EXODUS 33:15

hen friends surrounded me, I
seemed happy, but when I got
home, I was afraid and sank

deeperinto addictions. (Fullstory dp_.gé_ge 7). :

e -
T L2
R £

= SPECIA

This time, The Fast of Daniel

Page 2 her 19to L will focus on what is written

Bishop \ " I in Exodus 33:11. The goal is to

. ; help each person to (re)build
Edir Macedo ‘ : el

this relationship of intimacy

Without form - with the Most High in order to
and void o = enjoy His Presence.
. (Read full article on page 6)

QP SPONSORED BY THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH




OPINIONS

| INTHIS EDITION |

Campaign of Israel on
Mount Sinai

Everything we conquer with God is
achieved through faith that is exercised and put
into practice. It doesn't make sense to know the
Word of God and His promises without seeing
the benefits in one's life or their fulfillment. Nei-
ther does it make sense for someone to profess
faith without the courage to act upon it. Only
when we put faith into action it becomes alive
and causes changes and great things to happen.

God was already on Mount Sinai when
Moses decided to make an effort to climb it. He
was waiting for Moses to sacrifice to ascend the
mountain to meet Him. In return, He blessed
Moses with His presence and guaranteed the
Children of Israel the promised land. But Moses
had to sacrifice.

A sacrifice demonstrates a robust and
unshakable belief in something or someone. It
is different from just believing in God's Word
and doing good in the world. It is an act of total
surrender and trust. It establishes communion
between the giver and their God as the giver
demonstrates their total dependence on the Lord.
The giver will attain not just blessings beyond
their imagination, but above all, an intimate re-
lationship with Him through the presence of the
Holy Spirit Himself within them.

This is the purpose of the Campaign of
Israel at Mount Sinai that is taking place at ev-
ery Universal Church nationwide. It is for those
who want to possess not just the "promised land"
but desire to receive the "promised presence," the
Holy Spirit, for inner and complete change. God
is the same today as He was in the past and still
honors those who act upon His word with faith
through sacrifice. If you would like to participate
or get more information, visit a local branch near
today or call us.

BEATING DEPRESSION |

Depression is a sadness felt in the
deepest part of one's soul. It causes a sense
of hopelessness and exhaustion so great that
a person loses the motivation to do anything
and some to live at all. It is a sickness of the
soul. But who can heal the soul other than
the Savior of Souls, the Lord Jesus?

On Fridays, at every Universal
Church, we have a service for Deliverance
from Depression. Visit a branch near you
today. Make a Chain of Prayer by attending
a prayer meeting near you for seven con-
secutive weeks. You will receive practical
steps, counseling, and spiritual help through
prayers to overcome. You won't regret it.

There are thousands of testimoni-
als worldwide that prove a Chain of Prayer
works. You, too, CAN defeat depression!

DEPRESSION

Call 1.888.332.4141

Text 1.888.312.4141

For more information
SEE PAGE 12 FOR LOCATIONS

Stripped

od didn't call just any man to deliver Israel out

of Egypt; He called Moses; A man who possessed

Egyptian culture, the military knowledge acquired

in Egypt, and all the wisdom and knowledge that
Egyptian wealth and power provided. All these abilities had
and have relevant value to the world but not to God and His
purposes.

If Moses had used his knowledge and strategies in
war and allied himself with other people for this purpose,
he would certainly not have been able to free the enslaved
people. It had to be with God's ability, received at Sinai.

Now we understand the meaning of God's first
words to Moses: "Take off your sandals..." That is, you have
to strip yourself of your knowledge, of the acquired culture,
of human wisdom, of the concepts of the world in which you
live, and put on My will, My direction, My word.

There are certain things to solve and conquer that
our wisdom, culture, concept, diverse resources, and, above
all, religiosity can never bring the solution; it will never lead
us to conquer. Like Moses, we have to strip ourselves, listen-
ing to the Voice of faith, the call of God.

This Voice of faith, the call of God, is always accom-
panied by the request for a sacrifice that, in turn, contradicts
the culture of the world, human wisdom, knowledge ac-
quired in a university, and family ties and generates internal
conflicts.

Let's look at some examples:

- To Abraham, God pleaded, "Get out of your country,
from your kindred, and your father's house, and go to a
land that I will show you yet." Later, the same Voice asked
him to sacrifice his son, Isaac.

- For Abel, the Voice of Faith asked for the sacrifice of his
first animal.

- For Gideon, this Voice asked for his father's second ox.

- For Hannah, the Voice of Faith asked her first son, Samu-
el, to serve God.

- For Zacchaeus, the Voice of Faith asked for the sacrifice
of half of his possessions and the restitution quadrupled of
what he had stolen from the people.

- For Mary, this Voice asked for pouring a vase of the most
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precious perfume on the feet of Jesus.

- For Peter, the Voice of Faith asked him to give up his
work, the wonderful catch he had just done, and become a
fisher of souls.

All of these heard the call, so they were chosen by
God, chosen for His purposes. Through them, God did won-
ders and wonders. God marked these men's and women's
lives, for they saw the wonders of the Most High, enjoyed the
promises, and conquered what wisdom, culture, and knowl-
edge could never give them.

Friend, take the sandals off your feet. Whoever
wants to climb Sinai has to leave behind their degrees, ex-
perience, wisdom, religiosity, fame, culture, family ties, etc.
You have to be stripped down to go up! IT'S A SACRIFICE!!

