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God is not a magician. Yet, most Christians insist 
on thinking, believing, and expecting Him to 
transform their lives overnight magically.

Usually, they expect to do the minimum amount of effort 
in exchange for all of God’s blessings. They can maintain 
this illusion for some time, but they become discouraged 
when the results are not as expected. Hence, many so-
called Christians have fallen away, disappointed with God.

Few understand that for a miracle to happen, a joint pro-
cess must occur between the Creator and the creation. 
None of the miracles written in the Bible happened solely 
because of God’s doing. If we look carefully, we can see 
that each miracle had the participation of man and God.

For example, for Noah and his family to be saved from 
the flood, he had to obey God’s command and build the 
ark. The same happened with Abraham. To be the father 
of a great nation, he had first to sacrifice his will and obey 
God’s Word by leaving his land, the home of his parents, 
and his relatives.

For the Lord Jesus to heal the blind man, he had to cry out 
to Him. Before Lazarus could be resurrected, the disciples 
had to remove the stone from the tomb. Now, we can 
conclude, without a doubt, that the miracle we hope to 
receive in our lives depends on our action of faith in God.

If you are tired of suffering and want to change your life 
around, then you must call out to God. This change is 
only possible if you act by faith. That is, completely sur-
render your life by faith to the Lord Jesus.

New life won’t spring forth 
until your life is totally sur-
rendered on the altar. It’s im-
possible to have a new life and 
try to maintain the old one si-
multaneously. Hence, there is 
an urgent need for a sacrifice 

of faith. Like the Lord said: “Turn to Me with all your 
heart …” (Joel 2:12).

The miracle of the new birth or new life takes place in 
two stages:

First: humankind’s attitude toward God – No one can be 
born of God without first turning from or abandoning 
their sins. Conversion requires a change in behavior to-
wards Him. Lying, stealing, adultery, prostitution, and all 
the works of the flesh must be abandoned. Galatians 5:19. 
That is true conversion.

Second: God’s attitude toward man – When the Holy 
Spirit sees your effort in trying to replace your will with 
the will of God, He comes down upon you and trans-
forms your life, thus concluding His participation in the 
miracle of the new birth.

Whatever the miracle, the process remains the same. First, 
the creation must take action towards the Creator; then, 
the Creator acts accordingly towards His creation. As you 
can see, this process has no magic; on the contrary, it re-
sults from a personal relationship between humankind 
and God. May God bless you abundantly.

Sebastián was the owner of four suc-
cessful businesses, but his addictions 
were his downfall, which cost him 
everything. All that he earned from 
his company, he spent on his addic-
tions.
 
"I used cocaine, marijuana, pills, al-
cohol, and smoked cigarettes. All the 
money I earned I used to support 
my addictions, and as a result, I lost 
my family and four businesses. I be-
gan living under stress and lost even 
the will to live. All I could think 
about was drugs, and I was an addict 
for more than �fteen years, three of 
which I was homeless."

He also had spiritual problems: 
"I couldn't sleep; I had insomnia, 
nightmares, and I heard voices. 
Since I couldn't sleep, I started us-
ing drugs every day. I weighed 44 
pounds because I didn't eat.

"�ere are two situations that cause 
people to immerse themselves in ad-
dictions: 1) �ey have problems, 2) 
Because they like it. I liked it, so I 
didn't see drugs as a problem in the 
beginning. But when I realized I 
wasn't going to be able to stop us-
ing, I had the �rst of four suicide 
attempts. After that, I started going 
out at night. I would steal to pay for 
my habit because my companies no 
longer had money."

"When I �rst arrived at the church, 
I had no shoes; I was dirty and hun-
gry. I listened to what was being said 
and understood that my problem 
was spiritual and that I had to �ght 

with spiritual weapons. I considered 
every word, began to put them into 
practice, and used my faith. Today, 
I am free from the addictions, and 
I am very happy. I now have an air 
conditioning restoration compa-
ny and am working on a project to 
build apartments. I decided to win 
and thank God for everything that 
hadn't worked out for me before. 
Today, I am prosperous. I have a 
new life because, through God and 
the power of faith, addictions can be 
cured."
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"I lost my family and my four 
businesses."

Family: 
the structure of society
 �e Family unit plays a vital role in shap-
ing our society. It serves as a building block to 
provide structure and stability. Strong family 
units contribute to a stable social foundation, 
which is essential for a community's overall 
functioning and cohesiveness. 

 Family values were of utmost importance 
in the past, re�ecting the family as a unit. Over 
the years, values such as family time, respect, 
loyalty, honesty, faith, love, responsibility, etc., 
have slowly been thrown out the window and 
seen with little importance. As a result of being 
without these values, many families today lack 
structure and have become dysfunctional. 

 Modern habits have also contributed to 
the dysfunction of families today and have taken 
attention away from healthy relationships with-
in the home, such as excessive cell phone/inter-
net use and excessive working. However, other 
factors also put a strain on family units, such as 
addictions, betrayal, miscommunication, �nan-
cial hardship, depression, etc. �is harsh reality 
has caused many homes pain, frustration, and 
anguish. No one desires a broken family struc-
ture or asks for bad things to happen, but you 
can �ght back what has harmed your family 
unit. Continue reading and learn how to build a 
better family structure and regain what has been 
lost. Happy reading!

BEATING DEPRESSION

 Depression is a sadness felt in the deep-
est part of one's soul. It causes a sense of hope-
lessness and exhaustion so great that a person 
loses the motivation to do anything, and some 
lose the desire to live at all. It is an illness of the 
soul. But who can heal the soul? No other than 
the Savior of Souls, the Lord Jesus, can heal a 
soul that is sick. 
 On Fridays, at every Universal Church, 
we have a service for Deliverance from Depres-
sion. Visit a branch near you today. Make a 
Chain of Prayer by attending a prayer meeting 
near you for seven consecutive weeks. You will 
receive practical steps, counseling, and spiritual 
help through prayers to beat depression once 
and for all. 
 �ere are thousands of testimonials 
worldwide that prove a Chain of Prayer works. 
You won’t regret it. You, too, CAN defeat de-
pression!
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In 2021, my life took an unexpected 
turn; at this challenging time, I made a 
crucial decision to unite medicine with 

my faith. 

I was barely able to put my foot on the I was barely able to put my foot on the 
ground and ended up being diagnosed 
with a varicose ulcer. I was at risk of 

having my leg amputated.

