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O n that day, when evening came, Jesus said to 
his disciples, "Let's go across to the other side 
of the lake." So after leaving the crowd, they 
took him along, just as he was, in the boat, 

and other boats were with him. Now a great windstorm 
developed, and the waves were breaking into the boat, 
and it nearly swamped. But he was in the stern, sleep-
ing on a cushion. �ey woke him up and said, "Teacher, 
don't you care that we are about to die?" So he got up, 
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Be quiet! Calm 
down!" �en the wind stopped, and it was dead calm. 
And he said to them, "Why are you cowardly? Do you 
still not have faith?" �ey were overwhelmed by fear 
and said to one another, "Who then is 
this? Even the wind and sea obey him!" 
(Mark 4.35-41) 

 �e Lord Jesus said, "Let's go 
to the other side." 
Nothing could have happened to that 
boat to stop it from reaching its destination; the Word 
of the Lord had been spoken. �e same has to happen to 
those of us who speak the Word of God today, not just 
with our lips but from our souls. 

 �e Word of God is God Himself. How can we 

drown when we base our decisions on it? �e disciples 
did not even try this. �ey could have. �ey had spent 
time with the Lord Jesus and seen miracles and wonders 
but did not yet know Him. It became apparent when 
he turned the windstorm into a dead calm, and they ex-
claimed, "Who then is this? Even the wind and the sea 
obey Him!"

 �ey were in the same boat with a Person they 
did not honestly, genuinely know. Many people in the 
church have seen and received miracles, and yet, when 
problems come, they reveal that their lives have only im-
proved, they've only achieved some blessings by faith, 

but do not entirely belong to God, are not 
born of God, are not molded by the Spirit 
of the Lord Jesus. It explains the anxiety 
and weakness that comes over them when 
the storms of life appear.

 After the disciples had indeed been con-
verted and were baptized with the Holy Spirit, whenever 
the power of God manifested around them, they were 
no longer overwhelmed by fear or amazed because that 
marvelous power was now inside them. �e fountain of 
living water springing up to eternal life �owed in their 
inner being.

  Ilka had Ilka had been un-
dergoing hemodialysis for nine 
months to control kidney problems 
resulting from several infections she 
had throughout her life. At just six 
months old, she had her �rst urinary 
tract infection. "I was born with a 
congenital disability. I underwent 
treatment from six months old to 
three years old. Although I received 
help from good professionals, I was 
never completely well. At 17, I start-
ed to feel very sick, and at 19, I found 
out I had a kidney problem caused by 
numerous infections," she says. 
 Ilka had two daughters at a 
young age from her �rst relationship. 
"At 23, however, the doctor told me 
I could no longer have children. Lat-
er, she received news of further health 
complications while visiting a special-
ist. "I discovered that my right kidney 
was no longer working. I had to have 
surgery, and I needed to remove my 

uterus. By 32, my left kidney func-
tion was only 4%; they thought I 
would die." 
 During this period, Ilka 
came to the Universal Church and 
met her now husband, Eduardo. She 
had to undergo a kidney transplant 
in their �rst few months of dating. 
Still, twelve years after the transplant, 
she'd have to start hemodialysis thrice 
weekly.
 In January 2017, Ilka went 
to the hospital because the femoral 
catheter she used for hemodialysis 
was loose. Because of this, she spent 
six days without undergoing hemodi-
alysis and, as a result, had to be hos-
pitalized. After 23 days in the hospi-
tal, she fell into a coma and remained 
there for 16 days. Eduardo recalls that 
moment: "I went home, and when I 
came back the next day, she was al-
ready intubated, swollen, using a 
feeding tube and a breathing appara-
tus." 
 She underwent two surgeries 
to try dialysis another way but unsuc-
cessfully. A team from another hospi-
tal was called in, but there was still no 
progress. "�e doctor said that if she 

had come back from the coma, she 
would be unable to hear, see or walk." 
So, faith was the only option for Edu-
ardo, who participated in the Tuesday 
meetings for healing at �e Universal 
Church. He used the Divine Water to 
anoint her. 
 After two weeks, Ilka opened 
her eyes. "I remember seeing the 
nurse smile and say my eyes were 
beautiful. My recovery was di�cult 
because, at �rst, I couldn't walk and 
speak properly; I was on treatment for 
another two years and three months. 
But gradually, with faith, I started 
walking and talking normally again. 
�e doctors called me a 'Miracle.' To-
day I'm healthy," says Ilka. For her, 
faith was indispensable for her to ob-
tain her healing: "Although they did 
not believe it was possible, God made 
it possible. 
God al-
lowed me 
to return to 
living nor-
mally," she 
concludes.

lka Gomeslka Gomes
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THE DOCTORS DIDN'T BELIEVE SHE WOULD 
SURVIVE

MIRACLES BY FAITH
 �ere are circumstances in life that only a 
miracle can change, such as healing from a disease, 
restoring a broken relationship, overcoming addic-
tion, �nding �nancial provision in times of lack, 
overcoming depression, and leaving behind the 
weight of past regrets and mistakes. �e list goes on. 
While these things may feel daunting or out of reach, 
God possesses the power to heal, transform, restore, 
and provide in ways that defy human understanding. 
 �e same miracles that God performed in 
the past, He still performs today; His power remains 
the same. What is the secret to seeing His power 
manifest in our lives today? If we look at the miracles 
that happened in the past, there is one factor they 
all share in common, faith. �ey believed that God 
would do what He promised in His word and could 
turn their situation around. All that God requires is 
faith and trust. In Mark 9:23, Jesus said, "...If you 
can believe, all things are possible to him who be-
lieves." He simply asks us to believe.
 Jesus never rejected anyone. He welcomed 
and helped all who came to him with faith. �is 
same invitation is available for you now. Despite 
what you may have done in the past, your beliefs, or 
your background, faith is what it takes to experience 
a miracle in your life today—faith to call upon him 
and ask Him for the miracle you desire to see. With 
God, there is no situation that is beyond hope, no 
challenge that is too great, and no obstacle you can-
not overcome.
 �e Author of miracles is ready to make the 
impossible possible in your life. Would you like to 
experience a miracle in your life? On Sunday at every 
Universal Church, we give a free bottle of the Divine 
Water to use in faith for your miracle. Water that 
has been prayed over and blessed by the Pastors and 
Bishops of the church according to the scripture that 
says, "So you shall serve the Lord your God, and He 
will bless your bread and your water. And I will take 
sickness away from the midst of you" Exodus 23:23. 
You don't have to set an appointment or call in ad-
vance; come as you are. I assure you, you will not 
leave the same.