When Moses came down from Sinai, he came down
differently. God Himself now empowered him to overcome
what was once the greatest power in the world, "Egypt.”
What Moses could never do with his resources, he could do
with the God he met at Sinai.

You will achieve what you could never achieve by
your or the resources of this life if you ascend Sinai totally
stripped down!

Make the SACRIFICE that the Voice of Faith asks
of you, heed God's call, and become a chosen one! Exchange
your ability for God's ability; exchange the world's ability for
God's one.

said.

"I thought about dying, but | didn't
have the courage to take my life."

shadows and even talked to them,” she I got very sick and thought about dy-

ing, but I didnt dare to take my life

Maria Bezerra has had a life of great suf-
fering since her childhood. She strug-
gled with health problems, losses, and
depression. Read her story of deliver-
ance.

Maria Bezerra was born unable to
breathe. Less than a month after her
birth, doctors discovered she had asth-
ma. “My childhood was harrowing.
Since I was a baby, I suffered from asth-
ma. When I was less than one month
old, I had a very severe attack in which
I stopped breathing completely. I had to
receive cardiopulmonary resuscitation
to come back to life and start breathing
again. As a child, I suffered from para-
normal activity. I saw figures and heard
voices; I lived amid disturbance. If that
wasn't enough, my parents also saw evil

When everything no longer seemed to
make sense, another problem took over
the family: losing a family member.
“My sister died when she was just five
years old. It caused a lot of pain to the
family. I moved away from home as a
teenager, but when I got older, I moved
back to my hometown, began working,
married, and had children. But my hus-
band mistreated me, and we ended up
separating. I raised my children alone. I
felt very empty and sad due to that situ-
ation. I looked at my past and couldn’t
deal with more loss and suffering. I re-
married but still had problems in my
marriage and got divorced. It was then
that the emptiness I felt in my soul be-
came even worse,” said Maria.

Emptiness in the soul exists in those
who have not yet known God or re-
ceived his Spirit. That’s why so many
people live looking for a reason to live.
They get married, separate, and achieve
things, but they still wish to be fulfilled.
The only one who fills our being is the
Holy Spirit.

because I knew that my children need-
ed me. My rock bottom was the day I
had nothing to give my children to eat.
Around this time, I received an invita-
tion to come to the Universal church,
but I had many doubts due to the fake
news about the church. Even so, I went
to church and made a vow to God that
day. God answered me that very same
day. I received payment for a job I had
done and was waiting for, and a friend
also made a purchase and asked for it
to be delivered to my home. From
then, my life started to move forward.
[ started seeing things work out for me.
I later moved to the United States and
remained connected with the church. I
participated in the deliverance meetings
and got delivered from all evil. I under-
stood the importance of the Holy Spirit
and decided to surrender and seek Him
with all my strength. I prayed at dawn,
made resolutions, and got the answer.
Today, I have the most precious asset
anyone can have, which is the presence
of God within my being, and I am a
new woman,” she concluded happily.
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“DOCTORS DIAGNOSED ME WITH
CANCER AT THE AGE OF FOUR.”

At the age of 4, they found out that I had cancer in my ovary.
It was shocking because I was little and had this disease. Doctors said this is common
only among adults. My mother came to the Universal Church and used her faith on
my behalf. The pastors also went to the hospital to pray for me.

When we went for one of my checkups, the
doctor found nothing. The doctor told my '.#
| mother to continue attending this church i |

- oy

\ 3 because it worked. I am healed! Four-year-old Jenifer
\ in the hospital.
Pictures of Jenifer's ovary
before (left), and after (right).

“THE BACK PAINS ARE GONE”

| had terrible back pains. | didn't know where the pain came
from; | even started telling others about it. With my decision to
start attending services in this ministry, | learned about the
Divine water and followed the instructions. Eventually, the
back pains left my body. | can even see more properly today
after using the Divine water.

Learn to apply your faith in order
to face your problems!

GET YOUR DIVINE WATER
EVERY SUNDAY

at your nearest Universal Church

If you have received a challenging diagnosis, exercise your faith.
*The Universal Church warns that you should never ignore medical treatment.
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BISHOP JOSHUA

I I ave you had this experience with someone who only

remembers you in their time of trouble or needs?

Once your phone rings and you see that name, you
know they are in danger or need something from you.

If we are human beings and recognize such a person,
don’t you think God identifies the same thing? And how
do you think He feels about it? Of course, God is merciful
and comes to the aid of many who only call upon Him
when they need help. But this kind of person will only
receive the crumbs (little blessings) and never the bread (the
true miracles).

If you put God first, then He will put you first. As the Bible
mentions: “But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”
(Matthew 6:33)

Many only remember God when they are in trouble and
fall into the pit. Then they say, “Oh my God, help me.” But
by then, it’s too late. When they were okay, they didn’t
remember God.

I advise you to do something different this time. Start
making simple changes to show God you are putting Him
first. For example, before doing anything, talk with God
through prayer first thing in the morning. Spare some time
to read His Word daily (the only true way to know Him).
Pri- oritize Him above your spouse, children, job, hobbies,
and everything else.

I’m not telling you to become religious, but 'm telling
you to put “first things first,” as they say. Just like in life, we
all put our priorities first. Make your relationship with God
your number one priority. If you are willing to do it, I can
guarantee you that you will have a great year and a great life.

And if you need a bonus, you will also gain eternal life.

May the God of the Bible bless you.

