peace in my fami-
ly, and we are more united than
ever. I am enjoying my life in
the presence of God,” said Ron-
ald.
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“My sister was dla pnosed with a
tumor in her head.”

My sister was very sick to the point of being
hospitalized. She was diagnosed with a
tumor in her head.

)

I didn’t accept my
sister’s situation. I
exercised my faith
on her behalf as I
was already coming
to this ministry.
My sister is now
healed; she doesn’t
have the tumor
anymore. She’s very
well today.

My medical test results
were all negative.”

(

For over a year, I had been silently battling with
depression because I spent six months taking

n‘,\kr_"‘rl:;

‘.‘!’

-(;l.lli[*]t:;fem:r medical tests. I didn’t even tell my children about my health
battles, and I worried about the test results. I decided to use my faith
in God with the Blessed Water; I declared my healing in Jesus’ name.
All my results came out negative and normal, and I am no longer

depressed. .

Ms. Yvette’s sister
in hospital

2 I struggled with bleeding A

L problems and had seven

.
S 3
/.”"5, “_;s Surgerles. _ Ms. YVCttC
o fhan.
/%  1had a bleeding problem to the point where

> : I had to wear diapers. I also had thyroid
-sproblefns By using ‘the Blessed Water by faith and declaring my
healing, I saw significant changes; even the doctor was surprised her sister today,
because my health miraculously improved. Today, I am healed out of hospital
and healed
completely. — Beverly

Ms. Yvette with

%, ¥ RECEIVE THE HEALING
'R’;\t f “Healed from Arthritis” H i WATERS THIS SUNDAY

5 g R I —— at your nearest
ix years ago, I was diagnosed with arthritis. , - 2
" The )c’leoctorghad told me that I would be taking x> U nive rsal Ch Uurc h

medications for the rest of my life.
: When I came to this ministry, I started
drmklng the Blessed Water daily and using my faith. Now, I have no
* more pain or swelling in my body, and I no longer need to take
medication for arthritis. - Henry

Faith by itself if it does not have works, is dead.
James 2:14
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| LOST IT ALL BECAUSE OF ADDICTIONS

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), addiction is a chronic dis-
ease that affects a person’s brain and changes their behavior so that they act in a way
that harms them. Without a doubt, one of the first impacts is on health. However,
there are other losses for those who give in to drug use, such as family, professional,
and emotional problems. Addiction causes depression, loss of self-esteem, dignity,
principles, material losses, and, often, even life.

Addiction is not only linked to a drug or an attitude that generates pleasure for
the individual, but there is a greater force behind it, which is the ‘spirit of addiction’
that dominates the person. Therefore, there are many cases of those who even want
to stop using drugs and try on their own but are unable to do so. Others resort
to medications, treatments, and even hospitalizations but live with relapses. These
treatments detoxify the body, but the spirit of addiction acts in the mind of the per-
son with an addiction. Therefore, the solution is to extract this strength of addiction.

Healing from addiction happens through a decision to put an end to addiction
and to obey what is taught in the Word of God, which means that for a person to be
free from addiction, it is necessary to commit to the Almighty: the Lord Jesus. This

en you're hungry, you eat, and your physical needs

are satisfied. Thirst sends you searching for water to
quench it.

But what do you do when you feel empty inside, deep in your
soul? How can you fill that emptiness?

Some dive into the whirlwind of parties or are trapped by ad-
diction. Some think that having a lot of money will make them
feel better. Could having a loving family and good friends satisfy
our soul? And are things like being famous or doing well in school
enough to make us truly happy? Maybe going on a fantastic trip
is what we need to feel complete? The answer is No!

The truth is, only one can truly, deeply satisfy your soul—the
Holy Spirit. Without it, we're left with a gaping void that leads to
depression, sadness, and anxiety.

The Bible tells us, “Now may the God of hope fill you with all
joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13)

Quenching physical thirst or satisfying earthly desires may fill
a moment. Still, only the Holy Spirit can truly satisty the soul’s
hunger. Seek the Holy Spirit, and let it fill you with peace and joy.

May the God of the Bible bless you!