BEATING DEPRESSION

"The Word of God is God 
Himself. How can we 
drown when we base 
our decisions on it?"

THROUGH THE POWER OF FAITH

 Depression is a sadness felt in the 
deepest part of one's soul, which causes a sense 
of hopelessness and exhaustion so great that 
many lose the motivation to do anything and 
some to live at all. It is a sickness of the soul. 
Who can heal the soul other than the Savior of 
Souls, the Lord Jesus?
 On Fridays, at every Universal Church, 
we have a service for Deliverance from De-
pression. Visit a branch near you today. Make 
a Chain of Prayer by attending a prayer meet-
ing near you for seven consecutive weeks. You 
will receive practical steps and counseling, and 
spiritual help through prayers to overcome.
 �ere are thousands of testimonials 
worldwide that prove a Chain of Prayer works. 
You CAN have a new life. You CAN defeat 
depression!

OPINIONS 2



  My main problem was depression. I 
was going through  nancial and family 
problems. I had suicidal thoughts; I had 

to be taken to the hospital to be 
checked. When I came to the Universal 
Church, I used the Divine water by 

faith, and everything began to 
be diffebe different. God touched me!

I have no more depression or suicidal 
thoughts. I am blessed.   

-Mary
-Trevon      I was diagnosed with sleep apnea, a 

potentially serious sleep disorder in which 
breathing repeatedly stops and starts. When the 
doctor explained the effects of this disease, I 

started to attend the Sunday service, so I began to 
drink the Divine water from the Spiritual 

Treatment and kept praying for my healing. After 
that, I was placed in the hospital for one night to that, I was placed in the hospital for one night to 
see how the sleep apnea was progressing. I kept 
using my faith, and a week later, the results 
showed I had no sleep apnea; I was free.     

DIVINE water32
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Read the following list:
 
– Healing from a disease
– Changing someone’s heart
– Resolving conflict and restoring broken relationships
– Overcoming addiction
– Providing in times of lack
– Overcoming deep anxiety and depression
– Getting rid of grudges
– Leaving behind the weight of past regrets and mistakes.

Looking at this list, we realize several items can feel impossible or 
overwhelming to deal with alone.

But for God, nothing is impossible. While these things may feel 
daunting or out of reach, God possesses the power to heal, trans-
form, restore, and provide in ways that defy human understanding.

“For with God, nothing will be impossible.” Luke 1:37

The difficulties we face may seem impossible, but with God, 
there is always hope, possibility, and a way forward.

The Author of miracles is ready to make the impossible possible 
in your life.

With God, there is no situation that is beyond hope, no chal-
lenge that is too great, and no obstacle you cannot overcome

May the God of the Bible bless you!

THE AUTHOR OF MIRACLES

I have been a surfing instructor for 
22 years. I used to compete in this 
sport, and now I teach. I’ve known 

the Universal Church’s work since I 
married more than 15 years ago. My 
mother went to church first, she invited 
me, and when I went, I liked it. I was 
baptized and even got involved in help-
ing others in the church. After some 
time, I stopped attending church; my 
faith got cold, and I was not attending 
church for five years.

After five years out of the church, 
I came back. It was great to return to 
Jesus, but shortly afterward, my faith 
was put to the test: A year and a half 
ago, my face started to swell, my wife asked me to seek medical treatment, but I didn’t go; I 
continued teaching on the beach, doing everything I couldn’t, like sunbathing until I got a sore 
in my throat. I went to an oncology center and went back and forth for a month. They took a 
biopsy on my neck but didn’t find out what was wrong.

Only when I went to another cancer reference hospital which was recommended to me 
by a student, I got to know the diagnosis. The doctor did an exam that inserted a needle in 
the nose, and I was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. He said: ‘Either you go in or you’re 
going to die. If the trachea closes, there will be no way. I almost had to do a tracheostomy. It 

hurt even when I talked and drank water, but 
I didn’t get scared. I thought: ‘May the Will of 
God be done,’ and I handed the problem over 
to Him.

I then started doing chemotherapy; the first 
was to reduce the volume of my face. After that, 
I performed six more. I had an injection with 
a giant needle to shave the marrow. There were 
six anesthesia, but even so, the pain was ter-
rible. Every day they took several blood tests. 
I took morphine to sleep because I spent the 
night awake and only slept at 8 AM, only for 
half an hour. There was a day when I thought 
I would die because my face started to swell, I 
felt a lot of pressure on my head, and my health 

worsened.
Despite the pain, I kept my faith, and people supported me in prayers. The pastor visited 

me often and prayed for me. My wife rubbed the Blessed water on my face while I slept. Some-
times I also drank water. I can’t say what stage the cancer was. Generally, in Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma, the chance of cure is 80%. Still, the doctor 
had already given me up because the tumor was very 
aggressive. I was hospitalized for a month. All the 
patients who stayed in the same room I was in died. 
There were 13 of them, and only I survived.

I believe my coming back to the church in search 
of God, even before the discovery of illness, was not 
by chance. I got healed, thank God. Doctors are 
used to seeing diseases daily and generally lack faith 
in God. But I told my doctor that I am a person 
who clings to God, and he replied: ‘It was your faith 
that saved you because this case was severe.’ He told 
me that my healing was swift compared to other 
cancer cases.

My healing process was not immediate; people who saw me sick cried when they saw the 
miracle that happened. I’m different. I was practically in the valley of the shadow of death, and 
I came back because God rescued me.

Mauricio Sales

“ALL PATIENTS WHO STAYED IN THE 
SAME ROOM I WAS IN DIED.”
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The Universal Church in Harlem 
held its Sunday Great Gath-

ering of Faith and Miracles at the 
AMC Magic Johnson �eaters in 
New York.