4
SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD...

Have you ever fought for something that seemed impossible to achieve?
Those who fought and won know that victory does not come without
g y
sacrifice. The same goes for faith. What's the point of knowing it exists if
you don't use it correctly? The Campaign of Israel is like an “Olympics of
Faith:” Many make dreams come true and solve problems, while others
y p
fail. Those who have not yet won have not understood what “their every-
y Y
thing” was, which they should leave on the Altar. This story shows where
g 4 Yy

Aline (picture below) went wrong before realizing the truth..

was a member of the Universal Church for some time. I always want-
Ied to change my professional reality, so I put that and other things

ahead of what I should pursue. When the campaign of Israel came
up, I took it as an opportunity to receive my dream, which was a financial
blessing because I wanted this blessing so much. On the day of the cam-
paign, I left work, put my whole salary in the envelope, and placed it on
the altar, requesting God to bless my financial life.

My ‘everything’ in this campaign was actually ‘more than everything,
as I did extra work, sold desserts, and did other things to sacrifice even
more financially. My biggest mistake was thinking this was the true sacri-
fice God wanted from me.

I had set professional goals and wanted to make my dreams come true
with good intentions. However, even though I gave my financial sacrifice,
I realized that something more important was missing; I hadn’t put the
most important thing as a sacrifice on the altar, which was myself. I al-
lowed my earthly goals to be in the first place.

I knew what was needed to give myself entirely to God. How could I
sacrifice myself to God if I didn’t have the Holy Spirit? I began to want
His Spirit more than anything, and when the next Campaign of Israel
came up. I didn't even think about the other things I wanted so much; I
only wanted to have the Spirit of God inside me.

A biblical passage caught my attention: ‘But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you’
(Matthew 6:33). Even without realizing it, I disobeyed this teaching.

I decided to put that Bible verse into practice and seek the Holy Spirit
in my life. When I did that, The Word in the Bible materialized in my
life. By prioritizing the Holy Spirit, all those dreams I had been anxious
for came true after I decided to put God first. God gave me His Spirit,
the most vital blessing in my life. On top of that, my life is also filled with
blessings, including professionally.

My job fulfills me, but my objective has changed; God is first in my
life. My life glorified God at work, and everyone who sees me thinks this
was my request in the Campaign of Israel. However, this results from
putting God first; He adds everything else we need. All the blessings are
great, but nothing compares to having the Holy Spirit in me.

Aline Mello



N FAITH IN ACTION
What's happening at the Universal

Wandile and his depended on handouts
from good Samaritans after his father was
retrenched from a job after 40 years.

His father had worked and lived in Jo-
hannesburg, while his mother took care
of Wandile and his other siblings in the

homelands.

“My father sent us money by month-end
so my mother could buy food and other
things we needed. We lacked nothing, even
though my father was the only one work-
ing. However, life became an uphill battle
when my father left work. He was forced to
come back home and without an income.
Life became difficult for us. My mother
had to take on underpaying jobs to make
ends meet,” said Wandile.

His mother cleaned houses, but her salary
was insufficient for their needs. “This was
the lowest point of our lives. We some-
times did not have food in the house, and
she could not afford to buy us new clothes.
We lived on handouts from our relatives
and neighbors. We lived in that situation
for almost six years until my father received

his old age social security payments,” said
Wandile.

Wandile left his hometown and moved
to Cape Town in search of greener pas-
tures. However, life went differently than
planned. He struggled to find a permanent
job for almost two years.

“I only relied on temporary jobs. I later
moved to Johannesburg, but things did not

Church...

In search of
a better life

get any easier. I stayed with my relatives
and depended on them financially. I later
got a job as a security guard, and things
improved as I could take care of myself,”

he said.

One day, he saw the church’s program on
TV, and the testimonies caught his atten-
tion. He then decided to attend services at
the Universal Church because he wanted
God to change his life just as He had done
for those he saw on the church’s program.
Wandile not only had financial problems,
but he also suffered from ulcers.

“I went to many doctors and many places
in search of healing. I tried all I could, but
none of that healed me,” he said.

A pastor in the church advised him to make
a Chain of Prayer for his life to change. He
began attending the Monday services for
his finances to improve and the Tuesday
service for his healing. “I trusted in God
and believed in His miracles and that my

life would change,” he said.

“That same year, the Campaign of Israel
was introduced, and even though I had no
in-depth understanding of the Campaign, I
still took part. God honored my faith. The
following year, I got a job as a police officer,
and God continued to show His power in
my life,” he said.

Wandile met his wife, Ncumisa, in the
church, and they got married after dat-
ing for one year. They were blessed with a
daughter. His finances improved, and he
was able to buy himself a car. “In 2020,
I was promoted to a sergeant. But out of
everything that God has blessed me with,
nothing surpasses the presence of God, the
Holy Spirit, in my life. Without Him, I can
do nothing. The peace I have inside of me

is inexplicable,” - Wandile.

I Gave up My Rotten

For a long time, Sandra Maria desired a new life but
thought it would be impossible to achieve it. See how
Sandra’s life transformed from a life of shame to a life of
honor.

“T was born and raised on a farm. I worked in the fields
and only studied until fourth grade,” she recalls. As a
child, she also suffered from seizures, which limited her.
In addition, her parents needed to spend their income on
the treatment of her illness.

At 19, Sandra became involved with a married man and
got pregnant. It was the beginning of a love life marked
by disappointments. “I received an offer to become a
prostitute. At that time, I thought that, in addition to
eing able to offer the best to my son, men would no lon-
being able to offer the best to my Id nol
ger use me for free. But I soon became very frustrated.”