MON TUE WED THU FRI S

is what Mr Kerry Wright decided to do: read his story.

y name is Kerry John Wright.
I'm 53 years old. Growing
up, I liked attending par-
ties and clubs, drinking daily, and hav-
ing fun. As time passed, I got married,
and everything went well until my wife
started to change. She started going out
and getting involved with other guys. At
this time, I got too much into drinking I
would drink all day and all night. I was
so addicted to the drinking that as I got
up in the morning, the first thing I had
to do was get a drink.
Apart from the drinking, I started to
smoke. I would smoke three packs of

cigarettes a day. I stopped taking care

When I heard about the Universal

Church, I decided to come because I

needed my life to change. I could not
take the pain of the depression anymore,
and when I went to the church, no one
judged me. Despite my appearance, I
was treated like everyone else, and peo-
ple were friendly.

[ started making the chain of prayer
as advised by the pastor every Wednes-
day, Friday, and Sunday. Whatever I was
learning, I started to put it into practice.
Step by step, my life began to change.
I lost the desire to drink and smoke; I
didn’t need them anymore. I was set free

from the addictions and the depression,

2 - 2 o 2L 7 of myself, I wasn't eating right, I wasnt and today, my life is completely trans-
Mntthe‘w/ Matthe:; Matthew Malthe:*; sleeping, and I started to lose a lot of formed. Some people who knew me be-
1 2 3 4
5 _6 7 8 0 10 i weight. I had a lot of good things, like fore seeing the change in my life cannot
M“';h"-‘“;_ M‘“g‘"\‘; Ma’;hej Matthew M“‘g’e\“’/ Maitge$ mff‘3 jewelry, but I lost it all. I even had gold believe that I am the same person, but it
12 13 14 15| 16 17 18 teeth, and because of the problems that is; God gave me a new life by His grace,
Mait;m\\} Mait?]‘:e\w/ a14 “:'r 15?} 16 3':. BT ef; ' ﬁm} I was facing and the depression, I started and it’s lovely to be blessed like that. I
7 I = - - pulling out my teeth undil I pulled outall am inviting all those suffering to come
atthew | Matthew |Matthew | Matthew | Matthew | Matthew | Matthew
Vv 20v| 2l 2v 2Bv| M 2B of them. It hurt so bad, but I still did it. I ~ and start a chain of prayer for the trans-
26| 27| 28| 29| 30 3
Matthew | Matthew | Matthew | Titus Titas Titus lost all my teeth; I pulled them from the formation of your life and see how God
i ot o - roots and looked like an older man. That ~will change your life.
<o

was how bad my situation was.



N FAITH IN ACTION

What's happening at
the Universal Church

"| wanted to quit, but | couldn't find the
strength to."

Jonathan had an addiction to mar-
jjuana, cocaine, mushrooms, pills,
and alcohol for over 17 years. Still,
He was able to break free through
faith and with the help of God.

“My life in addictions began at an
early age. My mom worked all day,
so I was left alone and would walk
in the streets from a very young age.
There, I found terrible friends, and
they introduced me to drugs. Initial-
ly, I began using drugs just for fun.
Over time, it became an addiction
that lasted from the age of thirteen
to thirty or so.

First, I tried smoking; then I started
drinking alcohol an(% using marijua-
na, then cocaine, pills, and magic
mushrooms. By the time I realized
it, I was already deeply immersed in
that world. I wanted to quit, but I
couldn’t find the strength to.

I never had enough money because
I used the majority of the money I
earned working on expensive drugs.
While I was at work, all I was think-
ing about was what I was going to
get high on at night. I tried to stop,
but I couldnt. I'd stop for a day or
two and fall right into it again. My
partner and I were constantly fight-

ing because of my addictions. Most
of the time, I was out of my mind
because of the effects of the drugs.

But thanks to the invitation I re-
ceived, I began to participate in the
services at the Universal Church.
It was there that I realized that my
problem was spiritual. So, I started
using my faith and persevering ev-
ery week. I asked God to give me
the willpower I was missing, and He

helped me.

If it weren’t for Him, I probably
wouldn’t be alive today because I
had started selling drugs, and prob-
lems arose. The situation was getting
more and more complicated. Some-
times, | had to hide for my safety be-
cause people were looking for me to
harm me.