I spent 20 years of my life being 
addicted to marijuana. It led to 

me having problems in my family, 
and I struggled to sleep at night. 

BBy drinking the Blessed Water by 
faith, I overcame the addiction to 
marijuana, and I  nally stopped 
smoking. Now, my family and I 
are blessed. -Kera Washington 

ere was a problem in my 
esophagus; I was feeling 

a burning in my stomach, and after the 
endoscopy, the doctors found a hernia. I 
also had ulcers. I drank the Blessed Water 
for my healing. When I went to the doctor 
for a colonoscopy, the doctor said my 
esophagus was clean and healed after 

seeing the results! -Estella

I was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis 
and breast cancer. I was taking 

medications, and I was also doing 
chemotherapy, which resulted in me 

losing my hair. 
After drinking the After drinking the Blessed Water, the 
doctor was preparing to send me for 
surgery, and he saw on my test results 
that the cancer had disappeared. e 
doctor said it was a miracle, and I was 

completely healed.-Carol

blessed water32
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When someone’s fight is pointless, it’s called ‘beating the wind.’ Who 
can beat the wind? No one. We cannot see or touch the wind, so it is a 
futile fight; it will bring no results and change nothing. That is how many 
have been reacting in the battle for a change in their family.

The Word of God teaches us a very wise lesson: 
“And if a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.” 

Mark 3:25 
Perhaps this word speaks to you because you can see the signs. You 

have been trying to hold your divided house together, but it has been 
falling apart. 

 ⁃ No one speaks to each other 
 ⁃ Your children have rebelled against you 
 ⁃ Your marriage has been struck by infidelity 
 ⁃ Your happy home has become a nightmare 
Your home may be divided, but the solution will not come from being 

angry at those in your home; you should direct your anger toward the 
actual problem. Fight against the problem with faith. It only takes one 
person to fight in prayer for change to occur in your family; if you are 
tired of family problems, then I am sure God has chosen you to be that 
one. Stop beating the air and use your faith to solve the real problem. 
God is with you. 

May the God of the Bible bless you!

I grew up in the church following my 
mother, but after some time, in my 
teenage years, I decided to leave the 

church and experience life outside; I told 
my mother that she could not tell me what 
to do. I started to go out and met a guy who 
I got involved in. When I got into this rela-
tionship, my life began to go down because 
everything I did was to try to get his love. 
He told me that if I wanted to impress him, 
I had to go out with other men to gain expe-
rience. Because I wanted his love so much, 
I would do what he told me to do and then 
return to him. Doing this made me feel so frustrated that I started doing things I 
never thought I could do to get his attention, but still, nothing I did was enough; 
I still was not happy, and I could not even recognize myself anymore.

I started dressing in a way to show my body and get the attention of men; I even 
got into a relationship with a woman to please my boyfriend. After some time, he 
told me that if I loved him, I had to get drugs for him. Even though I wouldn’t 
say I liked the idea, I did it anyway, thinking this would make him love me. Still, I 
wasn’t happy in my relationship and had no peace. I was on a path to success in my 
education. Still, this relationship started to distract me because everything I could 
think of was to please him, so I decided to take a break from school. It was like all 
my efforts were only concentrated on my love life, to find love in this guy. With 

time, as I got my kids, I told myself that I should 
continue on this path and get his love.

The relationship with my parents started to 
get sour; my mother did not give up on me; 
she kept praying for me and invited me back to 
church, but I told her that I did not have time 
for God and that I didn’t trust God anymore. I 
started blaming God for my suffering; why did 
He allow me to turn out this way when I grew up 
in the church? Today, I realize that even though 
I grew up hearing the Word of God, I did not 
know Him personally, so I left the church and 
did what I did. God was al-
ways there for me. He never 

left me, but I wanted things my way; I didn’t want to listen to 
Him and faced the consequences of my choices.

I tried so much to get back on track and pick up the pieces 
to have my life back, but the more I tried, the more frustrated 
I became. I thought there was no way out for me, and my void 
grew. I then started thinking of ending my life, even though 
I knew at the back of my mind that this was wrong; I tried it 
twice but was unsuccessful.

I then reached a point where I told myself there was no 
other way and that the only way was to return to church and 
give God a chance. The beginning was hard; I still didn’t want to commit myself 
fully to God, and because of this, my life remained the same until one day, after 
hearing the counseling of the pastor, I decided to surrender my life to God com-
pletely. I decided to sacrifice everything; I stopped living the wrong life. I had to 
choose who I wanted to serve: God or myself. I kept hearing about the Holy Spirit 
and decided to seek the Spirit of God inside of me, knowing that only He could 
honestly give me a new life. When I surrendered my all to God, I became a new 
person. God restored the peace and joy inside of me. I am now happy; I am no 
longer suicidal, and I no longer live to get the attention of men because God ful-
fills me. God gave me what money or the outside world could provide me. I advise 
the youths facing the same problems I had to give God a chance; He is the Only 
One who can fulfill you.

Shavel

FIGHT THE PROBLEM, NOT THE PERSON

TROUBLED TEEN
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Mary Marques turned to faith to reverse the 
situation of her son, Maxwell, who su�ered 
from a cardiorespiratory arrest and organ fail-
ure.
Despite being healthy and not experiencing 
major health concerns in early childhood, at 
the age of 7, he contracted the �u, and his 
condition worsened, resulting in him being 
taken to the ICU. "During this period, we 
went to the hospital several times and used 
various treatments, but his condition did not 
improve. �e doctor saw that his oxygen sat-
uration level was 79% when, ideally, it should 
be above 94%. �e doctors performed pul-
monary exercises to ensure his body remained 
oxygenated until he arrived at the ICU. �ere, 
they intubated him because he could no lon-
ger breathe," says the 38-year-old hairdresser 
Mary Ellen Marques, Maxwell's mother.
 
�e �rst tests showed the presence of water in 
his lungs, known as pleural e�usion, caused 
by in�ammation of the organ's tissues. "On 
the same day, while in the ICU, his fever rose, 
and he went into respiratory arrest and then 
went into cardiac arrest. �e doctors managed 
to revive him. I was in shock with everything 
that was happening and only had the strength 
to ask people I knew for prayer," she recalls.

�e next day, she received more bad news: 
his condition progressed to kidney failure. 
"When I saw him, he was very swollen. I 
didn't even recognize him. Furthermore, the 
doctors told me that there was nothing more 
they could do and that his chance of surviving 
was 1%. As he could die at any moment, they 
suggested I call my family to say goodbye to 
him. I went into shock and didn't hear any-

thing else."