Sandra’s suffering multiplied. “I felt an emptiness inside
of me. I was disgusted with myself and had constant
nightmares. At night, I would feel as if I was being suffo-
cated. I had insomnia, headaches, panic syndrome, and
complexes.”

Maria also felt unappreciated by her family: “I lost my
two brothers in an accident, and my mother said it was
better if I had died in their place. I couldnt keep my
commitments and lied a lot. I kept hiding from who I
was. Faced with so much rottenness, I thought I couldn’
be forgiven, and all was lost.”

Sandra had grown tired of being who she was. One day,
after receiving an eviction order to leave the house where
she lived, she saw the Universal Church program on TV.
“At the church, I saw a testimony of life transformation,
and the Pastor said that God could also transform mine.
Right away, I made a vow to God that I would stop being
a prostitute and have a new life with Him. I was at rock
bottom, and that's when God appeared to me.” Sandra
says she arrived at the Universal Church and surrendered
at the Altar.“I gave up my rotten life in exchange for ev-
erything God promised to give me. As time passed, I got
to know God and received His forgiveness and the Holy
Spirit. God made me a new woman.”

Sandra's life changed again through the sacrifice in the
Campaign of Israel. “I became a successful woman. I now
have two clinics, cars, and land. Today, I am respected
and valued by my family.

- Sandra
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"And the Lord spoke to
Moses face to face, as a
man speaks to his friend
(...)" (Exodus 33:11). How
long has it been since you
talked to God intimately?
How long has it been since
you heard Him speak like a
friend speaks to you?

Every day, the human
being's routine is more
chaotic, with of
information being poured
in minute by minute and
countless
appearing in each person's
life. There are news, social
networks, series, current
and fake news distributed
via social media, gossip
about celebrities — in
addition to all the bills
to pay, family problems,
overwork, home care, etc.
Bombarded by all this,
dedicating
to spiritual life becomes
challenging. It is even
more difficult to listen
to what God says to
them. Currently, taking
care of your relationship
with God requires effort
and attention. Still, not
everyone realizes this — on
the contrary, many allowan
abyss to be created between

tons

distractions

themselves

them and the Almighty.
This distance between
Creator and creature

gener ates

a feeling of
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incompleteness in human
beings. The lack of
intimacy with God causes a
lack of peace, serenity, and
even hope and strength to
win daily battles, as Bishop
Renato Cardoso explained:
"The reason for people to
feel so far from God and
so empty, so lost is because
of the information of this
life takes them over, the
information from here
[

Because of this, it is
necessary  to
from all the information
that society pushes into

abstain

a fast of information so
that we can dedicate more
time to God's thoughts."
In several biblical passages,
God guides human beings
to strengthen communion
with Him, even if this
makes man move away
from what is worldly.
"That is to say, God tells
us to immerse ourselves in
His Word, but who does
that today? Today, we are
immersed in information
from the world, especially
on the internet," he says.

This The

time, Daniel

The Holy Spirit is the mind of

God; He is the One who leads

us to faith. Without Him, we
can't be saved.

each person's mind -
information that mostly

does not bring anything

good. Thus, between
November 19th and
December 10th, the

Universal Church will
campaign to favor this
mental and  spiritual
hygiene: the Fast of Daniel.

What is the Fast of Daniel?
This period of 21 days "is

Fast will focus on what is
written in Exodus 33.11.
The goal is to help each
person  (re)build  this
intimate relationship with
the Almighty to enjoy His
Presence. It is good to
clarify that God never stops
speaking to each person.
Still, it is each person's
choice to dedicate their
attention to the excessive
noise that the world makes

<.

or to the Voice that comes
from Above. By closing
one's ears and eyes to
everything  dispensable,
one can focus on the Voice
of God and then listen to
what He has to say, as one
would listen to a friend
- and, in this case, not a
friend: any, but one more
than extraordinary.

This way, "you will leave
what is unnecessary, and
the time that will be left you
will invest in meditating
on the Word of God,
on biblical content. You
will stay tuned to church
meetings. You will pray
more, fast, talk to people
of faith about matters of
faith, and read Christian
books; in short, you will
invest in your spiritual life
for 21 days. And then you
will see what will happen
in your life." And for those
who don't yet have the
Holy Spirit, this is the ideal

chance to have Him.

Perhaps you have heard
about the Holy Spirit but
still don't understand why
Heis necessary. Bishop Edir
Macedo reinforces that the
Holy Spirit is the Spirit of
Faith that leads everyone
to truth and justice.
According to him, many
are lost and suffocated by
doubts because they do not

have Him as an Instructor
on Earth and as a Guide
to Salvation. "The Holy
Spirit is the mind of God;
He is the One who leads us
to faith. Without Him, we
can't be saved", he says.

"Living in this world
and maintaining faith
without the Holy Spirit is
impossible because He is
the truth, and only He can
direct us. Upon receiving
the Holy Spirit, the person
will be sealed, stamped,
and untouchable because
He is their protector and
guide, guarding them from

all evil", adds Bishop.

However, to have this
miracle in your life, there
must be a total and spiritual
surrender to the Altar of
God, which will bring you
peace, wisdom, and faith.
"He is the One who speaks
and convinces about right
and wrong. And that is
why He is fundamental
to our Salvation, as He
enlightens us and gives us
the
concludes Bishop Macedo.

direction we need",

Visit the Universal Church
closest to you today and
start getting closer to God
as soon as possible so that,
ultimately, you can hear
him face to face.
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Everything we want and need is
not far from God but close to Him.
Everything we need for life (direction,
health, protection, answers) we find
in the presence of God and not far
from Him. Therefore, we must get
closer to Him to achieve something
from God. This is the Spirit of this
purpose. It is a purpose of prayer and
meditation on the Word of God."

