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The Creator cares about every human being, but un-
like us, who focus on the individual, His project is 
intended for all of Humanity. 
 Many like to believe God has a plan for 

each speci�c human being. A detailed project that includes 
everything a good story requires but, preferably, focuses only 
on what we think is good for us, such as romance, family, 
professional success, and many other achievements. All that 
would be left for us to do is to be a star in history and proudly 
declare: "my life" and "my achievements."
 
 However, despite not having the 'spoilers' about 
the future, we insist on taking the 
script from the Author's Hands 
(God). We insist on using our free 
will to remove and include details 
in a desire to be the protagonists 
of a perfect journey. But we are 
left only with problems and frus-
trations. Why do the path and the 
exceptional destination seem in-
creasingly distant? Why does the 
plot twist rarely occur, and when 
it does, it is not a good thing? Why 
isn't the plan of God being ful-
�lled in people's lives today?
 
 Truth be told, God does 
not have a particular plan for each 
human being. No destiny is mapped out for each of the 8 
billion people living on the planet today. Neither did it ex-
ist for the other billions of people who have passed through 
this world. �ere is no perfect script intended exclusively for a 
man. �e last time this happened was in the Garden of Eden, 
with Adam and Eve, with the idea that there would be an inti-
mate relationship with God in which human beings would be 
completely happy and ful�lled forever. But Humanity decided 
to follow the path of disobedience and lost the chance to live 
the joyful life the Creator had planned.
 
 Maybe you, dear reader, ask, "What do you mean? 
In Jeremiah 1:5, the Lord said, "Before I formed you in the 
womb, I knew you; Before you were born, I sancti�ed you: I 
ordained you a prophet to the nations." In the notes of the 
Study Bible, Bishop Edir Macedo explains that "In God's 
mind, there is a sublime purpose for Humanity." It is not for 
a speci�c human being but for everyone, and people chosen 
by Him ful�ll God's purposes. �e Holy Scriptures show ex-
amples of men who speci�cally express this: Samson, John the 

Baptist, Paul, and Jeremiah. In the case of Jeremiah, the Di-
vine plans for him to preach to the nations were already there. 
Jeremiah ful�lled it, but it could also have been carried out by 
anyone who made themselves available for God to use.
 
 �at being said, there is another important detail: 
we are not  the main character or author of the story. 
�e most signi�cant proof is that in this aspiration to be the 
star in the plot and dictate each action in the 'script,' we be-
come the great antagonist (villain), attracting a succession of 
problems. �ere is also the constant feeling that "we are miss-
ing something." Even after ful�lling our dreams and desires, 

we are constantly implementing plans.
 
 We plan freely, �ght, and achieve 
our dreams, but still, our happiness fades 
with each new imperfect plan. Human 
beings will never be able to �nd satis-
faction if their desire is not in the most 
important things: the Holy Spirit and the 
soul's Salvation.
  Only the Creator, with His Spir-
it, can satisfy the creature He has formed. 
Only the Holy Spirit can grant the plen-
itude human beings seek. And only the 
Word can dictate the script of Humanity 
and include mere mortals in this story 
with mastery.
 

 God's plan is to save the soul of everyone who be-
lieves in and obeys Him. And it doesn't matter how far you 
are from the plan of the Most High. In His in�nite mercy and 
grace, God always �nds ways to call human beings to Himself 
and to the heart of His initial project revealed in Eden. 
 
 By His perfect will, the Most High has good 
thoughts about us. He wishes that each person uses their life 
to honor Him - for this is the greatest purpose of human ex-
istence. However, the Most High respects the foolishness of 
those who believe their wills are better than His.
 
 Friendships, professional life, studies, experiences, 
relationships, money, addictions, or anything else only bring 
momentary satisfaction. �e void continues in this search 
for a complete life while living on drafts sketched by human 
limitations. �e Lord Jesus revealed: "I came that they may 
have life, and have it abundantly" (John 10.10). �is extreme-
ly abundant life originates from the inextinguishable Source, 
which is the Most High.

Hairdresser Gislene, 29, used to 
have a New Year’s tradition in which 
she would dress in white every New 
Year, a tradition supposedly coming 
from her religion. She would dress in 
white as a symbol of peace and jump 
the sea waves seven times yearly. But 
her life was far from peaceful.
 
 “I remember my sister and I had a 
tradition of jumping the seven waves 
every New Year. But there came a 

year when I had lost a child eight 
months into my pregnancy. I later 
ended my relationship with my part-
ner after discovering my partner was 
cheating.”
 
Being unable to deal with the pain, 
she began to search for relief in mo-
mentary pleasures.
 
“I started hanging out, drinking, and 
getting involved with a lot of people. 
Until one day, a friend suggested I 
seek help after seeing me get sick as a 
result of the drinking. ‘
 
She saw that her tradition was not 
helping achieve the peace she de-
sired. She decided to do something 
di�erent and sought the help of God 
instead. 
 
“I decided to participate in the New 

Year’s Eve Vigil at the Universal 
Church. I know the Holy Spirit led 
me to the night vigil because I went 
alone. I know I needed to be there.”
 
After participating in the night vig-
il, her life began to change. Gislene 
stated that she started asking for for-
giveness from those who had hurt 
her and those she had hurt. After 
doing this, she �nally achieved the 
peace she had been searching for.
 
“I have remained in the Presence of 
God till this day. I’m not who I was 
before. �ere has been a before and 
after in me. Inside me, there is a �re 
that burns with happiness. I have 
peace. Just knowing that this year, I 
am still in God’s Presence and that, 
throughout the days of next year, 
I will continue with Him is such a 
great feeling,” she highlights.
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New Year, Brand New Life 

How will you start the new year?
 
 �e month of December is the month when 
most people begin to re�ect on their year. While 
some look back and rejoice in their successes and ac-
complishments, others, unfortunately, look back and 
see only failures and losses; they would rather forget 
this year altogether. �e latter may be true for you. 
When you look back, all you feel is sadness and re-
gret. You were able to accomplish nothing, and with 
another new year approaching, the idea of starting 
something new has become daunting. But what if I 
told you there is a way to guarantee your success in 
2024? A way for this year to mean the start of a new 
life?  
 
 Let's look at the following verses, "Do not 
remember the former things, nor consider the things 
of old. Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall 
spring forth; Shall you not know it? I will even make 
a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert." 
(Isaiah 43:18-19). God states here that He will do a 
NEW thing in our lives and make what seems im-
possible become possible. What does this look like 
to you? Is it a new job, new habits, a new approach 
to your relationship, or a new home? No matter 
what this newness may be for you, you can achieve 
it! With God by your side, the future will always be 
better than your past. 
 
 �is is why on Sunday, December 31st, at 
10 pm, at every Universal Church worldwide, we 
will have a New Year's Night Vigil for a Brand New 
Life . You , your  family , and  your  friends  are 
welcome  to this special  occasion  to start the New 
Year in the presence  of God. Come to place your 
plans for the New Year into God's hands and allow 
Him to guide you to achieve your goals. He is the 
One  who  will  protect  and  equip  you  with 
everything you need to succeed. Take advantage of 
this  opportunity  to start  anew . Start  o� the new 
year on the right foot with God!