"I didn't want to hear about the chances and 
asked how they would proceed. �e doctor 
suggested trying dialysis; he started to lose 
weight. All medical treatment continued, 
but Mary Ellen also turned to faith both to 
help with the treatment and to strengthen 
herself so she could accompany her son. She 
already knew about Universal and knew that 
she would have to use the supernatural pow-
er of faith to reverse the situation. "I was in 
prayer all the time; I took the blessed water 
at the Universal Church services, put it on a 
cotton pad, and anointed him. I made a chain 
or prayer on behalf of my son and made vows 
at the Altar", she says.

She rejected the words of death that came 
from the medical team and believed that a 
miracle could happen. "I was always attached 
to the Word and the things of God. I prayed 
and stood �rm. One day, he coughed and 
then showed other signs that his lungs were 
starting to work again, as well as other or-
gans," she states.

�e stability of his health condition was a sign 
that we had won the �rst war. �e next bat-
tle was to eliminate the possibility of sequel-
ae. "All the doctors said he would have some 
problem, which led me to use my faith in God 
again. He underwent treatment and recovered 
completely, which amazed the doctors," says 
Mary Ellen.

Today, Maxwell lives an everyday life for a 
teenager his age; he has not su�ered any se-
quelae and does 
not need specialist 
follow-ups. "God 
has healed him 
completely, and he 
has no limitations. 
I saw God's su-
pernatural power, 
and I can say that 
I became stron-
ger, independent 
of people, and 
more dependent 
on God," she con-
cludes.

Herlander met Suzana in Luanda, the capital 
of Angola, when they were both 21 years old. 
�e couple started dating in 2017 and is in a 
happy union. "We became best friends with 
each other; our love grew day by day. We de-
pended on each other and God. We're both 
problem solvers, so a mutual trust emerged 
amid day-to-day battles. One has always 
helped the other.

Herlander and Suzana decided to get mar-
ried in 2018 at 22. However, they waited 
a few years to increase their family, as they 
were still young and wanted to get �nancial-

ly stable �rst. "We were delighted when we 
found out that my wife was pregnant. Coin-
cidentally, the whole family was home, so we 
told everyone as soon as we found out."

�e couple couldn't be happier. Everything 
seemed to be going well until they received 
devastating news: the baby wasn't growing as 
expected. �ere was an almost 100% chance 
that Susan would have a premature birth 
and she would need to have a cesarean sec-
tion. Doctors also said there was a very high 
chance the baby would not survive. �e par-
ents-to-be were devastated by the news and 
the possibility that they could lose their baby 
even before it was born. In that situation, 
they turned to God to guide them.
"We panicked because it was our �rst child. 
We didn't know what to think when the 
doctor told us everything that could happen. 
We didn't know what to do and decided to 
fast for God's intervention. It was the �rst 
idea that came up. Clearly, that direction 
came from God. It was perfect because as 

we fasted, we moved away from worldly in-
formation and focused on the baby and our 
spiritual life. We used faith while following 
the doctors' advice, and after about two 
weeks, the doctors were astonished. In just 
two weeks, our baby had abnormal growth."

Suzana and Herlander's little daughter was 
born at 41 weeks on April 30th, 2022, with a 
healthy weight of 5.2 pounds. �e discharge 
paper stated: '�e baby is active and feed-
ing well (...). �ere are no worrying signs or 
sepsis.'

While many may not see fasting as some-
thing that can help, Herlander's faith has 
never been shaken. One stands out of all the 
teachings he learned in his life: God's faith-
fulness to us does not depend on whether 
we deserve it, for in reality, none of us de-
serves anything from Him. His faithfulness 
depends on our belief in His Word. We can 
move mountains if we believe wholehearted-
ly in the Name of His Son. Herlander and 

Suzana's daughter are living proof of this.

Pamela received an unexpected diagnosis. 
However, through her family and friends’ 
spiritual support, she was able to overcome 
cancer.

“In January last year, I noticed a slight 
change in the shape of my breast and felt a 
lump. I immediately went to see my prima-
ry care doctor, and it was con�rmed that I 
had a lump about the size of a golf ball in 
my breast.”

A week later, Pamela had an emergency 
mammogram and biopsy. She was told the 
results would take three days to arrive. She 
describes these three days as the longest 
three days of her life.
When the results came back, her world 
came crashing down – the doctor told her 
the four words no one ever wants to hear: 
‘You have breast cancer.’

“I was in denial at �rst; I was told that if 
I didn’t get treated, I could die. It was a 
huge shock, especially as there was no his-
tory of breast cancer in my family. Not only 
that, but I didn’t feel sick when I found the 
lump. I asked the doctor if he was sure. I 
was too young; I told them they had made 
a mistake.”

Unfortunately, it wasn’t a mistake. Pamela 
had stage 2 breast cancer and would have to 
undergo chemotherapy, radiotherapy, and 
surgery.

“I have been a member of the Universal 
Church for 15 years. Even when I felt very 
sick after the chemo sessions, I would at-
tend the services, and God always made me 
stronger. I prayed, fasted, and said to God, 
‘Let Your will be done and not mine!’ I 
didn’t want to have surgery, but after speak-
ing to one of the advisors, I was reminded 
of intelligent faith that I should always fol-
low the doctor’s advice. I also changed how 
I ate, including many more fruits and vege-
tables in my diet and drinking two liters of 
water daily.’

By setting her mind on beating this disease, 
she fought with all she could while remain-
ing active within the church community 
during her illness. She was attending the 
chain of prayers for her healing.

“After seven rounds of chemotherapy, my 
doctors said the tumor had shrunk to 2 
cm. However, they said I would need more 
chemo after surgery. �e thought of that 
made me adamant that I didn’t want more 
chemo, so I sought God’s help for total 
healing. I kept helping and volunteering at 
the church whenever I could. My friends 
and family were also a fundamental pillar 
during my illness.”

�ankfully, with a strong mindset and faith, 
Pamela was told she wouldn’t need a second 
round of chemo and would need just three 
weeks of radiotherapy after surgery. Today, 
she is cancer-free and is a living testimony. 

“�e cancer treatment didn’t stop me from 
being active in my faith. If I can overcome 
it, so can you. Never give up.”

"�e Doctors said there was 
nothing they could do."  

"My faith saved our daughter." 