But today, I am a living testimony
of what God
can do. I am
free from the
addictions.
Thanks  to
God, I have a
restored and
blessed fam-
ily, a three-
year-old
daughter and
a son on the
way.”

- Johnathan

Before

If you identify with these stories, God
is speaking to you. It's time to start
over. It doesn't matter what happened
in the past, what you went through,

what you did, or how long you were
away from God. You can write a new
story just like they have. Visit a Univer-
sal Church near you today.

"When | was twelve, | had my first
bmge drink.”

"Before I got to know the Universal
Church, I was addicted to marijua-
na, alcohol, and prostitution. It all
started when I was twelve. At that
age, I had my first binge drink. I
rebelled and began fighting with
my parents. I wanted to make my
own life, and it got to the point that
I decided to leave home when I was
very young.

That's when I met my baby's fa-
ther and 'fell in love." He had an
addiction to alcohol, cocaine, and
marijuana. I felt like I had gotten
into a cesspool that I couldn't get
out of. It was a horrible period as
he would abuse me verbally and
physically.

I got pregnant and had my baby,
and the abuse continued. When he
left, I was left all alone. As my baby
grew older, I got involved with the
drugs once again. I would stay out
late at night, hang out with guys,
drink, smoke marijuana, and use
cocaine.

When I found out my new partner
was cheating on me, I fell into a de-
pressive pit. At that time, my son
was already three years old, and we
were fighting before him. I decided

to separate and go live on my own.
I was looking for peace, but things
only got worse because I started
drinking, doing drugs, and prosti-
tuting myself more.

Ilived like this until I met the father
of my girls. Still, I didn't want to be
in a relationship again because I
had terrible experiences in my love
life. When I got pregnant again, it
curbed my consumption of drugs a
bit. But I didn't want the pregnan-
cy because my finances were in bad
shape. I didn't have a roof over my
head at the time, and I had lost ev-
erything because what I earned, I
squandered on drugs and alcohol;
I couldn't even pay the rent.

We decided to have an abortion
three months later. I went in for
an ultrasound, and the baby was
already whole in my womb. So,
we decided to start a relationship.
However, there was jealousy and
distrust in our relationship.
Sometime later, he was invited to
the Universal Church and began
attending. I started going with
him and experienced a significant
change in my life. Thanks to God,
today, we were both freed from ad-
dictions. We got married, our love
life is blessed, our finances have
improved, and we have our place to
live and two daughters. We are also
filled with the Holy Spirit. Without
Him, we -
are  noth-
ing. Thanks
to God,
our life has
been trans-
formed."

- Marisol

"] was raised in a family of six. My fa—
ther passed, and my unemployed mother
struggled to put food on the table. In an
attempt to forget the problems at home, I
started drinking alcohol with my friends. I
drank every weekend and became addict-

ed.

A chance to start over

It negatively affected my relationship with
my family. I fought a lot with my older
siblings. I did not want to listen to any-
one. [ started performing poorly at school
because I was not able to concentrate.

My mother started attending services in
the Universal Church, and she used to
invite me to come, but I would refuse.
She came home one day with one of the
church newspapers, and I decided to read
it. I found a testimony of someone who
overcame the same problem that I was
going through, prompting me to attend
church. I participated in the services every

day after school.

In a service one day, the Pastor spoke
about abandoning our sins. He also told
us that when people receive the Holy Spir-
it, they receive peace and happiness, which
I yearned for. So, I decided to quit drink-
ing and get baptized in water because I
wanted to seal my decision to abandon my

bad habits.

I attended a night vigil in the church, and
during the prayer, I asked God to forgive
me for everything I had done wrong. I
sought His presence with all my strength

because I understood that I could no lon-
ger live without Him. From that day on-
wards, my mindset and attitude changed;
I received the Holy Spirit.

Today, I am no longer addicted to alco-
hol, and I have a good relationship with
my family. We are no longer struggling fi-
nancially at home; I started my own busi-
ness in the beauty industry. I also recently
got married to a __
wonderful man. *
Prioritizing the .
Holy Spirit was " #
the best decision
I made,"
Bulelwa.