How God reveals Himself to those
"Then the Lord
to Moses, Come up to Me on the

interested: said
mountain, and stay there; and I will
give you the tables of stone, and the
law, and the commandments that I
have written, to teach them" Exodus

24:12

"This invitation from God for Moses
to climb the mountain is the invitation
that God himself is making to people
who want to hear His voice. God
wanted to talk to Moses but couldn't
talk to him down there, where he was
in the middle of people's problems.
To speak to Moses, He needed to
take Moses from among those people
to an isolated place so that he could
hear his voice. And this is exactly the
purpose of the Journey of Faith' and
the 'Daniel Fast".

In the past, God spoke, but not
everyone could hear Him because
to hear God's voice, there was a
condition: whoever wanted to listen
to Him had to seek Him had to go
up. And God did not consider the
fact that Moses was already old. And,
nowadays, God speaks. When we see
disoriented people saying: 'T don't
know what to do,' it is not because of
a lack of God speaking but because
the person does not have ears to hear
His voice. God is Spirit, so if anyone
wants to hear Him, he cannot be in

the flesh."

Therefore, to "ascend" to God, we
have to leave this distraction of the
world, just as Moses left the people.

Join us in this Journey of Faith and
receive the greatest blessing, which
is the presence of God. See the back

page for locations.

t's common to see Maria
Iwith a smile on her face,

but she says it wasn't always
like that. She grew up with her
nine siblings. She experienced
fights and physical attacks due
to her father's addiction, who
was an alcoholic. She left home
very early to get rid of that
scenario: "There was a point in
my life when I couldn't bear
to suffer any longer and, at 14,
I got involved with someone
just to leave home. At 19, I got
pregnant and had my daughter.
When she was one year old, I
separated, and my world ended
there."

Maria moved with her
daughter to another city and
started attending the Universal
Church. She remembered that,
as a child, she sporadically went
to meetings with her older
sister, and upon arriving in the
city, another sister invited her
to go to the House of the Most
High. "I became involved with
the things of God. A year later,
I was already an assistant, but
I was missing the main thing,
which was the Holy Spirit. 1
hadn't realized this then, and
after seven years, I left the
church and moved away."

She states that it seemed like
everything was going well in
the first year of her separation
from God. Stll, after two
years, she drinking,
smoking, having nights out,
and
with men and women. "No
relationship worked. 1 was
betrayed or betrayed. I started
getting involved with married

was

having  relationships

men, and to satisfy my needs,
I got involved with a man
and a woman simultaneously.
When friends surrounded me,
I seemed happy, but when I
got home, I was afraid and
sank deeper into addictions. I
started smoking two packs of
cigarettes a day. I drank every
night. I wasn't sleepy, and,
out of fear, I left the light on
because, when I turned it off,
I felt like someone was coming
to suffocate me. I became very
aggressive and was always in
trouble," she details.

She says that once, on her way
back from work, when getting
off the subway, a passenger
asked her if she didn't know
which side she was on. "That
was enough for me to grab her
head and hit the iron undil I
saw the blood come down, and
someone took me off her. I was
a bomb that would explode at
any moment."

After her daughter got married
and left home, she no longer
saw a reason to live and began
planning her suicide. She lived
in the same building where
one of her sisters had thrown
herself from the tenth floor.
Maria believed there was only
one solution for her: falling
from the eighth floor. "The
devil had put it in my head
that there was no way for me
anymore. [ started thinking
that death would bring me
peace and that, like my sister, I
would t00," she says.

She says that, in addition to
her sister's suicide, she had
already been through other
traumatic events: her father was
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murdered in front of her, he
was shot in the throat, and
her mother died sick beside
her. "My biggest pain was
remembering that I had
served God in the past and
that when my mother got
sick, I couldn't do anything
for her. In the 12 years I was
away from Universal, many
events made me think there
was no solution for my life",
she declares.

With these thoughts, she
cut part of the apartment's
protective
determined to jump when her
sister spotted her and ran to
prevent the worst. "When she
arrived at the apartment, she
said: 'Let's go to Universal'.
It was a Saturday night, and I
had already drunk a lot. She
knocked on my apartment on
Sunday, and I said I wouldn't
go. She turned her back on me,
and I ran after her," she recalls.

screen and was

It was in this that
Maria arrived at Universal.
She confesses that she was
determined not to return home
if she didn't become free from
the sadness and would throw
herself beneath the first car
she saw. Still, she heard a word
from the pastor that opened
her eyes. "He read a biblical
passage that says that nothing
can separate him who knows
Him from the love of God
(Romans 8.38-39). I thought I
had known Him, but I realized
I hadn't. I passed by the Altar
that day and came down
different, lighter. I understood
that I needed to know God,"
she says.

state

She  persevered in  the
deliverance  meetings  on
Fridays and felt better and
better. She freed herself from
the desire to smoke, drink, and
commit suicide, was baptized
in water, and wanted more
than anything to receive the
Spirit of God into her life. "I
participated in a campaign of
faith, and when this happened,
I felt immense peace and joy.
I understood that nothing
would take me away from
God and that if one day I left
Him, it was because I didn't
have Him; otherwise, I would
never have left Him. That day,
I felt the embrace of God, who
called me his daughter. How
can such a big God dwell in
the small being that I am?" she

questions.
She says what conclusion
she came to: "God worked

tremendously. He gave me a
happy marriage and rebuilt
my life, and today, I have
peace; I'm not afraid of the
dark. I don't need to drink to
forget my problems or smoke
to erase my anxiety. I am
happy because my joy comes
from within, comes from
God. I never thought God
would accept me because of
everything I did in the past,
but He accepted me and
made me happy."