BEATING DEPRESSION

 Depression is a sadness felt in the deepest 
part of one's soul. It causes a sense of hopelessness 
and exhaustion so great that a person loses the mo-
tivation to do anything and some to live at all. It 
is a sickness of the soul. But who can heal the soul 
other than the Savior of Souls, the Lord Jesus?
 On Fridays, at every Universal Church, we 
have a service for Deliverance from Depression. 
Visit a branch near you today. Make a Chain of 
Prayer by attending a prayer meeting near you for 
seven consecutive weeks. You will receive practi-
cal steps, counseling, and spiritual help through 
prayers to overcome. You won't regret it.
 �ere are thousands of testimonials world-
wide that prove a Chain of Prayer works. You, too, 
CAN defeat depression!
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"I had four surgeries, yet 
I was still in pain..." 

the doctors found out she 
had appendicitis. "Right after 
that, I was taken to have 
surgery to remove the 
appendix. I also learned I had 
a bacteria that the doctors
needed to clean. I was released, and even at home, I continued feeling severe pain and had 
to be admitted to the hospital. en, I needed a second surgery due to the bacteria. 
Antibiotics were not helping, and the pain was constant. After one week, the doctor said 
there were two more bacteria, and a third surgery was performed. is time was more 
complicated because my intestines were weak." Tired of the situation, Luana decided to 
use her faith. Luana's parents also supported her in the Church, praying for her and going 

to the altar to trust and depend on God. "A fourth surgery was needed, but this time, I had made a vow to 
God. When the doctors opened my abdomen, my intestine was normal, with no perforation or infection. 
Today, I am healthy and blessed!

I had been feeling pain in my shoulder for a 
month; the pain was severe. It also affected 
my elbows. I couldn't lift my hand; it was 
discomfort; the doctors took X-rays and gave 
me some therapy. I started attending the 
Universal Church to do the Chain of Prayer.
 I drank the  I drank the Divine water and also poured it 
on me. I believed, and by faith, I could lift 
my arms, and I did not feel any more pain in 
my shoulder. - Jewel, NY

Rafael, my son, was diagnosed with a 
severe disease that caused him to have 
bone marrow failure. He needed a 
transplant and was being treated, but at 
the same time, I was using my faith for 
his healing. Today, my son is healed. He’s 
a very active child.  -Zeneide

  In March 2019, Luana felt 
severe abdominal pain. She 
sought medical help, and 

after doing some exams, 
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Bishop Joshua

In times of trouble, our first thought is to turn to those we think can 
help, whether that be a trusted friend, a family member, a spouse, or a 
boss. We look to those who have the answer to our problem. However, 
where do we turn when those we depend on don’t have the solutions 
we need?

“Present your case,” says the Lord. “Bring forth your strong rea-
sons,” says the King of Jacob.” Isaiah 41:21

What is your 
case? Perhaps a 
sickness, depres-
sion, an addiction, 
an overwhelming 
loneliness, or a bro-
ken family? What-
ever your problem, 
there’s no need to 

take  them  into  this  new year . Yes, a new year  is approaching , and 
perhaps  you have  been  counting  down  the hours , but truthfully , 
you  are not  looking  forward  to anything . You  see it as one  minute 
moving to the next, a new day but the same old life.

It doesn’t have to be this way. At a Universal Church near you, you 
can break into the new year in God’s presence, presenting your case to 
Him.

Present your old life and ask Him for the new one you’ve longed for. 
No matter your case, He will always have the answer. Unlike presenting 
your problems to other people, there’s no doubt that God will always 
give us the correct answers.

May the God of the Bible bless you!

EVERY NEW YEAR 
WAS THE SAME 
STORY UNTIL…

Happy New Year! These words are 
on the lips of many as the year 
ends, but what truly brings a 

happy new year? A lot of money in their 
pockets? I was one of them who wished to 
have a better life different from the one I 
had. However, as the years went by, it was 
difficult to expect the new year to improve because problems continued in all areas of 
my life. After attending the Universal Church for almost 30 years, I only recently 
understood that no matter what a person achieves, nothing can compare to the 
difference that only the Holy Spirit can make within the person. My first memories 
are of misery, of significant deprivation. I lived in a house where we shared the 
same stove, shower, and sink with 50 people. With time, after coming to the 
Universal Church, I saw some improvements in my life, to the point I opened a 
company. Still, I could not manage it due to the lack of God’s direction.

Over the years, the wife and I accumulated an enormous debt that looked unpay-
able. My goal for the new year was always to pay the bills. I had no mind or pleasure 
in anything, and, at that time, the problems were so big that I had no hope that the 
new year could be better. As the year ended, everyone was happy, with faith in a better 
future, but I looked at the turn of the year as if I were a zombie; it was just another 
date on paper.

My wife came to the Universal Church as a teenager, and she was also facing prob-
lems. Her mother had a health issue which would make her faint all the time. She was 
going through many financial difficulties. They would live on noodles because they 
could not afford a proper meal. When we got married, the problems got worse. We 
used to fight physically.

I thought things would improve with time, but that didn’t happen. One year end-
ed, and another began, and the more I chased money, the more money ran away from 
me, and thus, the debts increased. The worst year of our lives was 2011. We worked 
from Sunday to Sunday, and my wife worked throughout her pregnancy until 30 
minutes before delivery. I wanted to solve my problems, but they drained my strength 
and energy.

There was no shortage of hard work, but it was still insufficient. We set up a factory 
and made heavy investments in equipment, company structure, and employees, and 
we had many customers. However, as much money came in, much more went out. 
My biggest problem was that I was in the Church, but I was alone, without God. 
Even though we were trained, we only took wrong actions because what was inside us 
was reflected on the outside. I supported myself during my time in the Church. Still, 
internally, I was empty because I didn’t have the Holy Spirit, and I didn’t have Him 
because I was anxious about having money. Furthermore, my character was not good; 
I only pretended to serve God.

I then got tired of living the same life and made a decision. When immersed in 
debt and problems, I thought I would be happy if I were rich, or I attributed the sad-
ness, emptiness, and anger to the problems. Today, I don’t see it that way because the 
source of my unhappiness was not a consequence of the problems: the reason for all 
the anguish was the lack of the Holy Spirit. So, I began to dedicate all my strength to 
getting to know Him, and the most significant event of my life was the baptism with 
the Holy Spirit.

I recognized the importance of this surrender: He is the Source of Life, and when 
we drink from It, our lives are transformed. In a year and a half, we paid off our debts, 
and in the middle of the pandemic, we acquired five companies.