Ag

said |
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SUCCEED IN LIFE CENTER

Addiction has a destructive power
in a person's life. Regardless
of the substance used, drugs
cause severe consequences for
both the user and those close to
them. Many parents have already
run after, day and night, even
without financial or even health
conditions, looking for their
children or seeking treatment.
And when they found it, they
welcomed their addicted son back
into the house after unsuccessful
treatment.

When an individual uses a
chemical substance, it harms
his body. there is
another issue behind addiction,
which is the spiritual factor.
Addiction leads a person to
change their behavior, leaving
their responsibilities aside, losing
their sanity and, thus, their
own identity. Therefore, mental
and spiritual detoxification is
more important than physical
detoxification.

However,

Family disruption, the influence
of friendships, and personal
conflicts are some of the various
factors that can induce a person
to consume drugs. The impacts
generated by drug use affect not
only the user but also their family.

.

i

| WAS ADDICTED
FOR 20 YEARS

used to be addicted
Ito weed, cigarettes,

and gambling. I also
had eight strokes. I started
smoking cigarettes when
I was 17. I smoked them
for over 20 years. I started
smoking weed when I was
21. I tried it with vaping,
too, because that ended
up becoming an addiction
and a hobby. I was making
my own vape coils. I used to
go gambling with my mom.
We used to go multiple
times a month. We really
couldn't afford it, but we
still did it anyway because
we were addicted to it. And
sometimes we would win,
sometimes ~ we
didn't.
I had
strokes  when
I was younger,
and I had no
symptoms  of
the strokes. And
I didn't know
until I had the
last two. The last
two were pretty

significant. They weren't
small strokes, but the
previous two were back in
my motor function area,
in the back of my head. I
woke up one morning, and
I couldn't walk. I didn't
know what was happening.
So, I used a walker for
about ten months. And
my memory was messed
up for more than a year. I
would say about a year and
a half. I had a photographic
memory. | remember things
that other people wouldn't
remember. And then it
got to the point when I
had the strokes. I couldn't
even remember my favorite

| used a walker for about
ten months. And my

memory was messed up
for more than a year.

| would say about a year

and a half.

“ADDICTION:
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actors' names. And I had

to remember a lot of recipes.
I had to remember what to
order. I forgot all that stuff.
I couldn't work anymore at
the time. I was still smoking
weed and vaping. I had
stopped the cigarettes when
I was vaping.

My mother used to watch
the  Universal ~ Church
programs on TV. She
started going to the church.
And I started going with
her. I went every Friday and
every Sunday. I participated
in the strong prayers and
gained more understanding
about everything. The one
thing I think about the most
is not getting caught in your
drunkenness. I also thought
about it: I wasn't born with
weed or cigarettes, and I

didn't need it. It was taken
away. It was a miracle.

I received the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit fills the
void. And I don't feel empty.
I don't feel like I need to do
any weed or cigarettes. It's
gone. I don't get depressed
anymore. I just think about,
well, that won't last forever
at all. That expires, and that
goes away.

If you have something
you can't handle, hand
it over to God because
he can help you. He can
anything you
don't want and replace it
with the Holy Spirit. But
you have to be willing to
do what you need to do. -
Raymond

remove
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MY FAMILY AND THE
PEOPLE AROUND ME

y best friend's older brother was
in the gang. So, my friend got
into it, and I started following

in their footsteps. Because they showed me
love, they took care of me. My friends took
care of me when my parents didn't. When
I got into crystal meth, that was when my
mother passed away.

I remember going home, lying down, and
crying on my pillow because I had so much
hate and resentment, and I didn't get to tell
her I was sorry. All I wanted to do was tell
her that I loved her and just wanted to be
there for her, even though she couldn't be
there for me when I was little; however, 1
didn't get that chance.

So that tore me up inside. I remember
leaving the house, and I started to sell drugs.
It was just like nature. It was easy money. It
was fast. It was fun. It was exciting. It was
new.

I found a house and made arrangements
with the dealer who owned it
repairing it, and then my cousin introduced
me to Anthony. We were both broken. And
I just started to develop feelings for him.
They expected things to get better once they
found each other. But in reality, nothing
changed. They would do all of the things
they used to do. The only difference was
now they would do it together.