UNIVERSAL BEYOND BARS

You are not Alone!
LANE MURRAY GATHERING OF FAITH AND MIRACLES

n Tuesday, November 17th, UBB (Universal Beyond

Bars) held an event at the Lane Murray. Prison Unit.
These events aim to promote posmve change and gather
through the Word
of God. What made
this event stand out
is that the volunteers
had the privilege of
hosting Thanksgiving
lunch for a little over
150 The
feedback they received |
was incredible while | k :
the volunteers walked
around,

inmates.

offering

prayer and counseling. Many of the women at the Unit
had not had a holiday celebration like the one they had
in years. One woman said that even at home, she never
experienced a family moment like this on Thanksgiving.

After being asked what
the
them, one lady shared:
“I was always the one
to bring my family
together since I've been
locked up; they have
not celebrated together.
They havent even had
lunch or dinner together. It hurts me because I could be
doing this with them if T weren’t in here. It’s nice to be
able to be here with my new family on a day like this.”

- Inmate of Lane Murray Unit

event meant to

The reality of life behind bars isnota des1rable one. Many
inmates  experience [

the hard truth of
prison; many describe
“nothing like
the movies.” That’s
why any opportunity
UBB has to change *
that reality is taken |
full-heartedly. ~ The |

volunteers  prepared |

it as

tables with thematic decorations and served a buffet-
style lunch, including grilled chicken, white gravy, yellow
rice, dinner rolls, potato salad, and dessert chocolate and
vanilla cake. They also served iced tea for the beverage.
There was lots of dancing and singing. Even some of the
guards were enJoymg the music and environment.

After the lunch, everyone helped prepare the room for the
most critical part, the Word of Faith ministered by Bishop
Bira Joshua. The event was called; “Gathering of Faith
and Miracles”. As many of the women inside the prison
are mothers, the event began with a prayer for the family;
Bishop Bira Joshua called forward Pastor David Dauda, who
is ahead of the YPG (Youth Power Group) to show what
happens in a YPG gathering.

He then made a special prayer for the families of those
women. While they are in prison, their family members
are also “in prison” due to being far from their loved ones
and suffering alongside those behind bars. A few inmates
presented their talents as a form to thank God and the UBB.
Three ladies signed a dance piece to the song “Goodness of

God.”

They were complimented with a show of hands afterward.
The event then moved on to a deliverance prayer, focused
on those spiritually attacked and suffering from paranormal
activity. Those who felt comfortable coming to the Altar
and sharing what they have been through did. One of the
ladies shared, ‘I hear voices, I've been hearing them since
1 was a child, it was one of these voices that told me to
commit the crime, and I listened.” - Inmate of Lane Murray
Unit. The aftermath was terrific after the deliverance was
ministered and determined by faith. One of the ladies who
participated in the deliverance prayer said, T used to cug

gave me a sense of relief, but it lasted not even seconds. Now,
after they prayed for my spiritual freedom, my deliverance, I
feel a relief, a freedom I haven't felt in all the 43 years of my
life. I feel at peace and like a weight has been lifted off my
shoulders. I no longer need to cut. I feel God has freed me
to today” - Inmate of Lane Murray Unit. If all of what had
happened up until that moment wasn't enjoyable enough,
then came the central part of the event, the message of faith,
which was based on the verse:

(14

So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.
Everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to
him who knocks, it will be opened. If a son asks for bread
from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or
will he give him a serpent instead of a fish if he asks for a
fish? Or will he offer him a scorpion if he asks for an egg? If
you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him! - Luke 11:9-13

Bishop Bira Joshua spoke about the importance of secking
salvation seeking true peace, which comes from the Holy
Spirit. If a father is willing to give anything for his children,
how much more wouldn’t the Heavenly Father give to those
who seek Him? A strong testimony was played to show that
what was being spoken about was an achievable blessing!
The “Gathering of Faith and Miracles” was met at the end
with seeking the Holy Spirit prayer and worship. Toward
the very last moments, Bishop Bira Joshua called forward
the Units chaplain and the guards to pray for each one of
them, to thank them for opening their doors and allowing
this great work to be done.

Due to unit organization and safety purposes, Bishop Bira
Joshua and a couple of volunteers made sure to visit some of
the inmates who couldn’t attend the event beforehand. He
went to each cell door to speak with them and offer spiritual
support. A prayer was made for their family, deliverance,
well-being, and cases. Universal Beyond Bars takes extra
steps to include everyone and anyone in their projects. UBB
looks forward to hosting many events like this and giving
to these units
what is sometimes
overlooked by
many. Something
that stands
when  speaking &
to the inmates is |
that they miss the
small things in life:
talking to their |
sharing

out

relatives,
a meal with those

they love most,

walking barefoot in the grass on a sunny day, car rides...
Hearing them say that these are some of the aspects of life
outside of prison that they miss the most makes us all re-
think what we have been doing with our own time. Its
safe to say the event was a success and that many lives were

touched through the Power of God.