My wife did the same, and after receiving the Holy Spirit, the year of the pandemic 
became the best of our lives, and everything became new. She now is a better mother, 
a better wife, and a different person. Today, our marriage is a blessing; I am now a 
partner to my wife and friend. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of understanding, courage, 
and wisdom; when we have Him, He grants us peace. God changed our lives and has 
changed our story. Even if I hadn’t paid my debts, the Holy Spirit would make me 
the happiest person in the world, and nothing can pay for waking up in the morning 
and having a desire to live. In the past, on New Year’s Eve, I wanted the whole world 
for myself. Today, my goal is to bring salvation to those suffering and do God’s work.

  Carlos Rodriguez
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NEW YEAR, SAME OLD LIFE?

 

�e doctors told Monica that little Mayra 
would only have a few days to live, but 
Monica’s Faith changed the situation.
 
Monica Varela has always had the desire 
to be a mother. A�er a year of trying, she 
�nally became pregnant. �e pregnancy 
went smoothly, and the �rst-time moth-
er didn’t notice any problems when little 
Mayra Sophia was born. However, the 
baby was gray and did not behave like a 
healthy baby. �e doctors noticed some-
thing was wrong and performed several 
tests on little Myra. Later, they found that 
the baby had a problem called Truncus 
arteriosus.
 
Truncus arteriosus is a disease that a�ects 
only infants, causing mal-
formations in the heart 
and lungs before birth. 
About 50% of babies who 
have this problem die 
within the �rst month. 
Approximately 80% do 
not reach the �rst year of 
life due to the low levels 
of oxygen in the blood 
circulating throughout 
the body, thus leading the child to heart 
failure. 
 
�e baby was taken to the intensive care 
unit (NICU) and was immediately placed 
on life support. �e doctors told Moni-
ca that little Myra’s case was very serious 
and believed that Mayra would only live 
another week. �e mother did not accept 
the news. At the time, Monica was already 
attending the Universal Church and knew 
the power of God and the strength of faith.
“I didn’t want to lose my daughter to that 

situation. As soon as I was discharged 
from the hospital, I started doing the 
chain of prayer for healing for her. I 
did not question God or cry. I used 
faith and believed,” says Monica.
 
While the mother remained certain 
that God would heal her daugh-
ter, the doctors tried to save the 
little girl’s life in every way. Just so 
the child could last until the day of 
her surgery, the specialists gave her 
many strong medications.
 

�e surgery lasted about eight hours, but 
the doctors were not very successful, and 
the baby had to have her chest cut open 
three additional times. During this time, a 
bacterium settled in her body. Mayra be-
gan to have complications, and her heart, 
lungs, and kidneys stopped functioning. 
�ere was nothing else the doctors could 
do. “I didn’t listen to what the doctors 
said, but I believed that God would work 
a miracle in my daughter’s life. I didn’t let 
doubt in,” she says. A�er three days of be-
ing almost lifeless, Mayra began to react.
 
Gradually, her health improved, and the 
doctors reduced her medication. Mayra 
began gaining more and more strength. It 
didn’t take long for her to start breathing 

without the help of the ma-
chines.“�e doctors were 
surprised every day when 
they saw my daughter’s 
progress. �ey didn’t know 
how to explain what was 
happening,” Monica recalls.
 
Mayra was the only baby 
who survived out of all 
those who were in the same 

hospital ward with her. A�er 19 days, she 
was �nally discharged.
 
 �e mother remembers that when 
she le� the hospital with her, some spe-
cialists who cared for the little girl were 
moved. �ey acknowledged that they had 
seen a miracle happen. “I said it was the 
power of faith, a mother’s heartfelt cry 
to God, that has power. Today, Mayra is 
a very healthy child; she has no sequelae 
and lives a normal life,” celebrates Monica.
                 - Monica Verela
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What was thought to be a simple everyday 
pain led Maria Eugenia to discover more 
than 40 tumors in her body.
 
 "I have always been a healthy per-
son, but on a normal day while at home, I 
began to feel extreme pain in my legs and 
spine that made it impossible for me to 
walk. It was then that I had to go urgently 
to the hospital. �e doctor who attended 
me gave me an injection for the pain and 
also prescribed some medications. But the 
pain returned three more times. �e fourth 
time I felt the same pain, I talked to a friend. 
She invited me to participate in a healing 
meeting of the Universal Church, and I im-
mediately accepted. �e pastor said a prayer 
for me and determined that I would be �ne 
and that I would return to church walking 
and without pain on Sunday," said Maria 
Eugenia. 
 
 
 "By Wednesday of that week, I 
was �ne and walking without pain. So I 
called my friend and told her I was going 
to church on Friday and Sunday. However, 
during the night, when I went to the bath-
room, as I turned on my side, I hit my knee 
on a cabinet and immediately broke my 
kneecap. I was in a lot of pain, but I went 
to sleep anyway. At 6 pm the same day, I 
couldn't stand the pain anymore and was 
unable to move; I called the ambulance and 
went to the hospital. I was evaluated by a 
doctor, and at that moment, he indicated 
that I'd have to have an MRI of the whole 
body. When he saw the results, he realized 

that I couldn't go home because I 
would have to start treatment imme-
diately. I was diagnosed with several 
level 4 malignant tumors in my brain, 
spine, breasts, and bones. In total, 
there were more than 40 tumors," she 
said. 
 In di�cult moments, the war in 
the mind becomes even more severe. 
Although Eugenia accepted the treat-
ment, she still believed in the power 
of faith. 
 
"I started with radiotherapy and che-

motherapy treatment. �at led to me being 
in the hospital for a month without being 
able to move. After that time, I was trans-
ferred to a nursing home and stayed there 
for a year and two months. 

 I couldn't receive any visitors 
because we were at the height of the pan-
demic, and I felt alone, very sad, had bad 
thoughts and insomnia, and was paralyzed 
on my bed. I couldn't be in person at 
church, but I had the opportunity to attend 
meetings online Day after day, I attended 
the meetings, and the pastor always said to 
have a bottle of water ready. At the time of 
the meeting, we would consecrate the water, 
and I always drank it with faith and bathed 
with the consecrated water every day. Two 
weeks later, I started taking small steps. �e 
tumors were shrinking, so I continued to 
drink the water and use my faith. 
 
 Months later, I was already walk-
ing alone, taking a bath alone. Everything 
I stopped doing due to these illnesses, I 
started doing again. I became independent 
again. �e doctors couldn't believe what 
they were seeing. I had to do several tests 
before leaving the nursing home because 
they couldn't believe the miracle that was 
in front of their eyes. �ree months later, I 
left the nursing home. T

 Today, thanks to my God, I only 
go to the doctor for routine check-ups be-
cause I am free and cured of all diseases," 
she concluded happily - Maria Eugenia

The power of a Mother's cr y

W h a t ' s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  t h e  Un i v e r s a l W h a t ' s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  t h e  Un i v e r s a l 
C h u r c h . . .C h u r c h . . .

It seemed impossible to change

I come from a humble family. My father was 
absent, which led me to experiment with 
drugs at the age of 13 to get attention. To 
gain popularity, I did a lot of wrong things 
seeking approval. I began smoking ciga-
rettes and drinking. I later tried marijuana 
and, from there, moved on to riskier things, 
such as selling drugs and robbing people.
 