I was

I didn't realize how the addiction was
affecting my children. I didn't realize how
it was affecting the people around me.
I didn't care, honestly. If nobody could
contribute to me getting high, they weren't
worth my time. I was so full of myself. So
I shared with my
aunt what was
going on and the
experiences that |
was having, and
she immediately
told me, I know
where you should
go. You can get
the help that you
need.

And so when she
mentioned the
Universal Church
and invited me
to take me there,
I went with her.

I remember pacing back and forth before
[ got the courage to enter the church.
And when I did, I said, I won't do this.
My body felt hot. I felt nauseous. I felt
like T couldn't be there. When I turned
to walk out, a pastor's wife saw me, and
she stopped me and asked me if I needed
prayer or anything. And she looked at me
as a person. Nobody's looked at me like
that in a very long time. When I explained,
she offered to help. The pastor challenged
me to go with all my strength. I was going
to apply everything that I had learned in
the church, and I was going to be there
willing to receive it. I was going to apply it
to my life.

I went with all my strength and did what
[ was told and instructed. I applied it.
In about two weeks, God had delivered
me from the addiction, and I had no
withdrawal.

Ashley's life was slowly getting better.
However, she did not want to leave
Anthony behind. So she decided to take a
chance and asked him to go with her to the

Universal Church.

Using their faith, Anthony and Ashley
turned their lives around. Today, they can
give their testimony so that their words
may reach someone in a similar situation.

Today, I'm blessed. My children are all
with me. I have a good relationship with
all of my family members. My husband
has given his life to the Lord and is here
to fight everything by my side. - Ashley
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CHAIN [ PRAYER
IT WORKS!

A Chain of Prayer is when you attend a
prayer meeting for a certain number of
weeks without interruption in order to see
a breakthrough in your life. Whether it is
healing, a financial breakthrough or
spiritual deliverance that you need, a
Chain of Prayer helps you develop the
faith and determination to overcome.

Monday - Strong Nation
7am, 10am, 4pm & 7pm

Learn the secrets to overcome financially. Receive
direction to grow and become a successful person.

Receive prayers for your physical, mental
and spiritual well-being.

A meeting will be held for those who want to invest in a
genuine relationship with God.

1 T
: Thursday - Family & Love Therapy
J 7am, 10am, 4pm & 7pm

The goal of the family meeting is to bring families together.
No family is perfect, but they can be free from any hate,
separation and other underlying issues.

Friday - Deliverance _
7am, 10am, 4pm & 7pm

There is a root to every problem. No issue can be dealt with
permanently without removing its root. Every Friday,
strong prayers is provided for anyone who is facing a

problem that is influenced by negativity.

Tuesday - Prayer for healing
7am, 10am, 4pm & 7pm

Wednesday - Night of Salvation

7am, 10am, 4pm & 7pm

Saturday - Impossible Cases

8am & 12pm

Have you ever looked at a problem or situation and
thought, ‘this is impossible, there is no solution to this?' If
you want to see the ‘impossible become possible’, join us

every Saturday.

Sunday - Gathering of Faith & Miracles —~«¢".
7am, 10am, 3pm & 6pm ) e

These meetings aim to help people connect with God, to
empower people and teach them how to use their faith to
achieve what they want in their lives.

e
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UNIVERSAL BEYOND BARS

Riverside’s

n Friday, May 17th, the UBB made a
profound difference with its visit to the

Riverside Unit, conducting a Hygiene
Distribution.

The atmosphere was brimming with joy and
anticipation as these women eagerly waited for the
hygiene kits meticulously prepared by the UBB
team. The Pastors and volunteers of the UBB were
equally pleased to be able to distribute these kits,
fostering a strong sense of community and support.

Each hygiene kit was carefully assembled,
containing regular-sized shampoo/conditioner,
two bars of soap, two toothpastes, and deodorants.
These kits were not just a collection of items but
a thoughtful response to the unique needs of

marginalized individuals.

You are Not Alone!

Hygiene Distribution

As Jesus said, ‘whatsoever we do to the least of His
people we do unto Him, ‘and it is these individuals,
often despised by society, that the UBB is dedicated

to serving.