           
W h a t ' s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  t h e

                                          
          

Is your home no longer a home? Has 
your family come to shambles due to ad-
dictions, miscommunication, betrayal, or 
sudden illness? Don’t lose hope! �rough 
the power of faith, your family can be re-
stored and transformed. You don’t give up 

on your dream of a happy family! 

Join us this Sunday at 10 AM at a Univer-
sal Church near you to place your family 

in the Ark of Salvation. 

"I was too young for cancer."

Before

Before
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When someone’s fight is pointless, it’s called ‘beating the wind.’ Who 
can beat the wind? No one. We cannot see or touch the wind, so it is a 
futile fight; it will bring no results and change nothing. That is how many 
have been reacting in the battle for a change in their family.

The Word of God teaches us a very wise lesson: 
“And if a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.” 

Mark 3:25 
Perhaps this word speaks to you because you can see the signs. You 

have been trying to hold your divided house together, but it has been 
falling apart. 

 ⁃ No one speaks to each other 
 ⁃ Your children have rebelled against you 
 ⁃ Your marriage has been struck by infidelity 
 ⁃ Your happy home has become a nightmare 
Your home may be divided, but the solution will not come from being 

angry at those in your home; you should direct your anger toward the 
actual problem. Fight against the problem with faith. It only takes one 
person to fight in prayer for change to occur in your family; if you are 
tired of family problems, then I am sure God has chosen you to be that 
one. Stop beating the air and use your faith to solve the real problem. 
God is with you. 

May the God of the Bible bless you!

I grew up in the church following my 
mother, but after some time, in my 
teenage years, I decided to leave the 

church and experience life outside; I told 
my mother that she could not tell me what 
to do. I started to go out and met a guy who 
I got involved in. When I got into this rela-
tionship, my life began to go down because 
everything I did was to try to get his love. 
He told me that if I wanted to impress him, 
I had to go out with other men to gain expe-
rience. Because I wanted his love so much, 
I would do what he told me to do and then 
return to him. Doing this made me feel so frustrated that I started doing things I 
never thought I could do to get his attention, but still, nothing I did was enough; 
I still was not happy, and I could not even recognize myself anymore.

I started dressing in a way to show my body and get the attention of men; I even 
got into a relationship with a woman to please my boyfriend. After some time, he 
told me that if I loved him, I had to get drugs for him. Even though I wouldn’t 
say I liked the idea, I did it anyway, thinking this would make him love me. Still, I 
wasn’t happy in my relationship and had no peace. I was on a path to success in my 
education. Still, this relationship started to distract me because everything I could 
think of was to please him, so I decided to take a break from school. It was like all 
my efforts were only concentrated on my love life, to find love in this guy. With 

time, as I got my kids, I told myself that I should 
continue on this path and get his love.

The relationship with my parents started to 
get sour; my mother did not give up on me; 
she kept praying for me and invited me back to 
church, but I told her that I did not have time 
for God and that I didn’t trust God anymore. I 
started blaming God for my suffering; why did 
He allow me to turn out this way when I grew up 
in the church? Today, I realize that even though 
I grew up hearing the Word of God, I did not 
know Him personally, so I left the church and 
did what I did. God was al-
ways there for me. He never 

left me, but I wanted things my way; I didn’t want to listen to 
Him and faced the consequences of my choices.

I tried so much to get back on track and pick up the pieces 
to have my life back, but the more I tried, the more frustrated 
I became. I thought there was no way out for me, and my void 
grew. I then started thinking of ending my life, even though 
I knew at the back of my mind that this was wrong; I tried it 
twice but was unsuccessful.

I then reached a point where I told myself there was no 
other way and that the only way was to return to church and 
give God a chance. The beginning was hard; I still didn’t want to commit myself 
fully to God, and because of this, my life remained the same until one day, after 
hearing the counseling of the pastor, I decided to surrender my life to God com-
pletely. I decided to sacrifice everything; I stopped living the wrong life. I had to 
choose who I wanted to serve: God or myself. I kept hearing about the Holy Spirit 
and decided to seek the Spirit of God inside of me, knowing that only He could 
honestly give me a new life. When I surrendered my all to God, I became a new 
person. God restored the peace and joy inside of me. I am now happy; I am no 
longer suicidal, and I no longer live to get the attention of men because God ful-
fills me. God gave me what money or the outside world could provide me. I advise 
the youths facing the same problems I had to give God a chance; He is the Only 
One who can fulfill you.

Shavel
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Margarete's story 
reminds us of the 
importance of 

remaining in the Presence 
of God. It is because she 
began her journey of faith at 
a very young age but became 
enchanted by the world's 
offers and decided to turn 
her back on God. "I started 
to live with many friends, 
going to bars and nightclubs. 
I got into a relationship 
with a married man without 
knowing it, and when I 
wanted to leave him, he 
threatened me to the point 
of having to move house. A 
completely destroyed love 
life," she says.

With unresolved issues 
and driven by the desire to 
be happy, Margarete met 
Alexandro, her current 
husband. "After about a 
month of dating, we moved 
in together, and after two 
years, I discovered that he 
was a drug user, and he also 
grew marijuana and sold 
it. I was very nervous, but I 
didn't leave him." During 

this period, she reportedly 
had two miscarriages until 
her first child was born.
 
Despite having "a traditional 
family," it had no structure 
for a child's development. 
Alexandro comments that 
he spent most of his time 

under the influence of drugs. 
"I used drugs so much that 
I remember little; I was 
constantly out of it," he 
explains. Drugs, therefore, 
were the main reason for the 
fights.

 
"When I got pregnant with 
my second daughter, I 
reached my limit. Tired of his 
rudeness, lack of attention, 
and drugs, I wanted to leave. 
I asked a neighbor for help 
to get back to my mother's 
house. He found out what 
I was going to do, became 
furious, and threatened to 
kill our son." At the height of 
her despair, Margarete came 
towards her husband with a 
knife, but, as she recalls: "He 
ran and got into the car. Even 
so, I punctured three tires 
on the vehicle and left home 
pregnant, with our young 
son, without money, aimless 
and hungry."
 
Immediate support was 
given precisely in a Universal 
Church. "I talked to the 
pastor, who gave us food. 
And we stayed there until 
night. At night, my husband 
appeared and asked to go 
home so the child wouldn't be 
left on the streets. So we went 
back," comments Margarete. 
However, attending church 

opened her 
eyes to the 
need to change 
her life. It 
was then that 
she started 
fighting for her 
family. "First, I 
invested in my 
change, I gave 
my husband 
to the Altar, I 
trusted God, 
and He freed 
him," she 
guarantees.
 