I began to party and go to bars every day. 

�ere, I'd �nd plenty of crack and co-
caine to experiment with. I lost count of 
how many times someone tried to kill 
me. I also tried to kill other people; I did 
a lot of wrong things.
 
My life was sad and empty; no one who 
looked at me would imagine that all I 
wanted was to �nd happiness. My family 
was destroyed, and I was living in mis-
ery. I spent all the dirty money I made 
on luxuries and vanities. I lived a pro-

miscuous life and was always under the in-
�uence of drugs. My life seemed impossible 
to change.
 
I �nally hit rock bottom when my friends 
tried to kill me for money and power. We 
were all having fun one night when a �ght 
broke out, and everyone who was with me 
started to hit me with bottles, rocks, and 

sticks, and I got stabbed several times with 
knives. I was really drunk, but I remember 
hearing them say, "We're going to have to 
kill him!"
 
I was le� to die. A girl found me two days 
later when she came across one of my shoes. 
�inking it was nice, she decided to look for 
the other one. �anks to God, while search-
ing, she found it and also found me in the 
bushes, covered in blood, with �ies and dogs 
on top of my body. �e coroner was called, 
but it was determined I was still alive.
 
I was taken to the ICU, where I remained in 
a coma for three days and had to be placed 
in an induced coma for an additional eleven 
days. I underwent three facial reconstruc-
tion surgeries, received 48 stitches, and 
spent three months undergoing physical 
therapy to recover movement. Only then 

was I discharged from the hospital.
 
Around this time, I received an invitation to 
the Universal Church. I also began partic-
ipating in the youth programs. Everything 
started to change in my life. I turned away 
from all the bad things and got delivered. I 
also quit all my bad habits, found a job, and 
started working.
 
I gave my entire life to Jesus and was bap-
tized in water. I began earnestly seeking 
God's Spirit to dwell in me and was baptized 
with the Holy Spirit. Today, my life is trans-
formed. I overcame the traumas of my past. 
I am conquering my dreams through Faith. 
My life is entirely di�erent from what it was 
before. My family has also changed a�er see-
ing my transformation. Someone believed 
in me, and now I believe in you!
      Luiz Henrique

"I was diagnosed with several level 4 
malignant tumors" 
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Carla says she learned 
about faith and 
served God for 30 

years until she left due to 
disappointments, frustrations, 
and hurts. She directed her 
focus to work, study, and 
parties to fill the void that 
remained, but achieved the 
opposite: "I had depression 
and attempted suicide." 

At this time, she met Doctor 
Marcus, who searched for 
happiness incessantly and 
without success. "It was a 
search for everything that 
material life can offer. The 
hope was to find happiness 
in a car or something else. 
Still, disillusionment and 

discontent 
were the 
fruits of the 
h a r v e s t , " 
says Marcus.

C a r l a 
d e s c r i b e s 
it then: "I 
t h o u g h t 
everything 
was over, and 

it all started after I met him. 
It was a four-year relationship 
with a lot of struggle because 
he didn't believe in God, or 
rather, he believed in his own 
way. Despite being far away, I 
knew what the truth was. So, it 
was the most difficult period. I 
started to fight with God and 
use faith, even without going 
to church."

Carla realized that with the 
strength of her own arms, she 
wouldn't achieve anything 
and decided to return to the 
church. While dealing with 
her wounds, she also made 
vows and resolutions for 
Marcus without him knowing 

she was back in the Father's 
House. Until she shared with 
him her desire to spend New 
Year's Eve at the special vigil 
in the Universal Church, and 
Marcus accepted.

He remembers that he felt 
a mixture of unhappiness, 
distrust, and curiosity, 
contaminated by what he 
read and heard about the 
church. Still, he continued 
to attend it: "Little by 
little, I became involved in 
learning the Gospel, with 
the seriousness of the work, 
and I began to feel that 
the place was surrounded by 
blessings and exuded a faith 
based solely and exclusively 
on the Word of God." With 
the decision to be baptized 
in water, they resumed their 
relationship as lovers correctly. 
They got married with the 
blessing of the Altar.

Upon leaving the Presence 
of God, Carla highlights 
that she was faced with a sad 
reality. Still, she is grateful for 

her experience and maturity 
during this period, especially 
in her faith: "It was not God 
who abandoned me, but I 
who abandoned His plan, and 

it was the worst experience I 
had in my life." But that's 
how she recognized that 
living God's plans is infinitely 
better than living her own. "I 
saw that having 'everything' 
does not mean being happy. 
I came across a man who 
had  'everything ', but  I was 
an unhappy , miserable , and 
poor person; a person who 
had  studied  and  had  never 
read  the  Word  of  God .  
Today, looking at our  

transformation , there  is no 
money  and nothing  to pay 
for it. Nothing replaces the 
Presence  of  God , the  Holy 
Spirit , and  this  peace ", 
she concludes.

Marcus says that he found 
the happiness he sought and 
became a man of God: "In 
the beginning, there was 
desolation and darkness. The 
searches were for the works of 
the flesh: lust, strife, heresy, 
anger, and idolatry. 

Today, I deal with 
the fruit of the 

Holy Spirit, such as 
love, longsuffering, 

gentleness, and faith. 
I have within me that 

God is reason and that 
my main asset is my 

soul."

"I had 
depression 

and attempted 
suicide."

"I CAME ACROSS A MAN WHO HAD 'EVERYTHING', BUT I  
WAS AN UNHAPPY, MISERABLE, AND POOR PERSON."

Simone remembers her 
New Year's Eve traditions: 
"I wore new clothes, but 

they were always donated. I 
used the color corresponding 
to the area I thought I 
needed to favor, as they said 
the colors had meaning, but 
nothing brought results. I also 
liked the excitement of the 
fireworks and the food. Still, 
reality returned in the same 
week, with misery and fights in 
the family. Nothing changed, 
just the date on the calendar. 
Everything got worse," she 
says.

She recalls that her life was 
marked by situations that 
only brought her pain: "My 
stepfather beat me and, 
drunk, threatened to kill 
us. So, I slept with a knife 
under my pillow. We ended 

up living in a tenement, in a 
basement beneath a bar, with 
one bathroom for 20 families. 
Many times, our main diet 

consisted only of cornmeal." At 
a young age, Simone lived with 
depression. "From 20 to 24, I 
was locked inside the house. 
Then, I got into a relationship 
and got better, but after the 
pregnancy, I had postpartum 
depression. There was always a 
justification for me living like 
this: first, it was because of my 
father's death, then that was it. 
I have lived with depression at 
every stage of my life," she says.