The “least” are the despised, in whatever form. It is
a priority for each one to know they are not alone;
the inmates have not been forgotten.

The “least” are the despised, in whatever form. It is
a priority for each one to know they are not alone;
the inmates have not been forgotten. The UBB
understands the daily difficulties they face through
conversations we have with them. The least we can
give occasionally are these donated hygiene kits.
What is the greatest thing you can give to them?

It’s the Word, the Word is God, and God leads to
salvation. The main objective of the UBB is not to
satisfy the physical necessities but to have each of
them encounter God.

Why is that? Soon, these hygiene kits will be
finished, and the products they receive will only last
some time. Still, when a person has a relationship
with God, this is for eternity, and no one can take
that away from them.

[ i

-

“I cry out to God; yes, | shout. Oh, that God would listen to me! When | was in deep
trouble, | searched for the Lord.” Psalms 77:1-2

The story in the Bible of the Rich Young Ruler
proves that a person can have everything and still

have nothing. The rich young ruler went before

L Bible.

\

Jesus, asking, “What

can I do to inherit the kingdom of Heaven?”
Jesus told him the commandments to follow; he
responded, “I have kept these things since my
youth.”

Then Jesus told him you lack one thing; sell all
your possessions and follow me, and he left sad.
What does this mean?

If a person does not know who Jesus is, they may
live a “fulfilled” life because of their possession.
Still, without the presence of the Holy Spirit, they
will always be sorrowful like this young man in the

sure, but we
ing, to have

' -
; g -'% ‘
The Hygiene kit gmnot
want each of them, more 1 an
the real treasure: salvation.

Speak out, | am all ears! If you want to be added to my E-Message list, send me a letter
with the correct info to: 7075 SW. Fwy. Houston, TX 77074.

Include: Name/ID #, Facility, Complete Address, City/State, and the Zip code.
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A% Worning: This will shock you,

Addiction?

at goes through the mind of a person
with an addiction? What stimulates
this destructive impulse to use drugs,

even when it’s against the person’s will? Many
are constantly taking medication to live with a
suppressed addiction

For years, they've

undergone
treatments and
walked in and out of
rehab. But even with
so much effort, to
the dismay of those
who love them, they
end up relapsing

sooner or later.

There comes a time when even their loved ones
no longer believe in their recovery. Their families
consider them liars, deceivers, schemers, etc.

The person with an addiction makes sincere
promises. Still, they do not have the physical
strength to overcome the urges, which is why
medicine considers this an incurable, progressive,
and fatal disease.

Studies have shown that some rehab programs in
countries such as England give daily doses of heroin
to people with an addiction who are terminally ill.
This treatment keeps them off the streets but doesn’t
cure them. Therefore, they are just digging one hole
to fill another, which worsens over time.

It is known that a constant thought controls the
mind of a person with an addiction, “Just one more
time, just a little more, then you'll stop.” Many
people judge people with an addiction because they
promise to stop and that they’ll strive to prevent it.
Still, they end up worse than how they began.

What is the cure? How can a person be free from
this evil cycle? How is it that although many are
oppressed by addiction, many are free from it?

This healing takes place without medication,
hospitalization, or relapse. This result occurs when
one understands that the root of addiction is
spiritual and affects a person’s mind and life. Once
the root is destroyed, the person finds the strength
to overcome. For this reason, they've proven effective

and helped millions of people.
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STAY ENCOURAGED WITH DAILY PROGRAMS

Kings will tell the story of the nation of
Israel from the moment the last judge,
Prophet Samuel, is used by God to
guide His people up to the pitiful fall of
Jerusalem caused by the armies of
Babylon. We will share in the pains,

joys, and stories of the significant first
kings of Israel as they lead the nation.

WAYS TO WATCH ULFN:

QLE

NEW YORK, CHANNEL 42.2
HOUSTON TX, CHANNEL 28.1
DALLAS TX, CHANNEL 28.1
CHICAGO IL, CHANNEL 24.2
ATLANTA GA, CHANNEL 16.1
MILWAUKEE WI, CHANNEL 38.3
LAS VEGAS NV, CHANNEL 19.2 SHOWDOWN OF FAITH I 7am

NEW ORLEANS LA, CHANNEL 22.2

ORLANDO FL, CHANNEL 50.1 with Bishop Joshua

CLEVELAND OH, CHANNEL 28.1
SOUTH FLORIDA, CHANNEL 18.1

CHARLOTTE NC, CHANNEL 21.2 ULFN NEWS | 8am

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK CHANNEL 42.1
MONTGOMERY, AL CHANNEL 17.4

ROKU | ROKU TV / PLAYER

Add ULFN to your list of channels.