A l e x a n d r o 
says what 
happened: "Her change 
and reactions caught my 
attention, and she had a 
different shine in her eyes. 
All of this made me want 
to change too. I started 
attending the Universal 
Church meetings with her. I 
removed from my life what 
was displeasing to God, such 
as addictions, bad habits, and 
friendships."
 
The family previously known 

for destruction and fights has 
become a reference.
 
"We can say that we are 
happy and blessed. Today, my 
family and I are at the Altar; 
we depend on the Altar, and 
we are all involved with the 
things of God, including 
our children," concludes 
Margarete.

At the height 
of her despair, 

Margarete 
came towards 
her husband 
with a knife.

DRUGS WERE THE MAIN REASON FOR THE FIGHTS

FAMILY

Patricia and Uemerson 
grew up in faith-based 
environments. However, 

even so, they went through 
difficult situations throughout 
their careers. Still, they 
persevered and grew closer to 
God instead of giving up.
 
"I lost my mother in April 
2021, and in December of the 
same year, we were faced with a 
new health situation, this time 
with our youngest daughter, 
Rebeca. During pregnancy, 
it was identified that she had 

an enlarged kidney. But, 
when she was born, we 
were surprised by her 
two enlarged kidneys and 
her difficulty breathing," 
comments Uemerson.
 
In total, the baby was 
hospitalized for 135 days in 
the ICU, and while fighting 
for her life, her parents 
also faced their conflicts. 
"She underwent two surgeries 
and was intubated five times, 

had a respiratory arrest and 
a hospital infection. It was a 
situation in which we depended 
on God, as not even the doctors 
had complete control of the 
situation," he says.
 
Another detail that affected 
Uemerson is that Rebeca was 
admitted to the same ICU 
where his mother died. "When 
I got to bed, I had several bad 
thoughts that I would lose 
Rebeca in the same way I had 
lost my mother. It was one of 
my saddest nights, but it was 

also when I asked God for 
strength. I remember feeling 
such great comfort that I had 
other thoughts and the strength 
to fight for her in the morning," 
he comments.
 
Patricia, on the other hand, 
faced her conflicts after 
having experienced a high-
risk pregnancy, a complicated 
birth, and being discharged 
from the hospital without her 
daughter. "When I got home 
without Rebeca, I felt so bad; I 
was desperate. As much as I was 
firm in my faith, my emotional 
state was distressing. Seeing her 
crib empty was like a stab, then 

questions came up like: 'Why 
am I going through this?', 
'What sin did I commit?'" she 
recalls.
 
However, even in a delicate 
moment, Patricia understood 
that she could not give in to her 
feelings but needed to express 
her faith. "I said a very difficult 
prayer, asking God to restore 
her health or take her away 

because I didn't want her to 
suffer. We went to the ICU with 
the armor of faith, even going 
against the doctors, but we did 
not accept any limitations. Until 
she came home, and we had to 
set up a hospital structure in the 
first few months. But there we 
started to use faith more, and 
God performed the miracle 
throughout the first year of her 
life", says Patrícia.
 
According to doctors, the child 
would not develop, as she 
did not have coordination in 
breathing to suck and swallow, 
causing malnutrition and 

various neurological problems. 
"Faith made us go through 
things that for medicine 
are crazy, but today, Rebeca 
feeds through her mouth, has 
gained weight, learned to sit, 
crawl, walk, and roll over, can 
already speak a few words, and 
no longer needs the hospital 
structure we had at home. 
She came out of an apathetic 
situation and is now smart. The 
doctors accompanying her are 
surprised by her growth", says 
Patrícia.
 
No one is exempt from 
difficulties, but those with 
God's protection know His 
Will is the best. "Having the 
Holy Spirit with us in this 
process was fundamental, as He 
made us see what no one else 
saw and to have hope. We were 
clear about what to do, how to 
act, and how to have strength. 
Only with God are we truly 
safe," says Uemerson.

 I had several bad 
thoughts that I would 

lose Rebeca in the 
same way I had lost 

my mother.

Around the world, 
researchers have 
noticed a silent 

epidemic related to 
family estrangement. 
In the United States, a 
study published in 2020 
found that more than 
one in four Americans 
said they had distanced 
themselves from a family 
member. In the United 
Kingdom, another survey 
had similar results. There, 
one in five individuals 
has experienced a division 
with a relative. The same 
scenario was also observed 
in Australia and Canada.

Research on the subject is 
still limited, but it suggests 
some reasons that increase 
the distance between 
parents and children, such 
as abuse from the father 
or mother at some period 
of life, whether physical, 
verbal, or emotional; 
parental divorce; and the 
difference in moral values. 
But it is necessary to 
understand that separation 
does not erase the past or 
solve problems; it simply 
"hides" them. As a result, 
they will always exist in the 

thoughts of those involved.
 
"The family has the 
function of providing 
emotional support to 
the child. So, the father 
and mother must give 
attention and love, 
have conversations, act 
respectfully, and establish 
limits; in other words, they 
provide a secure bond. 
And with this structure, 
this child will probably 
be an emotionally 
healthy adult", explains 
psychologist Camila 
Galhego.
 
Without this support 
network, the consequences 
are negative. "When we 
are missing a home, we see 
adults becoming ill because 
of a sick childhood. This 
adult is more likely to have 
depression, personality 
disorders, anxiety, and 
bipolar disorder. All of 
these disorders have a 
dysfunctional family 
environment behind 
them," she points out.
 
Today's world has offered 
many distractions that 
have distanced those who 

live in the same house, 
such as technology, created 
to speed up processes to 
save time, which is actually 
consuming most people's 
days. Without realizing it, 
precious minutes with the 
family are lost due to social 
networks, games, or even 
series and movies. This new 
habit has even changed the 
family culture. The table, 
for example, has been used 
less and less to share meals.
 
"This excess of technology 
has removed the connection 
to the real world. And 
so, there is no time for 
conversation for the child 
to feel cared for. We have 
seen that children tend to 
isolate themselves because 
the parents are setting this 
example and not giving 
the child the necessary 
attention", comments the 
psychologist.
 
"Today, we see a family 
deconstruction and an 
appeal for people to invest 
in their career, in material 
things, in professional 
advancement, as if this 
would bring a solution to 
their lives. We favor your 

personal growth, but there 
is no point in investing in 
your career and becoming 
a selfish, cold, aggressive, 
and depressed professional 
with nothing to offer 
society besides money 
and work. And the human 
being is more than money 
and work," he explained.
 