Already using black-label 
medications, her situation only 
got worse. "I wasn't sleeping, 
so I started taking sleeping 
pills. Afterward, I started 
taking medicine to stay awake 
and then medicine to make 
me happy, but nothing had 
any effect. I stopped going to 
work, I didn't shower, I didn't 
dress up, I didn't even go out 
in the backyard. I was seen by 

psychologists and psychiatrists, 
who increased the dosage of 
the medicine." She lists the 
consequences of her problems: 
"I ended up trying to commit 
suicide, cutting my wrists, or 
taking cleaning products. I had 
my stomach pumped because I 
took medication to kill myself. 
To my surprise, the doctor 
asked me why I hadn't taken 
rat poison since I was just there 
to be a bother."

So, for her, each new 
year became new, but her 
depression was old. "I spent 
New Year's Eve locked up at 
home, depressed and crying. 
I heard the fireworks and 
got angry because I wasn't 
happy. I spent New Year's 
Eve taking medication and 
under a blanket."

For Simone, the year of 
difference happened five 
years ago. "I knew the 
Universal Church, but I had 
moved away. I returned in 
2016, right at the end of the 
year; I gave my life with all 
my expectations and desires 
because I had nothing left to 
lose, and I was sure everything 
would be different. When I 
received the Holy Spirit, the 
depressed and complex Simone 

ceased to exist."

Today, she celebrates: "I no 
longer have depression, and 
I am complete. I endured 
life, and now the Holy Spirit 
is the reason for my living. 
Today, my daughters and I 
serve God, and our priority is 
to enter the new year in His 
Presence", she concludes.

"MY STEPFATHER BEAT ME AND THREATENED TO KILL US."

I slept with a knife 
under my pillow.

What do you want: 
a new year or 
a different life? 

The year 2024 is about to 
begin. Faced with so much 
uncertainty, what do you need 
to do to have an exceptional 
year compared to all the others? 
Try putting all your strength 
(and your entire life) into the 
Holy Spirit. 

If you could retrace the years 
left behind, review the mistakes 
of 2023, and plan the successes 
for 2024, you would probably 
do it right this second and not 
even wait for January 1st to 
start. This date is approaching, 
and, as is to be expected, 
everyone wishes for a new year 
that is infinitely better in their 
lives or even one completely 
different from all the others. 
The question is: How do you 
achieve a life that, for many, 
seems more like a fairy tale? 
As this question lingers in 
our minds – as the pain and 

loss of a pandemic remains, 
as uncertainty has never been 
more visible, and despair has 
never been felt more by the 
many who have lost their jobs, 
their loved ones, and their 
resources –, there is something 
that is ideally available to 
everyone: a firm and faithful 
Word, which brings into 
existence the life that many 
doubt exists. (John 14.6).

In Revelation 21.5, we can 
understand more about the 
Author of Life, who says: 
"Behold, I make all things 
new." Therefore, if there is a 
God who makes everything 
new, why not cling to Him? 
After all, his Spirit encourages 
us to reinvent ourselves and 
guides us to a new life that 
begins from the inside out. By 
receiving the Holy Spirit, we 
also receive an infinitely better 
interior, which reflects His 
character and promotes His 
fruits. (Galatians 5.22). Even 

in the face of difficulties, with 
Him, we find hope and not 
confusion (Romans 5.5), we 
draw strength from weakness 
(Romans 8.26), and we are not 
faced with a downcast spirit 
(2 Timothy 1.7). Still, with 
Him, we alleviate the pain and 
become free. (2 Corinthians 
3.17).

Those who enjoy these virtues 
are transformed by the renewal 
of the mind (Romans 12.2) and 
today are "able to experience 
and prove the good, acceptable 
and perfect will of God." And 
this occurs 365 days a year.
The difference starts within 
you. This time of year is a 
period of great emotion due to 
the holidays, and many people 
even cling to catchphrases like 
"new year, new life." They have 
been doing this for a long time 
and see it being the same thing 
every year or even worse. To 
have a truly different year, you 
need to take different actions. 

However, for this to happen, 
much more is required. They 
need to change their mind 
to know how to do the right 
thing. People want change in 
their love life, bank account 
numbers, and family, but they 
continue to have the same 
thoughts – and there is no way 
to have a new life or a different 
year if they don't have a change 
of mindset.

Why should you go to the 
New Year's Eve Vigil?
Who doesn't want a year full 
of peace, achievements, and 
happiness or lots of money in 
their pocket and good health? 
To obtain all this, many turn 
to different traditions. Here are 
some standard practices in the 
US: Times Square Ball Drop, 
Making Resolutions, New 
Year's Kiss, Hoppin' John, 
Auld Lang Syne, and Midnight 
Countdown, among others.

However, putting God first 

is the only action capable of 
blessing someone's year. We 
believe that Jesus must have 
priority in our lives and that 
if we give Him due honor 
and first place in everything, 
then He will also honor us in 
everything.

I believe everyone wants the 
New Year to be prosperous, and 
there is no better way to bless 
your next 365 days than by 
putting God before everything 
in your life. We often say that 
everything will work out when 
you put God first.

Therefore, regardless of 
whether you are a churchgoer 
or not, we invite everyone to 
participate in the Vigil "For a 
Brand New Life," which will 
take place in all Universal 
Churches on Sunday, 
December 31st, at 10 pm. See 
the back page for locations.

For most people, Christmas 
time is synonymous 
with celebration. During 

this period, many tried to 
bring the idea of unity, peace, 
and donation. They turned to 
consumerism, buying what they 
can and can't and investing in 

temporary joy. And, after the 
fun moments pass, there are 
often disastrous consequences: 
debts, accidents, and fights due 
to excessive drinking, among 
others.

The best way to avoid situations 

like these is to prioritize God 
in your life. He is the only one 
who can fill a space inside you 
that no gift, party, or person can. 
Jesus wants to celebrate his birth 
within you. When this happens, 
all his anguish disappears, and 
you become different. Maybe 
you have celebrated Christmas 
for many years, but nothing 
has changed about you. The 
true Christmas happens when 
He is born in us. Before getting 
together with your family, 
consider valuing what is spiritual 
and eternal. You will receive 

the presence of God and take it 
wherever you go.
Loneliness, sadness, anguish, 
doubts, and regrets - these are 
feelings that affect millions of 
people in the last weeks of the 
year. For everyone who suffers 
from these issues, the Lord Jesus 
has an invitation.

"He said: Come to me, those 
who are weary, oppressed, 
burdened, suffocated, 
distressed, and I will give you 
rest." He placed this Word; He 
placed this invitation. Jesus was 

the one who said this. He is 
inviting you to come to Him.
You don't want death. You want 
a different life but don't know 
how to get it. That's why you 
think of death as a solution. But 
the Spirit of God will take this 
pain away from you without 
you having to take your life. 
The Spirit of God will do this in 
your life! So, this end of the year, 
don't let depression dominate 
your spirit. Go to the Lord Jesus, 
and He will ease your anguish.

Do you want to know how to have the best Christmas of your life?
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Carla says she learned 
about faith and 
served God for 30 

years until she left due to 
disappointments, frustrations, 
and hurts. She directed her 
focus to work, study, and 
parties to fill the void that 
remained, but achieved the 
opposite: "I had depression 
and attempted suicide." 