“I never knew ’rhmgs would get fhls far. If 1 did, I would've stopped doing this mess when | had the chance.”
Has this been in your thoughts? You have regrets, night and day. You know you messed up, but sometimes it’s hard to face it.

Send your letter or an E-Message to Bishop Joshua. He will personally read, and reply to you. You dont need to walk alone.
Mail your letter to: 7075 Southwest Freeway. Houston, TX 77074 and you can ask to be added to our E-Message list.

Include: First/Last Name, Inmate Number, Facility, City/State, & the Zip Code.



AN YOUTH IN ACTION

wOJO YOUNG

¥PGUSA)  POINEREL

Meeting new people, helping the community,
and reaching out to'those who have fallen ;
the YPG is available to guide young adults to
realize their future!

One of the 50 states of 5]
\_\eae America is known for DID YOU KNOW?=
\ “e o its beautiful beaches— Because the island is about 2000 miles
h—(‘!‘! *  some with unusual colors. from the US mainland, Hawaii has its
¥ The YPG is present and own time zone !!
enjoying themselves with P— _ : 1t

many people there. See

some fun things they do!!
(/ —

¢“\ "The YPG OF HAWALII is taking
«a‘ care of our present & visualizing

o 4  our future."
“ “\‘,‘ g

- Coordinator/Pastor Tiago Pacheco Meaning, you have no choice but to
ask what time is it =

LOOK WHO THE YPG MET IN NY!

Apart from the mayor of NYC, the YPG
was able to spend time with many
politicians and learn more about the
importance of our Spanish Heritage and
how to help the community.

"Before coming to the YPG, I had everything .  had my parents in my life and friends
; I'was a spoiled child, but I was severely depressed to the point I wanted to kill myself;
I even tried to hang myself. I did not see a purpose to be alive anymore . Until I came to
the YPG and learned I had to speak openly about my problems . I saw other youths ’
lives being changed , which pushed me to fight for a better me. Now I’m free from
depression and have peace every day. I no longer want to commit suicide, and I’m able
to tell youths about my life."

_m_ "WE'RE NOT JUST Q
" A GROUP, WE'RE A [
-2 LIFESTYLE "

YPG USA YPG USA

SCAN ME

O 1-888-332-4141




UNIVERSAL MEDIA I )

STAY ENCOURAGED WITH DAILY PROGRAMS

Campaign of Revolt
on Mount Sinai

Join the bishops and pastors Monday
to Friday at 9:45pm ET in this
Journey of Faith to Mount Sinai.

WAYS TO WATCH ULFN:

NEW YORK, CHANNEL 42.2
HOUSTON TX, CHANNEL 28.1
DALLAS TX, CHANNEL 28.1
CHICAGO IL, CHANNEL 24.2
ATLANTA GA, CHANNEL 16.1
MILWAUKEE WI, CHANNEL 38.3
LAS VEGAS NV, CHANNEL 19.2
NEW ORLEANS LA, CHANNEL 22.2
ORLANDO FL, CHANNEL 50.1
CLEVELAND OH, CHANNEL 28.1
SOUTH FLORIDA, CHANNEL 18.1
CHARLOTTE NC, CHANNEL 21.2

m ROKU TV / PLAYER

Add ULFN to your list of channels.

- |
Teaty |

s APPS (APPLE & ANDROID)

living faith network Q

iPhone/iPad users: Download
from the App Store
Android users: Download from
Google Play

e

Access our website:

watch.ulfn.org

1o

UNIVERSAL

ONLINE RADIO

-
P

,-"Ci\ MRS

Ve feuss SR
MOUNIESTNALY =

# Download on the
S App Store

3

.- \;J‘-.
- “JourNEY

“"FamH

#Monday to Friday. at 9:45pm ET
@ LFN- NY Channel 42-2

.'

ULFN PROGRAMS SCHEDULE (ET)

SHOWDOWN OF FAITH | 7am
with Bishop Joshua

THE AM SHOW | 9am

STOP SUFFERING | 12pm
with Pastor Diego

OVERCOMING DEPRESSION
2pm with Pastor Edwin

BREAKING THE SILENCE | 3pm

FIGHTING THE UNSEEN ENEMY
4pm with Bishop David

MOSES & THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS | 7pm

GENESIS | Spm
THE RICH AND LAZARUS | TIipm

LET THERE BE LIGHT
12am with Pastor Samuel

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
GET ITON

Google Play

(universal online radio Q) (Iiving faith network Q)

Visit our website: ulfn.org

Follow us online: @UniLivingFaith

=) Search for ULFN on the app store of your }
phone and download the app to watch.




[EE REAP PROSPERITY TODAY

What 1s the greatest
need of human beings? g

“Personal fulfillment and achievements often
shine before our eyes, but prioritizing them is a

big risk. Find out what’s most important.”

any hardships marked
Thaynara Alves’ childhood.
“We sold what we had at home

to pay the rent,” she recalls. This
situation awakened her desire to prosper
from an early age, and this was her focus
for many years. “At 15, | made a vow with
God on the altar. My goal was to achieve
prosperity, but I didn’t give my life to God.

[ participated in many campaigns of faith |

in the church, but nothing happened,”
she says.

She emphasizes that obeying God’s Word
was not her priority, and this reflected
not only on the outside of her life but also
on the inside. “When my mother went to
work, | had anxiety and panic attacks and
depression. I was very shaken.” Without
the will to live, she sought help and
started fighting for herself first. “I started
going to The Universal Church alone
every Wednesday and Friday to receive
my deliverance. As I went through this
process, I let go of all my problems and
focused only on the Holy Spirit. I
understood that He would guide me to
resolve everything else,” she reports.