Recently, the news 
has been filled with 
announcements of famous 
people's divorces. And 
unfortunately, this type 
of breakup even affects 
how people think about 
relationships. Many come 
to believe that they weren't 
made to last. In practice, 
attacking the institution of 
"marriage" is imploding 
the family, as it is through 
this union that the family 
bond is born.
 
"People are discredited 
in the family; they are 
more individualistic, more 
selfish, and, unfortunately, 
they pay a high price for this 
too," commented Bishop 
Renato, who highlighted 
the large number of 
tragedies that occur 
among family members: 

"They are people who do 
not have the knowledge 
to deal with problems 
within the home itself, and 
thus we see domestic and 
sexual violence, suicide, 
homicide."
 
The list of situations that 
can negatively affect a 
family is immense, and, in 
addition to all the examples 
mentioned above, there is 
also betrayal, addictions, 
illnesses, controversial 
ideologies and values, and 
distortion of the family 
created by God, among 
other factors. Therefore, 
those who love their 
home must take a stand to 
protect it.
 
Every Sunday, we dedicate 
a special moment of 
prayer for the families to 
receive God's blessings 
and protection. You and 
your family are invited to 
experience the peace God 
intends for your family.

THE STRUCTURE OF SOCIETY
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Margarete's story 
reminds us of the 
importance of 

remaining in the Presence 
of God. It is because she 
began her journey of faith at 
a very young age but became 
enchanted by the world's 
offers and decided to turn 
her back on God. "I started 
to live with many friends, 
going to bars and nightclubs. 
I got into a relationship 
with a married man without 
knowing it, and when I 
wanted to leave him, he 
threatened me to the point 
of having to move house. A 
completely destroyed love 
life," she says.

With unresolved issues 
and driven by the desire to 
be happy, Margarete met 
Alexandro, her current 
husband. "After about a 
month of dating, we moved 
in together, and after two 
years, I discovered that he 
was a drug user, and he also 
grew marijuana and sold 
it. I was very nervous, but I 
didn't leave him." During 

this period, she reportedly 
had two miscarriages until 
her first child was born.
 
Despite having "a traditional 
family," it had no structure 
for a child's development. 
Alexandro comments that 
he spent most of his time 

under the influence of drugs. 
"I used drugs so much that 
I remember little; I was 
constantly out of it," he 
explains. Drugs, therefore, 
were the main reason for the 
fights.

 
"When I got pregnant with 
my second daughter, I 
reached my limit. Tired of his 
rudeness, lack of attention, 
and drugs, I wanted to leave. 
I asked a neighbor for help 
to get back to my mother's 
house. He found out what 
I was going to do, became 
furious, and threatened to 
kill our son." At the height of 
her despair, Margarete came 
towards her husband with a 
knife, but, as she recalls: "He 
ran and got into the car. Even 
so, I punctured three tires 
on the vehicle and left home 
pregnant, with our young 
son, without money, aimless 
and hungry."
 
Immediate support was 
given precisely in a Universal 
Church. "I talked to the 
pastor, who gave us food. 
And we stayed there until 
night. At night, my husband 
appeared and asked to go 
home so the child wouldn't be 
left on the streets. So we went 
back," comments Margarete. 
However, attending church 

opened her 
eyes to the 
need to change 
her life. It 
was then that 
she started 
fighting for her 
family. "First, I 
invested in my 
change, I gave 
my husband 
to the Altar, I 
trusted God, 
and He freed 
him," she 
guarantees.
 
A l e x a n d r o 
says what 
happened: "Her change 
and reactions caught my 
attention, and she had a 
different shine in her eyes. 
All of this made me want 
to change too. I started 
attending the Universal 
Church meetings with her. I 
removed from my life what 
was displeasing to God, such 
as addictions, bad habits, and 
friendships."
 
The family previously known 

for destruction and fights has 
become a reference.
 
"We can say that we are 
happy and blessed. Today, my 
family and I are at the Altar; 
we depend on the Altar, and 
we are all involved with the 
things of God, including 
our children," concludes 
Margarete.

At the height 
of her despair, 

Margarete 
came towards 
her husband 
with a knife.

DRUGS WERE THE MAIN REASON FOR THE FIGHTS

FAMILY

Patricia and Uemerson 
grew up in faith-based 
environments. However, 

even so, they went through 
difficult situations throughout 
their careers. Still, they 
persevered and grew closer to 
God instead of giving up.
 
"I lost my mother in April 
2021, and in December of the 
same year, we were faced with a 
new health situation, this time 
with our youngest daughter, 
Rebeca. During pregnancy, 
it was identified that she had 

an enlarged kidney. But, 
when she was born, we 
were surprised by her 
two enlarged kidneys and 
her difficulty breathing," 
comments Uemerson.
 
In total, the baby was 
hospitalized for 135 days in 
the ICU, and while fighting 
for her life, her parents 
also faced their conflicts. 
"She underwent two surgeries 
and was intubated five times, 

had a respiratory arrest and 
a hospital infection. It was a 
situation in which we depended 
on God, as not even the doctors 
had complete control of the 
situation," he says.
 
Another detail that affected 
Uemerson is that Rebeca was 
admitted to the same ICU 
where his mother died. "When 
I got to bed, I had several bad 
thoughts that I would lose 
Rebeca in the same way I had 
lost my mother. It was one of 
my saddest nights, but it was 

also when I asked God for 
strength. I remember feeling 
such great comfort that I had 
other thoughts and the strength 
to fight for her in the morning," 
he comments.
 
Patricia, on the other hand, 
faced her conflicts after 
having experienced a high-
risk pregnancy, a complicated 
birth, and being discharged 
from the hospital without her 
daughter. "When I got home 
without Rebeca, I felt so bad; I 
was desperate. As much as I was 
firm in my faith, my emotional 
state was distressing. Seeing her 
crib empty was like a stab, then 

questions came up like: 'Why 
am I going through this?', 
'What sin did I commit?'" she 
recalls.
 
However, even in a delicate 
moment, Patricia understood 
that she could not give in to her 
feelings but needed to express 
her faith. "I said a very difficult 
prayer, asking God to restore 
her health or take her away 

because I didn't want her to 
suffer. We went to the ICU with 
the armor of faith, even going 
against the doctors, but we did 
not accept any limitations. Until 
she came home, and we had to 
set up a hospital structure in the 
first few months. But there we 
started to use faith more, and 
God performed the miracle 
throughout the first year of her 
life", says Patrícia.
 