Pastor Luiz opened the service by 
reminding the Attendees that our 
Lord Jesus Christ defeated depres-
sion on the cross for us so that we 
would not have to su�er with this. 
As such, we should pour out all our 
grief and sadness before the Lord 
to receive our deliverance because 
only He can heal us. "Surely He "Surely He 
has borne our griefs And carried has borne our griefs And carried 
our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him 
stricken, Smitten by God, and af-stricken, Smitten by God, and af-
�icted. But He was wounded for �icted. But He was wounded for 
our transgressions; He was bruised our transgressions; He was bruised 
for our iniquities; �e chastisement for our iniquities; �e chastisement 
for our peace was upon Him, And for our peace was upon Him, And 
by His stripes, we are healed." Isaiah by His stripes, we are healed." Isaiah 
53:4-553:4-5

�e Blessed Water was distributed 
to the Attendees, and Pastor Luiz 
told the Attendees to take three (3) 
sips of the water and pray daily. Pas-
tor Luiz then spoke with Attend-
ees su�ering from depression and 
prophesied their deliverance in the 
name of our Lord Jesus. He and the 
Assistants prayed for the Attendees 
presently going through depression.

TestimonyTestimony
 
Ms. FeliciaMs. Felicia stated that it was her 
�rst time at the church, and she was 
invited the day prior while the choir 
was evangelizing on 125th Street. 
She noted that she had been diag-
nosed with depression at nine years 
old after being sexually assaulted by 
a family member. Since then, her life 
has been in turmoil. However, after 
the Pastor and Assistants prayed on 
her behalf, she was able to smile and 
feel at peace.

Ms. JanaeMs. Janae noted that she struggled 
with attending service this morn-
ing but talked herself into attending 
because she knew she needed to be 
in the presence of God. She stated 
that she was diagnosed with manic 

depression and is presently taking 
several medications to manage it 
daily. After the prayer, she felt much 
lighter and more peaceful.

Pastor Luiz prophesied that we will 
be hearing the testimony of both 
Ms. Felicia and Ms. Janae in the fu-
ture as they receive their deliverance 
and healing from depression.

 
�e Massage -  Envy�e Massage -  Envy 

"Truly God is good to Israel, To "Truly God is good to Israel, To 
such as are pure in heart. But as for such as are pure in heart. But as for 
me, my feet had almost stumbled; me, my feet had almost stumbled; 
My steps had nearly slipped. For I My steps had nearly slipped. For I 
was envious of the boastful When I was envious of the boastful When I 
saw the prosperity of the wicked." saw the prosperity of the wicked." 
Psalms 73:1-3 Psalms 73:1-3 

Pastor Luiz advised the attendees to 
be mindful of things they like be-
cause the Devil will give us the things 
we want, but he always returns for 
his payment in the end. "For there "For there 
are no pangs in their death, But are no pangs in their death, But 
their strength is �rm. �ey are not their strength is �rm. �ey are not 
in trouble like other men, Nor are in trouble like other men, Nor are 
they plagued like other men. �ere-they plagued like other men. �ere-
fore, pride serves as their necklace; fore, pride serves as their necklace; 
Violence covers them like a gar-Violence covers them like a gar-
ment. �eir eyes bulge with abun-ment. �eir eyes bulge with abun-
dance; �ey have more than heart dance; �ey have more than heart 
could wish.” Psalms 73:4-7could wish.” Psalms 73:4-7

Pastor Luiz emphasized that our 
Lord Jesus Christ is preparing a 
place of peace and beauty for those 
who are His children. While the 
Devil is not preparing such a place 
for his followers. He reminded the 
Attendees that the �rst case of envy 
was seen in heaven, in that Lucifer 
envied God and wanted to sit on 
God’s throne. �is led to Lucifer 
and his followers being cast out of 
heaven. “When I thought how to “When I thought how to 
understand this, It was too painful understand this, It was too painful 
for me— Until I went into the sanc-for me— Until I went into the sanc-
tuary of God; �en I understood tuary of God; �en I understood 
their end.” Psalms 73:16-17their end.” Psalms 73:16-17

Pastor Luiz explained to the Attend-
ees that there was nothing wrong 
with being prosperous because 

Abraham was prosperous in the Bi-
ble. But we cannot forget to have a 
relationship with God and be in His 
presence. He then called to the Al-
tar all the Attendees su�ering from 
envy. Pastor Luiz prayed for the At-
tendees and urged the Attendees to 
pray for a change of Spirit, to be-
come a new person, to be what God 
wants us to be. He encouraged the 
Attendees to seek the Holy Spirit 
because the Holy Spirit can protect 
us against envy and depression.

New AttendeesNew Attendees
 
Ms. LisaMs. Lisa attended the service Sun-
day and left feeling wonderful and 
relieved of the pressure she had been 
carrying for months. She was able to 
lay it all on the Altar, let it go, and 
place it in God's hands. Ms. Lisa 
urged others 
to attend the 
Sunday ser-
vice to also lay 
down their 
heavy burden 
with our Lord 
Jesus Christ 
and receive 
His peace.

Ms. PatriciaMs. Patricia attended the service 
and had "an awesome experience." 
Although she woke up with a ter-
rible headache, she came to church 
because she wanted to be in the 
presence of God. She found the 
service and preaching to be excel-
lent and enjoyed herself. �e word 
was preached with conviction. She 
was glad she came and was taking 
away the message/lesson regarding 
d e p r e s s i o n 
since she suf-
fered from 
family issues. 
She was left 
feeling happy 
within herself 
and at peace. 
She noted 
that she will 
share her experience with her friends 
and invite them to the next service.

Ms. Aisha Ms. Aisha attended the service today 
and had an amazing time Sunday. 
�e service was an absolute anoint-
ing and breakthrough for her. She 
noted the anointing and prayer were 
powerful and strong. �e prayer was 
much more than she expected; it 
was immensely powerful. She also 
felt the presence of the Lord there. 
Her message to others was that it 
was "pivotal" for them to come to 
the service 
and "don't 
miss."  She 
noted that 
service was 
l i f e -chang-
ing, and they 
should come 
and receive 
their miracle and breakthrough.