At this time, she met Doctor 
Marcus, who searched for 
happiness incessantly and 
without success. "It was a 
search for everything that 
material life can offer. The 
hope was to find happiness 
in a car or something else. 
Still, disillusionment and 

discontent 
were the 
fruits of the 
h a r v e s t , " 
says Marcus.

C a r l a 
d e s c r i b e s 
it then: "I 
t h o u g h t 
everything 
was over, and 

it all started after I met him. 
It was a four-year relationship 
with a lot of struggle because 
he didn't believe in God, or 
rather, he believed in his own 
way. Despite being far away, I 
knew what the truth was. So, it 
was the most difficult period. I 
started to fight with God and 
use faith, even without going 
to church."

Carla realized that with the 
strength of her own arms, she 
wouldn't achieve anything 
and decided to return to the 
church. While dealing with 
her wounds, she also made 
vows and resolutions for 
Marcus without him knowing 

she was back in the Father's 
House. Until she shared with 
him her desire to spend New 
Year's Eve at the special vigil 
in the Universal Church, and 
Marcus accepted.

He remembers that he felt 
a mixture of unhappiness, 
distrust, and curiosity, 
contaminated by what he 
read and heard about the 
church. Still, he continued 
to attend it: "Little by 
little, I became involved in 
learning the Gospel, with 
the seriousness of the work, 
and I began to feel that 
the place was surrounded by 
blessings and exuded a faith 
based solely and exclusively 
on the Word of God." With 
the decision to be baptized 
in water, they resumed their 
relationship as lovers correctly. 
They got married with the 
blessing of the Altar.

Upon leaving the Presence 
of God, Carla highlights 
that she was faced with a sad 
reality. Still, she is grateful for 

her experience and maturity 
during this period, especially 
in her faith: "It was not God 
who abandoned me, but I 
who abandoned His plan, and 

it was the worst experience I 
had in my life." But that's 
how she recognized that 
living God's plans is infinitely 
better than living her own. "I 
saw that having 'everything' 
does not mean being happy. 
I came across a man who 
had 'everything' and was an 
unhappy, miserable, and poor 
person; a person who had 
studied and had never read the 
Word of God. Today, looking 
at our transformation, there 

is no money and nothing to 
pay for it. Nothing replaces 
the Presence of God, the Holy 
Spirit, and this peace", she 
concludes.

Marcus says that he found 
the happiness he sought and 
became a man of God: "In 
the beginning, there was 
desolation and darkness. The 
searches were for the works of 
the flesh: lust, strife, heresy, 
anger, and idolatry. 

Today, I deal with 
the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit, such as 
love, longsuffering, 
gentleness, and faith. 
I have within me that 
God is reason and that 
my main asset is my 
soul."

"I had 
depression 

and attempted 
suicide."

"I CAME ACROSS A MAN WHO HAD 'EVERYTHING' AND 
WAS AN UNHAPPY, MISERABLE, AND POOR PERSON."

Simone remembers her 
New Year's Eve traditions: 
"I wore new clothes, but 

they were always donated. I 
used the color corresponding 
to the area I thought I 
needed to favor, as they said 
the colors had meaning, but 
nothing brought results. I also 
liked the excitement of the 
fireworks and the food. Still, 
reality returned in the same 
week, with misery and fights in 
the family. Nothing changed, 
just the date on the calendar. 
Everything got worse," she 
says.

She recalls that her life was 
marked by situations that 
only brought her pain: "My 
stepfather beat me and, 
drunk, threatened to kill 
us. So, I slept with a knife 
under my pillow. We ended 

up living in a tenement, in a 
basement beneath a bar, with 
one bathroom for 20 families. 
Many times, our main diet 

consisted only of cornmeal." At 
a young age, Simone lived with 
depression. "From 20 to 24, I 
was locked inside the house. 
Then, I got into a relationship 
and got better, but after the 
pregnancy, I had postpartum 
depression. There was always a 
justification for me living like 
this: first, it was because of my 
father's death, then that was it. 
I have lived with depression at 
every stage of my life," she says.

Already using black-label 
medications, her situation only 
got worse. "I wasn't sleeping, 
so I started taking sleeping 
pills. Afterward, I started 
taking medicine to stay awake 
and then medicine to make 
me happy, but nothing had 
any effect. I stopped going to 
work, I didn't shower, I didn't 
dress up, I didn't even go out 
in the backyard. I was seen by 

psychologists and psychiatrists, 
who increased the dosage of 
the medicine." She lists the 
consequences of her problems: 
"I ended up trying to commit 
suicide, cutting my wrists, or 
taking cleaning products. I had 
my stomach pumped because I 
took medication to kill myself. 
To my surprise, the doctor 
asked me why I hadn't taken 
rat poison since I was just there 
to be a bother."

So, for her, each new 
year became new, but her 
depression was old. "I spent 
New Year's Eve locked up at 
home, depressed and crying. 
I heard the fireworks and 
got angry because I wasn't 
happy. I spent New Year's 
Eve taking medication and 
under a blanket."

For Simone, the year of 
difference happened five 
years ago. "I knew the 
Universal Church, but I had 
moved away. I returned in 
2016, right at the end of the 
year; I gave my life with all 
my expectations and desires 
because I had nothing left to 
lose, and I was sure everything 
would be different. When I 
received the Holy Spirit, the 
depressed and complex Simone 

ceased to exist."

Today, she celebrates: "I no 
longer have depression, and 
I am complete. I endured 
life, and now the Holy Spirit 
is the reason for my living. 
Today, my daughters and I 
serve God, and our priority is 
to enter the new year in His 
Presence", she concludes.

"MY STEPFATHER BEAT ME AND THREATENED TO KILL US."

I slept with a knife 
under my pillow.

What do you want: 
a new year or 
a different life? 

The year 2024 is about to 
begin. Faced with so much 
uncertainty, what do you need 
to do to have an exceptional 
year compared to all the others? 
Try putting all your strength 
(and your entire life) into the 
Holy Spirit. 

If you could retrace the years 
left behind, review the mistakes 
of 2023, and plan the successes 
for 2024, you would probably 
do it right this second and not 
even wait for January 1st to 
start. This date is approaching, 
and, as is to be expected, 
everyone wishes for a new year 
that is infinitely better in their 
lives or even one completely 
different from all the others. 
The question is: How do you 
achieve a life that, for many, 
seems more like a fairy tale? 
As this question lingers in 
our minds – as the pain and 

loss of a pandemic remains, 
as uncertainty has never been 
more visible, and despair has 
never been felt more by the 
many who have lost their jobs, 
their loved ones, and their 
resources –, there is something 
that is ideally available to 
everyone: a firm and faithful 
Word, which brings into 
existence the life that many 
doubt exists. (John 14.6).