According to doctors, the child 
would not develop, as she 
did not have coordination in 
breathing to suck and swallow, 
causing malnutrition and 

various neurological problems. 
"Faith made us go through 
things that for medicine 
are crazy, but today, Rebeca 
feeds through her mouth, has 
gained weight, learned to sit, 
crawl, walk, and roll over, can 
already speak a few words, and 
no longer needs the hospital 
structure we had at home. 
She came out of an apathetic 
situation and is now smart. The 
doctors accompanying her are 
surprised by her growth", says 
Patrícia.
 
No one is exempt from 
difficulties, but those with 
God's protection know His 
Will is the best. "Having the 
Holy Spirit with us in this 
process was fundamental, as He 
made us see what no one else 
saw and to have hope. We were 
clear about what to do, how to 
act, and how to have strength. 
Only with God are we truly 
safe," says Uemerson.

 I had several bad 
thoughts that I would 

lose Rebeca in the 
same way I had lost 

my mother.

Around the world, 
researchers have 
noticed a silent 

epidemic related to 
family estrangement. 
In the United States, a 
study published in 2020 
found that more than 
one in four Americans 
said they had distanced 
themselves from a family 
member. In the United 
Kingdom, another survey 
had similar results. There, 
one in five individuals 
has experienced a division 
with a relative. The same 
scenario was also observed 
in Australia and Canada.

Research on the subject is 
still limited, but it suggests 
some reasons that increase 
the distance between 
parents and children, such 
as abuse from the father 
or mother at some period 
of life, whether physical, 
verbal, or emotional; 
parental divorce; and the 
difference in moral values. 
But it is necessary to 
understand that separation 
does not erase the past or 
solve problems; it simply 
"hides" them. As a result, 
they will always exist in the 

thoughts of those involved.
 
"The family has the 
function of providing 
emotional support to 
the child. So, the father 
and mother must give 
attention and love, 
have conversations, act 
respectfully, and establish 
limits; in other words, they 
provide a secure bond. 
And with this structure, 
this child will probably 
be an emotionally 
healthy adult", explains 
psychologist Camila 
Galhego.
 
Without this support 
network, the consequences 
are negative. "When we 
are missing a home, we see 
adults becoming ill because 
of a sick childhood. This 
adult is more likely to have 
depression, personality 
disorders, anxiety, and 
bipolar disorder. All of 
these disorders have a 
dysfunctional family 
environment behind 
them," she points out.
 
Today's world has offered 
many distractions that 
have distanced those who 

live in the same house, 
such as technology, created 
to speed up processes to 
save time, which is actually 
consuming most people's 
days. Without realizing it, 
precious minutes with the 
family are lost due to social 
networks, games, or even 
series and movies. This new 
habit has even changed the 
family culture. The table, 
for example, has been used 
less and less to share meals.
 
"This excess of technology 
has removed the connection 
to the real world. And 
so, there is no time for 
conversation for the child 
to feel cared for. We have 
seen that children tend to 
isolate themselves because 
the parents are setting this 
example and not giving 
the child the necessary 
attention", comments the 
psychologist.
 
"Today, we see a family 
deconstruction and an 
appeal for people to invest 
in their career, in material 
things, in professional 
advancement, as if this 
would bring a solution to 
their lives. We favor your 

personal growth, but there 
is no point in investing in 
your career and becoming 
a selfish, cold, aggressive, 
and depressed professional 
with nothing to offer 
society besides money 
and work. And the human 
being is more than money 
and work," he explained.
 
Recently, the news 
has been filled with 
announcements of famous 
people's divorces. And 
unfortunately, this type 
of breakup even affects 
how people think about 
relationships. Many come 
to believe that they weren't 
made to last. In practice, 
attacking the institution of 
"marriage" is imploding 
the family, as it is through 
this union that the family 
bond is born.
 
"People are discredited 
in the family; they are 
more individualistic, more 
selfish, and, unfortunately, 
they pay a high price for this 
too," commented Bishop 
Renato, who highlighted 
the large number of 
tragedies that occur 
among family members: 

"They are people who do 
not have the knowledge 
to deal with problems 
within the home itself, and 
thus we see domestic and 
sexual violence, suicide, 
homicide."
 
The list of situations that 
can negatively affect a 
family is immense, and, in 
addition to all the examples 
mentioned above, there is 
also betrayal, addictions, 
illnesses, controversial 
ideologies and values, and 
distortion of the family 
created by God, among 
other factors. Therefore, 
those who love their 
home must take a stand to 
protect it.
 
Every Sunday, we dedicate 
a special moment of 
prayer for the families to 
receive God's blessings 
and protection. You and 
your family are invited to 
experience the peace God 
intends for your family.

THE STRUCTURE OF SOCIETY
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universal beyond barsuniversal beyond bars
Y� �e not Al�e!

A new opportunity awaits you! 

* You can NOW subscribe to 
the UBB on the Pando App. 

Tune into our weekly messages 
and take advantage of this 

chance to watch the ULFN 
and our Series: “Beyond Bars.”  

In January, the ULE (the Universal in Law 
Enforcement) dedicated that month to 
bringing together the o�cers from di�erent 
precincts. �e auxiliary o�cers are regular 

citizens of society who dedicate themselves to 
giving back to the community through their 
service. �ey do not have a weapon, but they serve 
as auxiliaries or assistants to the o�cers. 

�ey were also invited to be a part of this movement 
to show them that we have noticed their sacri�ce 
as well and appreciate them. �e ULE distributed 
the Study Bibles to those that were present. 

�ese auxiliary o�cers have voluntarily dedicated 
their service and time for more than ten years, 
which means they are not paid to do what they 
do, and they have done it with great joy to serve 
their community. 

�e ULE also connected with precinct 78, which 
got us into the local middle school. �e YPG, 
together with the ULE, were able to go into the 
middle school and speak also to the youths there 
about bullying. 

We had our Auxiliary Pastor talk to the youths and 
share his experience of how his life on the street 
and linked this with the topic of bullying. How 
many youths do wrong because of peer pressure? 

How many youths get into gang violence because 
of being bullied? 

�e objective of the 
ULE is to connect 
the community we 
are in and bring 
everyone together. 

We have associated 
with the precincts 
and the schools 
and united them with the church to receive God’s 
word. 