Ms. AlexieMs. Alexie was visiting New York 
from Minnesota to celebrate her 
friend's birthday. Although she was 
not home, she still wanted to be in 
the presence of God and thus attend-
ed the service. She left the service 
with the message regarding "envy" 
and how it could destroy your life 
if you do not 
guard against 
it. Her mes-
sage to oth-
ers would be 
to come to 
service even 
if they don't 
think they 
are worthy or 
loved by God because it is a plot of 
the devil because God loves us all.

--Universal News--

July 30th, 2023 -  Sunday –  End Of DepressionAMC MAGIC JOHNSON THEATRES AMC MAGIC JOHNSON THEATRES 

SUNDAY GATHERING OF 
FAITH AND MIRACLES IN 

HARLEM, NY 

Every Sunday At 10 amEvery Sunday At 10 am
AMC Magic JohnsonAMC Magic Johnson

 Theater  Theater 
2309 Fredrick Douglas Blvd., 2309 Fredrick Douglas Blvd., 
New York, New York, 10027New York, New York, 10027

For  More information  on For  More information  on 
how you can join us for our how you can join us for our 
next gathering, you can give next gathering, you can give 

us a call at us a call at 
1(888)332-41411(888)332-4141

What’s happening at universal4 5



In his first weeks of life, 
little Daniel, currently 
five years old, had to 

fight for his life. His mother, 
Solange, had a problem when 
she was 29 weeks pregnant, 
which led to his early birth. 
"At 25 weeks of gestation, I 
was hospitalized and stayed 
there for a week to regulate 
my pressure. At 29 weeks, 
however, an ultrasound 
found the baby in fetal 
distress. I had to rush to the 
maternity ward. After doing 
blood tests, it was detected 
that I had HELLP syndrome: 
I had 30,000 platelets, and 
the normal range is between 
150,000 and 400,000. Also, 
my blood pressure was high, 
and my body was sacrificing 
itself to keep the baby alive," 
says Solange.

To preserve the lives of 
both, premature birth was 
performed. "Before the 
surgery, I had to receive 
platelets, and I had general 
anesthesia, as there was a 
risk of becoming paraplegic 
with spinal anesthesia. After 
giving birth, Daniel and I 
went to the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU). He was born 

at 3.41 lbs and 28 cm", she 
reports.
Even though he needed help 
breathing, Daniel responded 
well to the treatment in his 
first two days of life. Still, 
from then on, his health 
suddenly deteriorated. 
Solange says that "he had 
five cardiac arrests on the 
third day. Faced with this 
situation, the doctors gave 
him 72 hours to live and said 
nothing else could be done. 
He needed intubation, had 
bleeding in the brain, and 

needed numerous blood 
transfusions due to anemia."

Daniel had no chance 

of living, but his parents 
decided to use Faith. "When 
the doctors gave him up, we 
saw that it was time to act," 
says the boy's father, Celso. 
"On a Tuesday afternoon, 
I made a vow with God at 
the Altar for his life. When 
we left the hospital, we went 
to the Universal Church. 
The next day, he was still 
intubated, but his condition 
had an improvement that 
even the doctors couldn't 
explain. After a few days, 
the tube was removed, and 
he responded very well, 
with 100% saturation". This 
good saturation showed that 
his respiratory system was 
reacting well.

Celso tells how he and his 
wife lived at the time: "It was 
a daily war between what 

our eyes saw and 
the decision to 
believe that God 
would do the 
impossible. There 
were days when 
the doctors' 
news about 
Daniel's health 
was good, but on 
others, it wasn't. 
We saw babies 
walking out of 
there dead after 
a single cardiac 

arrest, and day after day, we 
saw God's hand on our son."

Even with Daniel's daily 
improvement, the parents 

continued in the Faith and 
looking for the complete 
miracle. "We drank the 
blessed water at the Universal 
Church, thinking about him. 
We wet our hands with water, 
placed them on his head, 
and prayed for him. Daniel 
was reacting, gaining weight, 
and developing without any 
sequelae", says Celso.

Solange highlights what it 
was like to experience that 
situation: "As a mother, I had 
to fight my emotions. There 
were days when it felt like I 
was going to lose him. I knelt 
several times on the hospital 
bathroom floor to ask for 
help from the only one who 
could help me: God".

After 59 days, Daniel was 
discharged from the NICU. 
Today, he is a healthy, 
intelligent child and a 
true miracle. "The doctors 
couldn't believe it when 

he was discharged. They 
said that our son was a 
miracle, to the point that the 
neurologist was speechless, 
expecting to see a child 
with permanent sequelae 
in front of him", celebrates 
Solange. "Daniel was already 
discharged from the follow-
up in the first appointment 
after hospitalization, as he 
had nothing left."

The couple emphasizes that 
Faith made all the difference 
in this situation. "For God, 
nothing is impossible. 
During this process, we 
believed that the last word 
came from the mouth of God 
and not from the exams.

When we manifest Faith in 
the only One who can solve 
the situation, the miracle 
happens", concludes Celso.

The doctors gave him 72 
hours to live and said nothing 

else could be done.

Rejane, now 17 years 
old, went through 
difficult times when 

she discovered a malignant 
brain tumor about three years 
ago.

She had recently married 
and soon became pregnant. 
She was full of dreams and 
expectations when she started 
to experience severe headaches. 
Doctors said the pain was 
caused by pregnancy. Rejane 
took medicine, but the pain 
did not go away.

Her mother, Antônia, brought 
Rejane to a different city 
to investigate the causes of 
the pain. With the tests, the 
doctors detected a tumor in the 
brain, which was the size of an 
orange.

The day after the diagnosis, 
Rejane started vomiting blood 
and was quickly taken to the 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU). 
"Doctors said they didn't know 
how she was alive as the tumor 
had burst in her brain. It was a 
miracle," says her mother.