OVERCOMING DEPRESSION

2pm with Pastor Edwin
I
FIGHTING THE UNSEEN ENEMY

iPhone/iPad users: Download . - .
Fromithe App Store 4pm with Bishop David

Android users: Download from

Google Play MOSES & THE TEN

e COMMANDMENTS | 7pm
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rae-R - =

ULFN PROGRAMS SCHEDULE (ET)

THE AM SHOW | 9am

AT THE EDGE OF DEATH | 12pm

BREAKING THE SILENCE | 3pm

KINGS THE SERIES | 9pm

Access our website: LET THERE BE LIGHT | 12am

watch.ulfn.or

F‘ %;ngle Play
40

# Download on the

UNIVERSAL @& AppStore

ONLINE RADIO

(universal online radio Q) (living faith network Q)

Visit our website: ulfn.org + Follow us online: @UniLivingFaith o o
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Do you know the key to
achieving your dreams?

Smart Savings 3
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elipe Kasabian tells how he fulfilled a dream he
had when he was a child. Since he was little,
Felipe, now 29 years old and a businessman, has
had a big dream: to have his own business.
Despite his young age, he already desired to be a

current economic situation. “Thank God today we
are in the real estate development and construction
business with residential and commercial projects.
When [ opened the company, my office was in a
room in the house. Today, we operate in multiple

from Regions Bank

Little Ways to Save Big

Save by being smart about ho

great businessman. states. My goal is to consolidate it in the national 3
» Pack

market,” he concludes. your lunch
“I had my first and only job at a bank when I was 16. In high
school, I remember that while everyone was looking for the The Strf)ng Nfltion brings toget}}er thogsands of N Brew your Cordsin
best placement in the entrance exam to get a good job, I people like Felipe and you who will not give up on il coffee athome @ energy-efficient
researched what to do and invest in. I’ve always had this inside their dreams until they achieve them. - . ?ﬁ?ﬁ; —_—
me, perhaps because I saw my parents struggle and wanted to During the lectures, participants learn how to build — \“I"
‘prove’ something to myself. I wanted to escape that situation and achieve their professional ambitions and | “saycation” Replace (
and give my family and loved ones freedom,” says Felipe. discover talents they never imagined they had. conventional T
At 17, he decided what he would do to start his company. Do you want to learn how to face the difficuldies of St llrgclg:ntl::{ﬁ?)ient
“The idea came from wanting freedom. I never wanted to the job market and become a successful person? So, {_g'ar"déh with LED anes %"

don’t miss The Strong Nation, which takes place on

Mondays at The Universal Church.

limit myself professionally and wanted to make it happen.
Therefore, I chose the real estate sector due to its high
profitability. T invested in civil construction because I am

passionate about the area and want to make people’s
dreams come true,” he says.

At the same time, Felipe saved all the money he had
saved from the salary he received and decided to take
a chance. “I had $15,000 to start. I opened the
company and started my search for investors,” he says.
After two years of struggle and perseverance, he
signed his first contract. “I received about $500,000
in capital. It was a defining moment in my career. It
was very new, and it was a big deal. At that moment,
I knew I was on the right path, and I stepped on the
accelerator.” he notes.

20%

discretionary spending  financial goa

Shop to Save

Grow yoar savings, evan when you're sperding
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In these almost four years with the company, Felipe
observes that he does not owe his success only to

ke exra to freeze for enother ime

himself and his efforts. “My faith is the driving force Q. .;? 1

behind all of this. I wouldn’t have gotten where I am
without learning to use faith as I learned at “The
Strong Nation.” An entrepreneur’s daily struggles and
challenges require an aggressive and strong mentality.
Without this faith, I would not have believed that I
could achieve what I did. The Strong Nation has
helped me with that. Thac’s where I receive direction,
based on God’s Word, to achieve my goal,” he reveals.