�e ULE has expanded with more volunteers, so 
we can cater to more precincts and freely give the 
o�cers what we have also received. �e smiles 
on the volunteers’ faces are evidence of the joy it 
brings to serve and give back to others.

“And the King will answer and “And the King will answer and 
say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to 
you, inasmuch as you did it to you, inasmuch as you did it to 
one of the least of these My one of the least of these My 
brethren, you did it to Me.’” brethren, you did it to Me.’” 

Matthew 25:40Matthew 25:40

The U.L.E. In Action!The U.L.E. In Action!

universal beyond bars 8



“I’m tired of it here, I wish it would end, all of it...” 

Stop Su�ering. Speak Out! Send Bp. Bira Joshua your info to be added to his E-Message, and receive 
help today. Or send your letter to: 7075 S.W. Fwy. Houston, TX 77074. Be sure to Include: 

- First/Last Name, Inmate ID Number
- Facility, City/State/Zip Code

“ I thought the solution “ I thought the solution 
was to END it ALL...”was to END it ALL...”

BBusinessman David Silva, 40 years old, 
arrived at Universal with his mother 
because they were experiencing 
family problems. “My mother 

listened to church programs a lot, and because 
she had a very troubled marriage, she started 
to attend meetings and took us,” he says.

I participated in meetings at Universal from 13 
to 17 years old. Still, after that, David says he 
“revolted against God” due to disappointment 
and problems with his love life. “I met a girl 
from the church, I got along with her, and we 
married. However, it wasn’t easy. We fought a 
lot and broke up after three years together,” he 
recalls.
“
Because of this frustration, I abandoned 
everything, including my faith, and began 
living without limits. “I went to try to �ll that 
void I had in the world. I started to get involved 
with drugs and used cocaine, marijuana, and 
ecstasy pills.”

Gradually, David’s life worsened, 
and when he realized it, he 

was already involved in crime. 
“I started stealing and joined 
robbery gangs. As time passed, I 
joined organized crime, which 
robbed cargo and houses in my 

neighborhood.” 

Along with partners in crime, David frequented 
houses of prostitution, which served as a place 

of refuge for the group. “Since I lived with my 
mother, I didn’t want to cause problems for 
her, so my partners and I slept in a brothel. 
�ere, we slept with the girls and used a lot of 
drugs. I was arrested in 2005. 

“�e arrest was a reality check. I was imprisoned 
for a year. When I left there, I went to the 
country’s Northeast, found someone, married 
them, and then returned to my old City.”

What, until then, seemed like an opportunity 
to write a new story became another stage of 
wrong choices. “As I still had contact with 
people from my past, when I realized it, I was 
in crime again, but in a worse way. After all, I 
even became a manager of drug tra�cking. In 
2018, I was arrested again for cargo theft in 
my City and imprisoned for another year.”

David says that this period was his rock 
bottom, as he began to wish for death. “I 
thought God didn’t want me anymore, so I 
wanted to give up everything. I even looked at 
the prison windows and thought of hanging a 
rope and hanging myself ”, he says, referring to 
the cell windows.

While David was in prison, his wife attended 
Universal and o�ered resolutions. 

And prayers for his transformation. After And prayers for his transformation. After 
a year, he got his freedom and understood a year, he got his freedom and understood 

that he needed to return to God. “I received that he needed to return to God. “I received 
an invitation, through a video on Facebook, an invitation, through a video on Facebook, 
to a vigil. I arrived at the Temple to decide to a vigil. I arrived at the Temple to decide 
my life, and, at that moment, I received the my life, and, at that moment, I received the 
embrace of Jesus, and everything changed.”embrace of Jesus, and everything changed.”

Since then, David has always been di�erent. 
“All my past is behind me. I freed myself 
from addictions, traumas, and emptiness and 
received the Holy Spirit. I have a full and 
happy life, a family, and a ful�lled �nancial 
life. Today, I bring the Word of God to people 
like I was one day”, he concludes.

David Before

David after
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FIND OUT HOW....

Tips to start your own business:

G isele Rocha, 41 years old and a lawyer, 
is an example of someone who 
persevered to achieve her goals. But, to 
have this understanding, she went 

and pursuing her goals. She and her 
husband, Marcelo, are partners and 
guarantee that the family’s life has 
changed. “He takes care of the 
administrative side, and I take care of 
the legal side. We have two lawyers and 
two interns who work with us. Marcelo 
isis also a broker; therefore, we are 
structuring ourselves to open our real 
estate agency soon,” she plans.

Start with simple and practical goals to 
gain self-confidence, such as 
punctuality. Don’t leave specific 
day-to-day tasks for later. If your goal is 
to have new behaviors, such as being 
organized or seeking new customers, 
choose an example to follow. Observe 
otherother people’s actions and try to imitate 
what you admire in them. Each day you 
waste is a step backward. So, don’t give 
laziness a chance. Commit to your 
goals. You will gain more respect and 
admiration if you do what you 

promised. The 
positive reward will 
motivate you to do 
what you proposed 
initially. And don’t 
forget that it’s 
important to learn 
toto make choices. Let 
go of what is not 
essential.

Do you want to 
learn how to face 
the difficulties of 
the job market and 
become a 
successful person? 
So, don’t miss the 
StStrong Nation 
service, which 
takes place on 
Mondays at every 
Universal Church 
near you.

G i s e l e 
accepted 
t h e 
challenge 
o f 
k e e p i n g 
h e r 
mothermother’s 
c l i e n t s 
a n d 
gaining new ones through discipline and 

See what it takes to stay focused and make your plans come true,

through some setbacks. “I arrived at the 
Universal Church counting pennies and 
depending on family. I can’t remember going 
into a store and buying an outfit for my son 
when he was little because I didn’t have 
money,” she says.

GiseleGisele reveals that she had a job at a company 
in the sales area, but it was not her dream job. 
“I was studying Law and concluded that I 
would have to invest in this area to be happy. I 
resigned from the job I had been working for 
ten years and went to work in my mother’s 
office. I learned the Law, graduated and 
passedpassed the ninth exam of the Bar Association. 
I was among the 7% approved in the country. 
Then, with the death of my mother, I took 
over the office, but I began to doubt that I 
would be capable of running the enterprise. I 
thought about selling everything and going 
back to work as an employee. Still, in the 
““Strong Nation” meetings, I realized that I 
couldn’t waste the chance God gave me,” she 
says.

What do you do to pursue your 
goals as an entrepreneur?

reap prosperity today11
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