Doctors wanted to remove the 
baby to save Rejane, but she 
and her mother did not accept 
it. The baby was already six 
months old, and Rejane kept 
the pregnancy. At the same 
time, she underwent radiation 
therapy sessions. When the 
pregnancy completed seven 
months, doctors induced 
labor, and she had the baby. 
Premature, he received all the 
necessary care and survived.

The doctors intensified the 
treatment with chemotherapy 
sessions, but Rejane was not 
responding well. The pain only 
increased, and she couldn't 
even drink water. She was only 

fed by tube and weighed 77 lbs.

Rejane suffered three cardiac 
arrests and started to breathe 
with the help of machines. 
Her mother remained faithful 
and did not give up believing 
in the miracle. When she had 
the opportunity to leave the 
hospital, Antonia would go 
to the  Universal Church and 
participate in the Healing 

Meetings on Tuesdays and 
Sundays.

"There was a day when the 
doctors told me they had done 
everything possible and that 
there was no other way for my 
daughter. I replied that the last 
word was God's, but the doctor 
said it was useless. The medical 
board said I was crazy", reports 
Antonia. Experts wanted to 
turn off the devices because 
they already considered her 
dead. Rejane was no longer 
responding to medication or 

treatment.

Antonia remained faithful and 
determined that her daughter's 
life was in God's hands. "The 
doctors had already provided 
the death documents," says 
Antônia.

She woke up when they 
removed the devices and 
asked for her mother. The 
specialists were stunned 
without understanding what 
was happening.

After several tests, the results 
were no longer the same. 
Rejane recovered. She left the 
ICU and returned to her room 
to see her son. In a few days, 
she left the hospital, and today 
lives a normal life. Doctors are 
still studying her case because 
what happened to her has no 
explanation. God performed a 
miracle in her life. Rejane, her 
son, and the entire family live 
in good health.

miracles by faithmiracles by faith

"he had five cardiac arrests...""he had five cardiac arrests..."

For God, nothing is impossible. 
During this process, we 
believed that the last word 
came from the mouth of God 

and not from the exams.

Doctors said they 
didn't know how she 
was alive as the tumor 
had burst in her brain. 

It was a miracle.

God performed a 
miracle in her life. 
Rejane, her son, and 
the entire family live 

in good health.

Many people are faced with situations 
from which they see no way out. 
However, God recorded in the Holy 

Scriptures that everything can be achieved 
when resorting to supernatural Faith: “With 
men this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible.” (Matthew 19.26). This 
impossible is called a miracle and happens 
when all human resources have already been 
used and unsuccessful. That is, supernatural 
Faith, which depends on complete trust in the 
power of God, must be practiced when natural 
Faith no longer generates effects. 

But if the Creator can accomplish everything, 
why don't many get the miracle? The answer is 
the Faith they practice. The Lord Jesus Himself 
warned his disciples and the father of a young 
man who was dominated by evil spirits – for 
not having believed in his deliverance – of the 
importance of Faith which, even small, brings 
results: "... if you have faith as a mustard seed, 
you will say to this mountain, 'Move from 
here to there,' and it will move; and nothing 
will be impossible for you." 
(Matthew 17.20).
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In his first weeks of life, 
little Daniel, currently 
five years old, had to 

fight for his life. His mother, 
Solange, had a problem when 
she was 29 weeks pregnant, 
which led to his early birth. 
"At 25 weeks of gestation, I 
was hospitalized and stayed 
there for a week to regulate 
my pressure. At 29 weeks, 
however, an ultrasound 
found the baby in fetal 
distress. I had to rush to the 
maternity ward. After doing 
blood tests, it was detected 
that I had HELLP syndrome: 
I had 30,000 platelets, and 
the normal range is between 
150,000 and 400,000. Also, 
my blood pressure was high, 
and my body was sacrificing 
itself to keep the baby alive," 
says Solange.

To preserve the lives of 
both, premature birth was 
performed. "Before the 
surgery, I had to receive 
platelets, and I had general 
anesthesia, as there was a 
risk of becoming paraplegic 
with spinal anesthesia. After 
giving birth, Daniel and I 
went to the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU). He was born 

at 3.41 lbs and 28 cm", she 
reports.
Even though he needed help 
breathing, Daniel responded 
well to the treatment in his 
first two days of life. Still, 
from then on, his health 
suddenly deteriorated. 
Solange says that "he had 
five cardiac arrests on the 
third day. Faced with this 
situation, the doctors gave 
him 72 hours to live and said 
nothing else could be done. 
He needed intubation, had 
bleeding in the brain, and 

needed numerous blood 
transfusions due to anemia."

Daniel had no chance 

of living, but his parents 
decided to use Faith. "When 
the doctors gave him up, we 
saw that it was time to act," 
says the boy's father, Celso. 
"On a Tuesday afternoon, 
I made a vow with God at 
the Altar for his life. When 
we left the hospital, we went 
to the Universal Church. 
The next day, he was still 
intubated, but his condition 
had an improvement that 
even the doctors couldn't 
explain. After a few days, 
the tube was removed, and 
he responded very well, 
with 100% saturation". This 
good saturation showed that 
his respiratory system was 
reacting well.

Celso tells how he and his 
wife lived at the time: "It was 
a daily war between what 

our eyes saw and 
the decision to 
believe that God 
would do the 
impossible. There 
were days when 
the doctors' 
news about 
Daniel's health 
was good, but on 
others, it wasn't. 
We saw babies 
walking out of 
there dead after 
a single cardiac 

arrest, and day after day, we 
saw God's hand on our son."

Even with Daniel's daily 
improvement, the parents 

continued in the Faith and 
looking for the complete 
miracle. "We drank the 
blessed water at the Universal 
Church, thinking about him. 
We wet our hands with water, 
placed them on his head, 
and prayed for him. Daniel 
was reacting, gaining weight, 
and developing without any 
sequelae", says Celso.

Solange highlights what it 
was like to experience that 
situation: "As a mother, I had 
to fight my emotions. There 
were days when it felt like I 
was going to lose him. I knelt 
several times on the hospital 
bathroom floor to ask for 
help from the only one who 
could help me: God".