Step Your Way to Savings

Give @ mverse Swoek ladder savings prana try
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This dose of motivation and direction that he receives
through lectures, combined with dedication and
professionalism, has made Felipe’s company
recognized in the market, even with the country’s

BECOME A SPONSOR
OF THIS MINIS]

TOTAL SAVED IN ONE YEAR: $1,378

—The Strong Nation—

Join us at your local Universal Church to learn how you
can overcome your financial problems through faith.

MONDAYS | 7Zam, 10am, 4

m and 7pm

JEPEMNDIMNC ATION

“of this ministry by sowing your your seed and
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NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN * 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALBANY e 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206

BEDFORD » 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226 ¢ (347) 756-8339
BRONX » 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456

BRONX » 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10467

CANARSIE ° 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236

EAST BEDSTUY * 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233

EAST FLATBUSH » 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203

HARLEM e 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035

HEMPSTEAD e 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550

JAMAICA QUEENS e 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433
MOUNT VERNON e 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)

0ZONE PARK » 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, 0ZONE PARK, NY 11420

ST. ALBANS e 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON ¢ 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074

ARLINGTON e 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 e (682) 230-3592
DALLAS e 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 ¢ (469) 427-6586

WEST DALLAS e 3024 Conklin St., Dallas TX 75212 ¢ (682) 337-1585

NORTH HOUSTON ¢ 16800 Imperial Valley Dr, Houston, TX 77060 e (832) 304-0534
KATY ¢ 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 e (281) 899-8744

SAN ANTONIO » 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 e (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK ¢ 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 e (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON e 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX 77092

More Locations

ALABAMA - 2045 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL 36107 * (334) 840-4656
CONNECTICUT - 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 * (203) 371-6300
CANADA - 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 e 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA « COMPTON » 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 e (855) 332-1900
BROADWAY e 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 ¢ (323) 975-1019

LONG BEACH e 1235 Pacific Ave Long Beach, CA 90813

EAGLE ROCK ¢ 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065 ¢ (213) 718-4657

FRESNO e 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 ¢ (559) 538-9346

SAN BERNADINO e 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411

DELAWARE - 807 N Union street Wilmington, DE 19805 e (302) 688-9307

ILLINOIS - 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 * (773) 820 8699

GEORGIA « DECATUR * 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave.Scottdale, GA 30079 ¢ (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH e 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 ¢ (912) 446-4914

LOUISIANA « NEW ORLEANS * 138 N Broad St, LA 70119  (504) 484-9503

FLORIDA - FT LAUDERDALE * 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 « (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 ¢ (305) 834-8675

NORTH MIAMI « 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 ¢ (305) 469-8036

POMPANO BEACH » 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 ¢ (754) 212-7878
ORLANDO e 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 » (689) 233-2409

WEST PALM BEACH ¢ 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 ¢ (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE » 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 ¢ (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND - SILVER SPRING » 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, Upper level (elevator
access) MD 20910 ¢ (301)-463-7080

BALTIMORE ¢ 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 e (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS - 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 e (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN - 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, M 48204 e (313) 444-6922

MISSISSIPPI 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 « (769) 218-9472
NEVADA . 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, NV 89119  (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE - 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 ¢ (615) 457-0527

NEW JERSEY « NEWARK ¢ 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114  (973) 643-5126
ORANGE e 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 ¢(973) 675-4253

NORTH CAROLINA - 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 « (980) 875-9783

OHIO « 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 ¢ (440) 462-9595

OKLAHOMA - 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 * (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA - 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 e (267) 469-2594
SOUTH CAROLINA ¢ 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 * (803) 238 6657
GREENVILLE » 1601 Rutheford St. South Carolina 29609 (864) 551-8651

UTAH « 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT 84119  Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA ¢ 200 E Belt Blvd., Richmond, VA 23224 « (804) 430-9500

WASHINGTON DC - 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC e (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN - 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 © (414) 914-6086

HAWAII - 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, Hl 96797 e (808) 451-9090

v " StO}’ S uffering ‘ Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text. Let us chat. We want to help. 1-888-312-4141