In Revelation 21.5, we can 
understand more about the 
Author of Life, who says: 
"Behold, I make all things 
new." Therefore, if there is a 
God who makes everything 
new, why not cling to Him? 
After all, his Spirit encourages 
us to reinvent ourselves and 
guides us to a new life that 
begins from the inside out. By 
receiving the Holy Spirit, we 
also receive an infinitely better 
interior, which reflects His 
character and promotes His 
fruits. (Galatians 5.22). Even 

in the face of difficulties, with 
Him, we find hope and not 
confusion (Romans 5.5), we 
draw strength from weakness 
(Romans 8.26), and we are not 
faced with a downcast spirit 
(2 Timothy 1.7). Still, with 
Him, we alleviate the pain and 
become free. (2 Corinthians 
3.17).

Those who enjoy these virtues 
are transformed by the renewal 
of the mind (Romans 12.2) and 
today are "able to experience 
and prove the good, acceptable 
and perfect will of God." And 
this occurs 365 days a year.
The difference starts within 
you. This time of year is a 
period of great emotion due to 
the holidays, and many people 
even cling to catchphrases like 
"new year, new life." They have 
been doing this for a long time 
and see it being the same thing 
every year or even worse. To 
have a truly different year, you 
need to take different actions. 

However, for this to happen, 
much more is required. They 
need to change their mind 
to know how to do the right 
thing. People want change in 
their love life, bank account 
numbers, and family, but they 
continue to have the same 
thoughts – and there is no way 
to have a new life or a different 
year if they don't have a change 
of mindset.

Why should you go to the 
New Year's Eve Vigil?
Who doesn't want a year full 
of peace, achievements, and 
happiness or lots of money in 
their pocket and good health? 
To obtain all this, many turn 
to different traditions. Here are 
some standard practices in the 
US: Times Square Ball Drop, 
Making Resolutions, New 
Year's Kiss, Hoppin' John, 
Auld Lang Syne, and Midnight 
Countdown, among others.

However, putting God first 

is the only action capable of 
blessing someone's year. We 
believe that Jesus must have 
priority in our lives and that 
if we give Him due honor 
and first place in everything, 
then He will also honor us in 
everything.

I believe everyone wants the 
New Year to be prosperous, and 
there is no better way to bless 
your next 365 days than by 
putting God before everything 
in your life. We often say that 
everything will work out when 
you put God first.

Therefore, regardless of 
whether you are a churchgoer 
or not, we invite everyone to 
participate in the Vigil "For a 
Brand New Life," which will 
take place in all Universal 
Churches on Sunday, 
December 31st, at 10 pm. See 
the back page for locations.

For most people, Christmas 
time is synonymous 
with celebration. During 

this period, many tried to 
bring the idea of unity, peace, 
and donation. They turned to 
consumerism, buying what they 
can and can't and investing in 

temporary joy. And, after the 
fun moments pass, there are 
often disastrous consequences: 
debts, accidents, and fights due 
to excessive drinking, among 
others.

The best way to avoid situations 

like these is to prioritize God 
in your life. He is the only one 
who can fill a space inside you 
that no gift, party, or person can. 
Jesus wants to celebrate his birth 
within you. When this happens, 
all his anguish disappears, and 
you become different. Maybe 
you have celebrated Christmas 
for many years, but nothing 
has changed about you. The 
true Christmas happens when 
He is born in us. Before getting 
together with your family, 
consider valuing what is spiritual 
and eternal. You will receive 

the presence of God and take it 
wherever you go.
Loneliness, sadness, anguish, 
doubts, and regrets - these are 
feelings that affect millions of 
people in the last weeks of the 
year. For everyone who suffers 
from these issues, the Lord Jesus 
has an invitation.

"He said: Come to me, those 
who are weary, oppressed, 
burdened, suffocated, 
distressed, and I will give you 
rest." He placed this Word; He 
placed this invitation. Jesus was 

the one who said this. He is 
inviting you to come to Him.
You don't want death. You want 
a different life but don't know 
how to get it. That's why you 
think of death as a solution. But 
the Spirit of God will take this 
pain away from you without 
you having to take your life. 
The Spirit of God will do this in 
your life! So, this end of the year, 
don't let depression dominate 
your spirit. Go to the Lord Jesus, 
and He will ease your anguish.

Do you want to know how to have the best Christmas of your life?
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universal beyond bars
You are not Alone!

I was in the news and was the drunkest driver in the 
history of the country. I was drinking alcohol from 
the age of eleven years old. From alcohol, I went to 

using drugs, says Jose. I then started using drugs; I was 
introduced to marijuana and cocaine, which I used for 
a long time before going on to crack. I was so addicted 
that my mind was used to having some hallucinations. 

So much so that when I did not have anything to drink 
or smoke or another drug, I would soak a piece of cloth 
in diesel, put it in a plastic bag, and sniff that in my 
day-to-day activities. I always wanted to have a sense of 
high; it came to the point that when I was at work (I 
would drive a truck), other truck drivers would mix a 
bunch of substances like cocaine, tablets, and Viagra in 
a bottle of some caffeinated drink so we could be out of 
our minds and handle the pressure of the job. 

Through this addiction, I lost many jobs; I have 
overturned trucks while driving and crashed them. I 

moved to another 
state, but that did not 
work out, and I was 
dismissed from that 
job, too. Instead of 
taking myself out of 
this situation, I went 
deeper and deeper. I 
wallowed in the mud; 
you could say I drank 
so much that my body 

and my face became swollen. I had taken so many drugs 
that I developed a heart problem, which made my heart 
swollen; it looked like I had an apple inside of my shirt. 

The doctor had given me only four months to live; even 
with medical treatment, it would’ve been tough; they 
wanted to take the blood, but how could it have been 
possible if I had more alcohol than blood in my veins? 

I was utterly drunk with no self-awareness, one day, 
on my trucking job, I was 
drinking and driving, and 
I was swerving in and out 
of the lanes, and the police 
had been called on me. Still, 
I vaguely remember that 
because I was so drunk, they 
had done the breathalyzer 

test on me, and from then, I got the name “the drunkest 
driver in the country.”

I was 4x over the drinking limit in the breathalyzer 
testing, and this was on the news. I could barely walk, 
and I was arrested. Eventually, my mom flew from 
another state to bail me out; and go back with her, 
she figured this would help me. But this was my rock 
bottom living in my mother’s house. I drank more and 
used more drugs, and when she was out working, I 
would even steal her things: her clothes, her money to 
pay bills, her motorcycle. I took it all and gave it to the 

drug dealers in exchange for drugs. One day, because 
of this problem, I suffered a heart attack. when I closed 
and opened my eyes again, I was in hell. I was not in a 
dream; there is a difference between dreams and reality, 
and I know what I saw and experienced very well. It 
was real, so REAL. I then remembered a brother who 
attended the Universal Church, which sponsors the 
UBB, and he had been free from the same addiction 
I had; at that moment, I went down on my knees and 
spoke to God. 

I said, “God, if You exist, do not let me end like this; I 
don’t want to die like this. Give me one more chance.” 
Then I woke up, and when I recalled all that had 
happened to me, I knelt at my mother’s feet and said 
forgive me for all the trouble I have done to you, and I 
told her I was going to the church right away. 