After 59 days, Daniel was 
discharged from the NICU. 
Today, he is a healthy, 
intelligent child and a 
true miracle. "The doctors 
couldn't believe it when 

he was discharged. They 
said that our son was a 
miracle, to the point that the 
neurologist was speechless, 
expecting to see a child 
with permanent sequelae 
in front of him", celebrates 
Solange. "Daniel was already 
discharged from the follow-
up in the first appointment 
after hospitalization, as he 
had nothing left."

The couple emphasizes that 
Faith made all the difference 
in this situation. "For God, 
nothing is impossible. 
During this process, we 
believed that the last word 
came from the mouth of God 
and not from the exams.

When we manifest Faith in 
the only One who can solve 
the situation, the miracle 
happens", concludes Celso.

The doctors gave him 72 
hours to live and said nothing 

else could be done.

Rejane, now 17 years 
old, went through 
difficult times when 

she discovered a malignant 
brain tumor about three years 
ago.

She had recently married 
and soon became pregnant. 
She was full of dreams and 
expectations when she started 
to experience severe headaches. 
Doctors said the pain was 
caused by pregnancy. Rejane 
took medicine, but the pain 
did not go away.

Her mother, Antônia, brought 
Rejane to a different city 
to investigate the causes of 
the pain. With the tests, the 
doctors detected a tumor in the 
brain, which was the size of an 
orange.

The day after the diagnosis, 
Rejane started vomiting blood 
and was quickly taken to the 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU). 
"Doctors said they didn't know 
how she was alive as the tumor 
had burst in her brain. It was a 
miracle," says her mother.

Doctors wanted to remove the 
baby to save Rejane, but she 
and her mother did not accept 
it. The baby was already six 
months old, and Rejane kept 
the pregnancy. At the same 
time, she underwent radiation 
therapy sessions. When the 
pregnancy completed seven 
months, doctors induced 
labor, and she had the baby. 
Premature, he received all the 
necessary care and survived.

The doctors intensified the 
treatment with chemotherapy 
sessions, but Rejane was not 
responding well. The pain only 
increased, and she couldn't 
even drink water. She was only 

fed by tube and weighed 77 lbs.

Rejane suffered three cardiac 
arrests and started to breathe 
with the help of machines. 
Her mother remained faithful 
and did not give up believing 
in the miracle. When she had 
the opportunity to leave the 
hospital, Antonia would go 
to the  Universal Church and 
participate in the Healing 

Meetings on Tuesdays and 
Sundays.

"There was a day when the 
doctors told me they had done 
everything possible and that 
there was no other way for my 
daughter. I replied that the last 
word was God's, but the doctor 
said it was useless. The medical 
board said I was crazy", reports 
Antonia. Experts wanted to 
turn off the devices because 
they already considered her 
dead. Rejane was no longer 
responding to medication or 

treatment.

Antonia remained faithful and 
determined that her daughter's 
life was in God's hands. "The 
doctors had already provided 
the death documents," says 
Antônia.

She woke up when they 
removed the devices and 
asked for her mother. The 
specialists were stunned 
without understanding what 
was happening.

After several tests, the results 
were no longer the same. 
Rejane recovered. She left the 
ICU and returned to her room 
to see her son. In a few days, 
she left the hospital, and today 
lives a normal life. Doctors are 
still studying her case because 
what happened to her has no 
explanation. God performed a 
miracle in her life. Rejane, her 
son, and the entire family live 
in good health.

miracles by faithmiracles by faith

"he had five cardiac arrests...""he had five cardiac arrests..."

For God, nothing is impossible. 
During this process, we 
believed that the last word 
came from the mouth of God 

and not from the exams.

Doctors said they 
didn't know how she 
was alive as the tumor 
had burst in her brain. 

It was a miracle.

God performed a 
miracle in her life. 
Rejane, her son, and 
the entire family live 

in good health.

Many people are faced with situations 
from which they see no way out. 
However, God recorded in the Holy 

Scriptures that everything can be achieved 
when resorting to supernatural Faith: “With 
men this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible.” (Matthew 19.26). This 
impossible is called a miracle and happens 
when all human resources have already been 
used and unsuccessful. That is, supernatural 
Faith, which depends on complete trust in the 
power of God, must be practiced when natural 
Faith no longer generates effects. 

But if the Creator can accomplish everything, 
why don't many get the miracle? The answer is 
the Faith they practice. The Lord Jesus Himself 
warned his disciples and the father of a young 
man who was dominated by evil spirits – for 
not having believed in his deliverance – of the 
importance of Faith which, even small, brings 
results: "... if you have faith as a mustard seed, 
you will say to this mountain, 'Move from 
here to there,' and it will move; and nothing 
will be impossible for you." 
(Matthew 17.20).
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tune in every 
tune in every sunday at 8 pm

A new opportunity is here for you! 

Be sure to tune into our 

weekly
 

messages and take 

advantage

 

of

 

this

 

chance
 

to
 

watch

 

the

 

LFN

 

and

 

our

 

new

 

series

 

Beyond

 

Bars.  

an unman unmissable series

stop living a lie 

Have you ever stopped and questioned yourself? 
Why have things yet to change? When will 
I make the change? �ese questions aren’t 

meant to be pondered upon but intended to be 
acted upon to change. But then you say, “Oh, it’s too 
di�cult.” Who told you it was di�cult? 

Where  is  the  line  drawn ?  When  will  you  stop  
telling

 
yourself ,

 
“It’s

 
too

 
hard ”

 
When

 
will

 
you 

stop
 

victimizing
 

yourself
 

for
 

your
 

faults ?
 
To

 

change ,

 

you

 

need

 

to

 

admit

 

that

 

in

 

one

 

way

 

or

 

another ,

 

you

 

did

 

something

 

wrong ,

 

whether

 

choosing

 

to

 

be

 

with

 

the

 

bad

 

people

 

or

 

you

 

gave

 

in

 

to

 

the

 

thought

 

of

 

committing

 

a

 

crime,

 

and

 

now,

          
                  

                  
   

well, you know the rest. It’s not about beating 
yourself up but about taking ownership of what 
you did. To be behind bars, it’s hard. But also, 
to do what is good is hard. Choose your hard; 
choose what you will continue feeding into and 
what you are willing to let go of. �e lie is, “It’s 
too hard.” 