Thaynara comments that the change
began with the decision to prioritize God.
“I decided to surrender myself on the
altar. More than monetary value, I started
making spiritual sacrifices. I prayed at
midnight, cleaned the church,
evangelized, and gave myself entirely to
God.

The real change happened when I

JFHE STRONG NATION

On Mondays you will learn how to use
your faith to transform your financial life.

MONDAYS | 7AM, 10AM, 4PM AND 7PM
[ TIMES MAY VARY DEPENDING ON LOCATION]

participated in a powerful She says things started to move
campaign held in the church naturally. “I went to college, and today, I
twice a year, “The Campaign of work in the field where I graduated.I am
Israel.” I went to the altar with an entrepreneur. I am happily married
my vow and my life. Shortly and have achieved true prosperity,” she
after, during a vigil, the Holy highlights.

Spirit filled my life,” she says.

A good amount of time has passed since
then. Still, achievements have not taken
up the space of my relationship with
God, and that is the secret to
maintaining your faith. “The Holy Spirit
is always first in my life. Without Him, I
would not have been able to get here and
maintain my salvation.” She concludes:
“He is my rock, wisdom, and guide.”

FINANCIAL
- PLANNING

0 -11PS-

1. avoid cash-starved month-ends
. Must haves vs. nice {o haves

Q. firstly cover for life’s risks

4. start saving. no matter hous small
5. Prepare for ife’s biggest vacation
. av0id unnecessary tax related baits

That experience left a markon §
my life. I had the certainty of P
my salvation and the security §
that everything was in God’s
control. “There was a change
in my life from water to wine.
My face glowed, and I had
peace and the strength to
overcome all situations. The
problems continued, but I was
a different person. I managed §
to give strength to my mother §
and be a light at home. The
anguish ended, and I began to
be calm and have an immense
desire to bring the Lord Jesus
to other people,” she
comments.

-------

You can be a sponsor of
this ministry by sowing
your seed and helping us
reach out to those in need.

Scan the (R code

BECOME A SPONSOR
OF THIS MINISTRY
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- THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH - A NONSTOP MINISTRY -

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN * 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALBANY e 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206

BEDFORD » 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226 ¢ (347) 756-8339
BRONX » 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456

BRONX » 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10467

CANARSIE ° 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236

EAST BEDSTUY * 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233

EAST FLATBUSH » 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203

HARLEM e 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035

HEMPSTEAD e 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550

JAMAICA QUEENS e 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433
MOUNT VERNON e 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)

0ZONE PARK » 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, 0ZONE PARK, NY 11420

ST. ALBANS e 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON ¢ 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074

ARLINGTON e 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 e (682) 230-3592
DALLAS e 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 ¢ (469) 427-6586

DOWNTOWN DALLAS e« 1508 Cadiz St., Dallas TX 75201 e (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON e 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 ¢ (832) 304-0534
KATY ¢ 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 e (281) 899-8744

SAN ANTONIO » 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 e (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK ¢ 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 e (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON e 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX 77092

More Locations:

ALABAMA - 2045 Madison Ave. Montgomery, AL 36107 * (334) 840-4656
CONNECTICUT - 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 * (203) 371-6300
CANADA - 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 e 1 (877) 785-8700
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CALIFORNIA « COMPTON » 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 e (855) 332-1900
BROADWAY e 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 ¢ (323) 975-1019

LONG BEACH e 1235 Pacific Ave Long Beach, CA 90813 e (572) 955-8895

EAGLE ROCK e 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065 e (213) 718-4657

FRESNO ¢ 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 e (559) 538-9346

SAN BERNADINO e 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411

DELAWARE - 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802  (302) 688-9307
ILLINOIS - 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 * (773) 820 8699

GEORGIA - ATLANTA e 3110 E Ponce De Leon Ave.Scottdale, GA 30079 e (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH e 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 ¢ (912) 446-4914

LOUISIANA « NEW ORLEANS * 138 N Broad St, LA 70119  (504) 484-9503

FLORIDA - FT LAUDERDALE * 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 « (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES e 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 ¢ (305) 834-8675

NORTH MIAMI » 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 e (305) 469-8036

POMPANO BEACH e« 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064  (754) 212-7878
ORLANDO e 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808  (407) 462-3026

WEST PALM BEACGH ¢ 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 e (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE » 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 ¢ (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND - SILVER SPRING » 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, Upper level (elevator
access) MD 20910 ¢ (301)-463-7080

BALTIMORE ¢ 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 e (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS - 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 e (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN e 4919 Eimhurst St., Detroit, Ml 48204 o (313) 444-6922

MISSISSIPPI 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 « (769) 218-9472
NEVADA . 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, NV 89119  (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE - 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 ¢ (615) 457-0527

NEW JERSEY « NEWARK ¢ 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 ¢ (973) 643-5126
ORANGE e 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 ¢(973) 675-4253

NORTH CAROLINA - 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 « (980) 875-9783

OHIO « 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 ¢ (440) 462-9595

OKLAHOMA - 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 * (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA - 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 * 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA - 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 « (803) 238 6657
UTAH - 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT 84119  Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA ¢ 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 « (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC - 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC e (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN e 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, W1 53208 ¢ (414) 914-6086

HAWAII - 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, Hl 96797 e (808) 451-9090

v " StO}? S uffering ‘ Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text. Let us chat. We want to help. 1-888-312-4141