On my way out the door, my mom said, “Stop” Don’t 
go now, wait. I told her, “I must go now; I want to go 
now,” Jose recalls. My mom told me to get cleaned up 
first before I went because I was in a terrible state; I had 
used the bathroom on myself and hadn’t realized I was 
in my own feces, so I needed to take a bath and go clean 
and fresh to the church. 

The day I entered the church, I went straight to the 
altar and said, “ Lord, I surrender my life to You now. 
I have nothing, and You see, I don’t have anything, 
but I give You, my life. I came to the church on Dec 
29th, 2019, and my walk with Christ began; I hadn’t 
known that my mom and brother had participated in a 
campaign of faith on my behalf just the week before; It 
was the campaign of Mt. Sinai. 

I was ready for the next campaign and went in with 
such strength I did not know where it came from, and 
I put together my sacrifice and all my material and 
spiritual things. I fasted and went to God and told Him 
if You don’t change things for me and give me Your 
Spirit, I will not be able to do things on my own, and I 
would return to the old Jose. 

I cried out on the altar. God has mercy on me, bless 
me, give me and seal me with Your Spirit. After that 
day, my life completely changed. I met my wife in the 
Universal Church. I no longer drive trucks, but now the 
Holy Spirit gave my wife and me an idea, and we own 
a coffee shop. I had 
another vision from 
God, and we opened 
a restaurant, bought a 
house, and soon will 
build a house. God 
assured me that He 
saved me so I can save 
others through my 
testimony. I am a soul 
winner I help others and pass the word to them; this is 
all because of the Holy Spirit. Look how glorious this 
is; a country boy like me learned the goodness of God!

What is the True meaning of What is the True meaning of 
Christmas? Christmas? 

It’s that time of year again, the holiday season. 
I am sure it is a season that you are not looking 
forward to. You know your family will already 
gather to exchange gifts, they will have a nice 
meal together, and the list goes on. But what 
is the true meaning of this holiday? It’s to have 
the joy of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
The Scripture says,” 

““
“And the Angel answered 

and said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the 
Highest will overshadow 
you; therefore, also, that 

Holy One who is to be born 
will be called the Son of 

God.” Luke 1: 35
Christmas only happens when Jesus is born 
within a person. This Bible verse I shared with 
you is what the Angel said to Mary, and her 
Christmas was precisely this. To know that 
the Holy One would be born within her. If a 
person does not receive Jesus, there is no True 
Christmas. Christmas should not be about 
presents, food, the tree, decorations, etc., 
but real Christmas should be when a person 
encounters God. 

This holiday only comes around once every 
year, and for many, it is a sad moment. Think 
with me: how could the supposed day Jesus 
was born to be something saddening? It should 
never be but take this time to seek the Birth of 
Jesus inside you. That way, every day may be 
“Christmas,” and you will always have the Joy 
of the Savior living inside of you.

D.W.I Landed me Behind Bars 

“I never knew, things would get this far. If I did, I would’ve stopped doing this mess when I had the chance.”

Has this been in your thoughts? You have regrets, night and day. You know you messed up, but sometimes it’s hard to face it.

Send your letter or an E-Message to Bishop Joshua. He will personally read, and reply to you. You don’t need to walk alone. 
Mail your letter to: 7075 Southwest Freeway. Houston, TX 77074, and you can ask to be added to our E-Message list.

Include: First/Last Name, Inmate Number, Facility, City/State, & the Zip Code. 
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or almost two years, David Diaz’s 
nightly routine was tossing in bed from 
one side to the other. No matter how 

hard he tried, he couldn’t fall asleep. Instead of 
sleeping, all David could think about was the 
bills he had to pay.

TheThe insomnia began when he decided to leave 
an excellent job in the hospital to open his own 
company. David was confident, but reality 
turned out to be very different from his 
expectations. “When I bought the company, it 
was already behind on payments. When I took 
over, one problem after another appeared, and 
I didI didn’t know how to deal with it.”
take on several roles: management, customer 
service, finance, etc. The overload of work 
made his insomnia worse. “I was a one-person 
army. I did some contracts where my company 
needed to be available 24 hours daily. I worked 
day and night and lost count of how many 
hours I worked. When I took a day off, I 

I couldn’t sleep.” During another sleepless 
night, David made a decision: “I saw the 
Universal Church program on TV and 
decided to go back to the church.”

HeHe remembers that he returned to The 
Universal Church. "At the time, the 
pastor talked about a campaign of faith; 
it was an opportunity to turn my life 
around. I felt like a failure. The 
company was in debt, but 

I decided to give my all to God.”

MaMany people would criticize him, 
but soon they saw the results. The 
first change was overcoming 
sleepless nights. “I began to have 
peace and slept normally; I was sure 
I would solve my problems because 
God was in control.”

ShortlyShortly afterward, he began to sign 
more contracts. “I closed 23 contracts 
with 23 insurance companies. It gave 
momentum to the company, and I 
was able to pay off the debts.” 
According to him, other areas of his 
life transformed. “At the Universal 
ChChurch, I met my wife, Fernanda. 
God kept giving us ideas. Today, we 
have three stores, and we are 
considering continuing to expand. 
We also have a goat farm.”

Fernanda and David went through 
another challenge a few years ago. 
They wanted to have children, but a 
doctor said it wouldn’t be possible. 

b e c a m e 
p r e g n a n t 
with our 
t w i n 
daughters . 
The doctor 
said it was 
luck,luck, but I 
knew it was 
God.”

According to 
David, the 
transformati
ons in his life 
are the result 
of his faith. 
“My life 
c h a nc h a n g e d 
when I 
surrendered 
to God and 
obeyed His 
te a c h i n gs . 
He saved me 
ff r o m 
i n s o m n i a 
a n d 
transformed 
my entire 
life.”

“As we already gave our 
lives to God, we acted on 

faith and did not accept 
the diagnosis. Shortly 
after, our first daughter, 
who is five years old, 
arrived. Then, Fernanda 

F

Have your 
problems kept 

you up at night?
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TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 914-6086
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |

TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (682) 230-3592
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
DOWNTOWN DALLAS • 1508 Cadiz St., Dallas TX 75201 • (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON • 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226 • (347) 756-8339
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10467 
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 2045 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL 36107 • (334) 840-4656
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA
 

• COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
 BROADWAY • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019

LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave 
 

Long Beach, CA 90813 • (572) 955-8895
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 538-9346
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 688-9307
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave.Scottdale, GA 30079 • (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH • 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 • (912) 446-4914
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA

 
• FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609

MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI •

 
12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036

POMPANO BEACH •
 

1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064 • (754) 212-7878
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407)

 
462-3026

WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, Upper level (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 • (769) 218-9472
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, NV 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657

UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 914-6086
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141
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GREENVILLE • 1601 Rutheford St. South Carolina 29609 • (864) 551-8651 