It’s not too hard; you haven ’t decided  to let go 
of what  you know you shouldn 't be  entertaining . 
So, who will  make  this  decision?  

Only you. Let go of this lie, and free yourself from 
that extra weight you have carried for so long. 
Yeah , I know  it won ’t be easy , but  it’s not  that 
you can’t do it; you need to choose to start, and 
once you take that step, God will hold your hand 
along  the  way . Stop  feeding  this  lie , and  look 
forward!

“�e temptations in your life are no 
di�erent from what others experience. 
And God is faithful. He will no allow 

the temptation  to  be  more  than you can 
stand . When you are tempted , he will 
show  you  a  way out  so  that  you  can  

endure.”  1 Corinthians 10:13

Who blew the word of doubt 
in your mind and said it’s 

difficult to change? Oh, and 
if this is true, what about 
the thought that came to 
mind and said, “Don’t do 

it,” “If you do, you’ll get in 
trouble.” Or “Don’t go with 

them; if they get caught, 
you’ll get caught also.” yet 

you listened to the voice you 
wanted to hear. 

You ��� �ow �u������� to t�� U�� o� t�� P���o ���.
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Universal Beyond Bars 
you are not alone!

crime became my 
lifestyle

I r e m e m b e r 
g r o w i n g 
up in the 

church, but as 
I got older, I no 
longer desired to 
be in the church. 

I used to have 
night school 

classes; I would tell my parents I was going to 
school, but, would meet up with the wrong 
group of friends. I started using drugs, stealing 
and dealing drugs. I went to bars and would plan 
robberies, where we would go, how we would do 
it, and what weapon we would use.

I started with small robberies. �en progressed to 
bigger robberies, but this lifestyle was no walk in 
the park. I formed a lot of enemies, one day I was 
shot. �e guy tried to kill me and �red six shots, 
but three bullets hit me. I remember my mother 
telling me when she came to the hospital, the 
doctors had no hope; they told my mother if she 
believed in something or had faith, she should use 
it because there was not a chance for me. 

I had 
all these 
shots, one 
p a s s e d 
t h r o u g h 
my lungs, 
o n e 
t h r o u g h 
m y 

gallbladder, and another through a vein in my 
heart. I was put in an induced coma for 11 days. 

My mom and dad were using their faith on my 
behalf, making vows and praying for me. Within 
a week, the tubes were removed from my mouth, 
and they were shocked because this was a miracle. 

�e �rst person I saw was my mother.  

“
Me being in a near-death 

experience should have made me 
decide to change. Contrary, I 

became worse. I became angrier. 
I wanted revenge. 

I left my house with a gun and hid it underneath 
my wheelchair; I continued with robberies, 
robbing banks, and ATMs. One theft was reported 
in the news because one of the guys with us was 
shot and killed 
by the police 
while we were 
attempting to rob 
a gas station.  I 
was driving a car 
amid an escape 
from the police, 
and I completely 
crashed the 
vehicle, and the 
police were shooting at us. 

�e police looked at me and said that moment I 
had been “born again” because if I had not crashed 
and continued driving, there was a barricade of 
o�cers waiting at the other end of the street to 
shoot me. So, I understood God protected me 
once again. I was arrested and taken to the police 
station. When I arrived there was a young man 
in the cell reading his Bible, which bothered me 
a little.  

But I decided to ask him what he was reading, 
and he told me the passage, and I knew, once 
again, God was speaking to me. �e Bible verse 
he read related to me because God had used many 
di�erent situations to protect me from death. 

I began to get �rm with Jesus through that word 
in prison. My mom knew through her vow, God 
started working on me. I met the UBB in prison; I 
learned with the pastors and the volunteers. I had 
to serve a total of two years in prison, but while 
I was inside, I became �rm with Jesus, and I was 
only con�ned physically, but in my spirit, I was 
free. I ended up serving one out of the two-year 
prison sentence and went home by surprise; my 
mom hadn’t known I was released. 

Now I had to do my part, I was still going to 
church, but I was not yet complete. I heard about 
the Holy Spirit 
constantly. I 
was curious 
about the 
Holy Spirit, 
I made a vow 
with God, and 
my request was 
to receive His 
Spirit in me; 
I went before 
the altar with 
conviction and said to myself, “I will receive the 
Holy Spirit.” I went back to church at six o’clock 
meeting with him. 

During this 
meeting, while 
seeking the Holy 
Spirit, I �nally 
u n d e r s t o o d 
God’s will for my 
life and received 
Him there. I 
had complete 
certainty that 
God was and is 
within me; he 
ful�lled my life, and today’s peace is priceless. 

Ubb is sponsored by the universal church. When you get out, come and look for the universal church that sponsors the ubb!
Call us to find the nearest location to you: 1 (888) 691-2291 or visit us at: www.ulfn.org/locations!  We are here for you.

No matter what you’ve done, or what you’ve been through, you matter. 

*Bp. Joshua now accepts e-messages you can send your name and id # to be added to the ubb contact list.
Send your letter to Bp. bira Joshua, he will personally read and reply. 

 7075 Southwest Freeway. Houston, TX 77074.

*Be sure to include: full name (first/last),inmate id # complete facility name, correct address, city/state, and zip code. 

Lenon and his mom today.
lenon with his friends. 

Lenon in the hospital after getting shot.

Stitching from the bullets in Lenons 
stomach. 

Lenon praying for those in his 
community.
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TEXAS HEADQUARTERS
SOUTHWEST HOUSTON • 7075 Southwest FWY, Houston TX 77074
ARLINGTON • 1100 East Pioneer Pkwy, Arlington TX 76010 • (817) 823-7740
DALLAS • 325 W Saner Ave., Dallas TX 75224 • (469) 427-6586
DOWNTOWN DALLAS • 1508 Cadiz St., Dallas TX 75201 • (214) 385-4591
NORTH HOUSTON • 17577 Imperial Valley Dr., Houston TX 77060 • (832) 304-0534
KATY • 902 S Mason Rd., Katy, TX 77450 • (281) 899-8744
SAN ANTONIO • 6715 Bandera Rd., San Antonio, TX 78238 • (210) 233-9859
SOUTH PARK • 6945 MLK Blvd., Houston TX 77033 • (346) 704-0336
NORTHWEST HOUSTON • 5003 Antoine Dr. Unit D Houston, TX  77092 

ALBANY • 65 WATERVLIET AVE., ALBANY, NY 12206
BEDFORD • 2233 BEDFORD AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11226
BRONX • 1227 WEBSTER AVE., BRONX, NY 10456 
BRONX • 830 ARNOW AVE, BRONX, NY 10467 
CANARSIE • 9530 AVENUE L BROOKLYN, NY 11236 
EAST BEDSTUY • 2006 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11233
EAST FLATBUSH • 972 UTICA AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
HARLEM • 65 E 125TH ST., NEW YORK, NY 10035
HEMPSTEAD • 17 N. FRANKLIN ST., HEMPSTEAD, NY 11550 
JAMAICA QUEENS • 92-24 MERRICK BLVD., JAMAICA, NY 11433  
MOUNT VERNON • 148 EAST 3RD STREET, MOUNT VERNON, NY 10550 
(BETWEEN S FULTON AVE AND FRANKLIN AVE)
OZONE PARK • 117-06 ROCKAWAY BLVD, OZONE PARK, NY 11420
ST. ALBANS • 187-08 LINDEN BLVD., ST. ALBANS, NY 11412

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
BROOKLYN • 1091 FULTON ST., BROOKLYN, NY 11238

ALABAMA • 3795 Eastern Blvd., Montgomery, AL 36116 • (334) 625-0020
CONNECTICUT • 324 Madison Avenue Bridgeport, CT 06604 • (203) 371-6300
CANADA • 2420 Dufferin St. Toronto, ON M6E 3S8 • 1 (877) 785-8700

CALIFORNIA • 237 S. Broadway, Los Angeles CA 90012 • (323) 975-1019
COMPTON • 1900 W. Alondra Blvd. Compton, CA 90220 • (855) 332-1900
LONG BEACH • 1235 Pacific Ave  Long Beach, CA 90813 • (572) 955-8895
EAGLE ROCK • 3912 Eagle Rock Blvd., LA, CA 90065  • (213) 718-4657
FRESNO • 1031 E. Belmont Ave., Fresno, Ca 93701 • (559) 515-4858
SAN BERNADINO • 1745 N. Mount Vernon Ave., San Bernadino, CA 92411
DELAWARE • 4101 N Market St., Wilmington Delaware, 19802 • (302) 364 2437
ILLINOIS • 345 W. 95th St., Chicago, IL 60628 • (773) 820 8699
GEORGIA • ATLANTA • 344 Candler Park Dr. NE. Atlanta, GA 30307 • (470) 575-5222
SAVANNAH • 512 Berrien Street Savannah, GA 31401 • (912) 446-4914
LOUISIANA • NEW ORLEANS • 138 N Broad St, LA 70119 • (504) 484-9503
FLORIDA • FT LAUDERDALE • 2647 N State Rd., 7 Lauderhill, FL 33313 • (954) 870-0609
MIAMI SHORES • 10275 NE 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33138 • (305) 834-8675
NORTH MIAMI • 12905 NE 8th Ave., North Miami, FL 33161 • (305) 469-8036
POMPANO BEACH • 1840 NE 41 St., Pompano Beach, FL 33064
ORLANDO • 4470 W. Colonial Dr. ,Orlando, FL 32808 • (407) 462-3026
WEST PALM BEACH • 1270 N Military Trl., West Palm Beach, FL 33409 • (561) 336-1005
JACKSONVILLE • 7137 Main St N, Jacksonville, FL 32208 • (904) 370-3464
MARYLAND • SILVER SPRING • 8241 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, 3rd floor (elevator 
access) MD 20910 • (301)-463-7080
BALTIMORE • 3339 Greenmount Ave., Baltimore, MD, 21218 • (443) 416-3747
MASSACHUSETTS • 70 Southampton St., Roxbury, MA 02118 • (617) 445-0710
MICHIGAN • 4919 Elmhurst St., Detroit, MI 48204 • (313) 444-6922
MISSISSIPPI • 163 East Mcdowell Rd Suite 141, Jackson, MS 39204 • (769) 218-9472
NEVADA • 2121 East Tropicana #1, Las Vegas, Nv 89119 • (702) 517-6367
TENNESSEE • 4916 Nolensville Pike, Nashville, TN 37211 • (615) 457-0527
NEW JERSEY • NEWARK • 100 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07114 • (973) 643-5126
ORANGE • 23 Tony Galento Plaza Orange NJ 07050 •(973) 675-4253
NORTH CAROLINA • 413 Eastway Dr., Charlotte, NC 28205 • (980) 875-9783
OHIO • 14339 Euclid Ave., East Cleveland Ohio 44112 • (440) 462-9595
OKLAHOMA • 1712 N Rockwell Ave, Bethany, Ok 73008 • (405) 679-4499
PENNSYLVANIA • 3801 N. Broad St., Philadelphia, PA 19140 • 1 (888) 793-6411
SOUTH CAROLINA • 2229 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, SC 29204 • (803) 238 6657
UTAH • 2196 W 3500 S, Unit C-1 West Valley City, UT  84119 • Sundays at 4pm
VIRGINIA • 451 E Belt Blvd, Suite G Richmond, VA 23224 • (804) 430-9500
WASHINGTON DC • 2018 Rhode Island Ave NE, Washington DC • (202) 669-2891
WISCONSIN • 3433 West North Ave Milwaukee, WI 53208 • (414) 235-7828
HAWAII • 94-801 Farrington HWY, Suite W1 Waipahu, HI 96797 • (808) 451-9090

TEXAS | 1 (888) 691-2291

NEW YORK | 1 (888) 332-4141

More  Locations:

Web: universalusa.org | Send us a text.  Let us chat.  We want to help. 1-888-312-4141Stop SufferingStop Suffering |


